
Explosion leads to car dealership fire, traffic jam 
■ Fhe Eugene Kia 
dealership loses offices, a 
carport and 22 cars to flames 

By Sara Lieberth 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

Minutes before 4 p.m.Thursday 
afternoon an explosion in the repair 
shop of the Eugene Kia car dealer- 
ship set off a large fire that spread 
quickly to the offices and adjacent 
carport at 1768 W. 6th Ave., as well 
as a nearby apartment building. 

The Eugene Fire Department re- 

sponded to the scene within two min- 
utes, calling out a second alarm upon 
arrival. No injuries were reported. 

Fire department spokesman Bri- 
an Terrett said eight fire trucks and 
more than 30 crew members were 
on hand fighting the fire that 
poured black smoke over West Eu- 
gene and choked rush-hour traffic 
where Sixth and Seventh avenues 
intersect Chambers Street. 

“You couldn’t even see the road; 
the smoke was so thick,” Terrett said. 

Though the specific cause of the 
fire is still unknown, firefighters re- 

ported that after the flames took 
over the Eugene Kia office, they 
quickly engulfed the lot’s carport, 
causing the roof to collapse. Fire- 
fighters estimate at least 22 cars 
were burned in the carport. 

Shirley Mannion, a teller at a 

nearby U.S. Bank branch, was star- 
tled by a loud boom before the pow- 
er went out in the bank. 

“I noticed the smoke right 
away,” she said. “And before you 
knew it, it was all up in flames.” 

Terrett said saving the apart- 
ment building directly east of the 
car lot was the immediate priority 
of firefighters when they arrived. 

“No one’s going to be sleeping 
there tonight,” he said. “But we’re 
calling it a save.” 

Dominick Voci is a tenant in the 
building at 1706 1/2 W. 6th Ave. 
and said from where he was stand- 
ing it appeared his apartment and 
its contents had been ruined. 

“Everything around it is toast, Vod 
said, “But they say my truck is OK.” 

Official estimates of damages to 
Eugene Kia and the apartment 
building are expected in a few days. Firemen spent hours containing the blaze at the Kia dealership on West Sixth Avenue. The cause ot the blaze remains unknown 
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Flu Vaccinatio 
Influenza vaccinations will be given at the 
University Center for faculty and staff 
every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday \ 
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and for stud- 
ents Monday Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. Beginning Wednesday, Oct. 20 

Students $4.00 
Faculty and Staff provided by PEBB 

Annual flu immunizations are recommended, for 
the following: 
1. Healthy persons 65 years or older. 
2. Persons with long-term heart or lung 

problems. 
3. Persons with any of the following: kidney 

disease, cystic fibrosis, diabetes, anemia, 
severe asthma and conditions which 
compromise immune mechanism. 

Influenza vaccine may be given to persons 
wishing to reduce their chances of catching the 
flu, persons who provide essential community 
services and students or others in schools or 

colleges. 

For more information, call the 
University Health Center at 346-4441 

a new school film celebrating 50 years of filmmaking 
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fjANus Mentadenf ® motorola 

EUGENE 
South Eugene High School 
Sunday, October 24 5:00 & 8:00 

Portland, OR 

Portland, OR 
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Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall 

Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall 

Columbia Theatre 

Garfield Auditorium 

Willamette Univ., Smith Aud. 

Oct. 22 

Oct. 23 

Oct. 23 
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Oct. 28 a 29 
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FREE LIFT TICKET TO MT. BACHELOR AND VAIL! 
Everyone attending FIFTY will receive a second consecutive day FREE with the purchase of an 

all day lift ticket to Mt. Bachelor OR Receive a FREE lift ticket plus discount lodging from 
Mt. Bachelor Village. AND a certificate for a FREE lift ticket to Vail." 

GET THE ALL NEW BACHELOR EXPRESS PASS AND GET $5 OFF YOUR LIFT TICKET, PLUS MORE. 
CALL (800) 829-2442 OR ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.MTBACHELOR.COM! 

Tickets available at G.l. Joe's, TicketMaster, 
theater box offices, and for Longview: Pro Shop 
stores (360) 577-1580 and Rite Aid. 

CALL (503) 224-4400 

T/C/K.I 
QrKSGON 

For discounts on groups of 10 or more call 
(800) 523-7117. Each group order will receive 
the "Making of FIFTY” video. 

www.tlclcitiniilir.ctm 
Gl JOE'S MEIER A FRANK 

MIBADflpR® MOUNT 
BACHELOR 
VILLAGE www.giJoet.com 

•some restrictions apply. www. warrenmUler.com 


