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Native Amerlcan past chronicled

M An Exhibit explores the
history of government-run
boarding schools through
displays and panels

By Ben Romano
Oregon Daily Emerald

The experience of Native Amer-
ican children who were forced to
leave their homes and families,
abandon their cultures and re-
quired to attend government
boarding schools is chronicled in
“They Sacrificed For Our Sur-
vival,” a temperary exhibit at the
University Natural History Muse-
um.

“There are a lot of interesting
angles to this exhibit,” said Eliza
Schmidkunz, museum publicist.
The exhibit will be on display
through Dec. 23.

Photographs and testimonials
describe the federal boarding
schools, It was the mission of the
schools to “civilize” Native Amer-
icans.

This topic will be explored fur-
ther during a speech and panel
discussion by Tsianina Lo-
mawaima, University of Arizona
Native American Studies profes-
sor and author of a book on Okla-
homa's Chilocco Indian School,
which her father attended.

Lomawaima's visit is sponsored
by the Oregon Humanities Center
as the 1999-2000 Cressman Lec-
turer, an annual lectureship dedi-
cated to humanities issues.

She will speak on “Education
By Indians vs. Education for Indi-
ans: Native Responses to Boarding
Schools,” Julia Heydon, assistant
director of the Oregon Humanities
Center, said.

Lomawaima will also join a
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panel of current and former Native
American boarding school stu-
dents to discuss their experiences.
The panel discussion will be held
Saturday, Nov. 6 at 3 p.m. in the
lobby of the museum.

Both events will be free and
open to the public.

The exhibit is part of “Carrying
The Song," a series of three related
exhibitions focusing on the sur-
vival of Native American cultures
in the Pacific Northwest.

“Sagebrush, Cedar, and Tule,”

the second part of the series, will
examine the 10,000-year history of
Oregon basketry.

The last exhibition in the series,
A Song to the Creator,” will focus
on traditional arts of Native Amer-
ican Women of the Plateau.

The exhibits will be on display
winterand spring of 2000, respec-
tively.

“One of the things we and our
Native American consultants
wanted to do is paint the theme [of
the series] as overcoming struggles

— surviving," Schmidkunz said.
“Native  American cultures
weren't destroyed; they didn't
end. They're a living group of peo-
ple.”

The museum staff is conscious
of the claims of some critics who
wonder why the cultures of in-
digenous peoples are displayed in
“natural history” museums while
white, western culture is dis-
played in “art” museums, said
Museum Director Mel Aikens.

Jefirey Stockton Emerald
Eugene resident Mary Jaqua browses the new Native American exhibit at the Natural His-
tory Museum. The exhibit will run through March.

“The reality is that all human
beings are part of nature and ap-
propriate subject matter for the
Natural History Museum,” Aikens
said.

The museum has permanent
and rotating exhibits on geologi-
cal, biological and cultural histo-

“We are a museum of natural
and cultural history,” Aikens said.
The staff is considering a name
change to reflect that.
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FREE PIZZA

October weekend special!

Buy a Jamba Smoothie and get a free slice of
pizza at Pizza Planet. Located in the EMU.
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Open Sat 10 am - 9 pm

. Monday thru Friday 7:30 am - 10 pm

Ever dreamed of taking on the Emerald
staffers in the weekly ?'Pac-'l 0 Picks” that
appear in editions of Game Day? Now is your
chance! Simply march up to the Emerald
offices at Suite 300 in the EMU, fill out an
entry form and deposit it in the box to the
left of the receptionist desk. Deadline is
every Wednesday by 5 pm. Winners will be
notified Thursday mornings. Then you could

get the chance to prove your

PICKING PROWESS.

& Expires Nov. 1, 1999 « No Other Discounts Apply
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