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Homeless get second chance

B Graduates of a renters
rehabilitation program
receive help finding housing

By Darren Freeman
Oregon Daily Emerald

Carl Mathiason had lost almost
everything — job, home, stability
and even his health. During his
worst times, Mathiason seemed
to fit the description of the
stereotypical bum,

“I was a mess,” Mathiason
said. “I'd sit and drink with the
railroad bums and do things like
fall in the campfire.”

Mathiason was homeless for
about a year before entering Eu-
gene's Second Chance Renters
Rehabilitation, a program run
through St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety that helps homeless people
obtain and maintain housing.

He took advantage of the week-
ly, three-hour-long classes on
such topics as finding rental
housing, landlord expectations,
budgeting, housing laws, credit,
self-esteem and conflict resolu-
tion.

After the eight-week program,
he found a home with help of the
program, which guarantees to re-
imburse landlords up to $600 for
property damages and defaulted
payments incurred by any of its
graduates.

“If the program hadn’t been
there, I don’t know what would
have happened to me,” Mathia-
son said. “I don't know if I'd still
have my daughter. I don’t know
if I'd still be alive.”
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Before becoming homeless,
Mathiason worked as a firefight-
er in Idaho and badly injured his
back on the job in 1984, After 14
years of fire fighting, he found
himself unemployed and unable
to do the strenuous physical
work he had done all his life.

For the next several years,
Mathiason received rigorous me-
dial treatment, minimized physi-
cal exertion and drank too much.

He and his wife moved several
times, had a baby girl and
scraped by from one federal dis-
ability check to the next. Then,
in 1993, the checks stopped com-
ing when a doctor deemed Math-
iason fully recovered.

After an argument with a land-
lord, Mathiason ended up on the
streets in March of 1993. His
family lived off welfare.

Mathiason hoped to find a
home within a month, but his
lack of references, unemploy-
ment, criminal record and bad
credit rating made impressing
landlords difficult.

The Mathiasons moved to Eu-
gene where the weather is more
temperate and job opportunities
more plentiful. But Mathiason
still couldn’t find a home, and
his family parked near railroad
tracks and slept in their van.

“I'd wake up in the morning
trying to be positive. But I was
losing hope. We seemed to run
into brick walls everywhere,” he
said,

Mathiason became depressed,
his drinking problem worsened
and he ended up in jail
overnight. It was then that he re-
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alized he needed to change.

Mathiason joined Alcoholics
Anonymous and moved his fam-
ily into a homeless shelter, where
he first heard about Second
Chance. He joined the program
and graduated in the spring of
1994 determined to make a better
life.

Second Chance founder and
project director Tina Eoff was so
impressed with Mathiason’s ded-
ication and determination that
she offered him a job.

Today, Mathiason, 44, is a peer
counselor and editor of a quarter-
ly newsletter for Second Chance.
Mathiason and his wife divorced,
and he is now renting a three-
bedroom house in Springfield
with his new wife of one year,
three of her children and his own
daughter. He hopes to some day
own a house.

Eoff can empathize with Math-
iason because she spent six
weeks living homeless near Ar-
mitage State Park in 1992. She
began Second Chances in 1993
and in 1995 moved it under the
umbrella of St. Vincent de Paul.

About 100 participants per
year pass through the Second
Chance program, which receives
most of its funding from United
Way.

“We can help almost everyone
who wants to help themselves,”
Eoff said. “I think we’ve put a big
dent in homelessness in this
county.”

For further information about
Second Chance Renter Rehabili-
tation call Eoff, Mathiason or
Vikki Perpinan at 687-5820.

+ THE BIRKENSTOCK STORE
—
“_” E E’-’I'O:Z_I(J"-.

10-6, Sun: 11-5

NEWSROOM — (541) 346-5511

E(Jrr.eoneﬂdif_\' I I

P0. Box 3159, Eugene OR 97403

The Oregon Daily Emerald is published daily
Monday through Friday during the school vear and
Tuesday and Thursday during the summer by the
Orqgon Daily Emerald Publishing Co. Inc., at the
University of Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. A member of
the Associated Press, the Emerald operates inde-
pendently of the University with offices in Suite 300
of the Erb Memorial Union. The Emerald is private
property. The unlawiul removal or use of papers is
prosecutable by faw.

Editor in chief; Laura Cadiz
Managing Editor: Felicity Ayles

reporters.
Freelance: Amy Jennaro, editor.

parter.

ke, Edward Yuen, reporters.

Community: Sara Lieberth, editor. Darren Freeman, Brian Goodell,

Higher Education; Stefanie Knowlton, edifor. Maggie Young, re-

Perspectives: Bret Jacobson, editor. Kameron Cole, Jon Gruber,
Napoleon Linardatos, Beata Mostafari, columpists.

Pulse: Sara Jarrett, editor. Yael Menahem, reporter,

Student Activities: Jason George, editor Jeremy Lang, Simone Rip-

Sports: Tim Pyle, editor. Mirjam Swanson, assistant editor. Scott

News Aide: Victor Runyan

Copy: Monica Hande, Stephen Palermini, copy chiefs. Mally Egan,
Laura Lucas, Tom Patterson, Jamie Thomas, Ellen Weisz, Eric Qual-

heim, copy editors.

Photo: Scott Bamett, editor. Catharine Kendall, Azle Malinao-Al-
varez, Jeff Stockton, photographers. Michael Crisp, Matthew Lan-
dan, Tom Patterson, Lindsey Walker, photo technicians.

Desig n: Katie Nesse, editor. Kelly Berggren, Leigh-Ann Cyboron,
Katie Miller, designers. Bryan Dixon, Giovanni Salimena, ilustrators.
On-line: Jake Ortman, editor. Broc Nelson, webmaster.

ADVERTISING — (541) 346-3712

Pesznecker, Jeff Smith, Brett Williams, reporters.

Rice, Amy Ruppert, Hillary Schultz, Chad Verly, Emily Wallace, Lisa
Wood, advertising sales representatives.

CIASSIFIEDS — (541) 346-4343

Trina Shanaman, manager. Erin Gauthier, Lauren Howry, Tara
Rothermel, staff.

BUSINESS — (541) 346-5512

Judy Riedl, general manager. Kathy Carbone, business supervisor.
Sarah Goracke, receptionist, Trina Gomez, Michael Higgins, John
Long, distribution.

PRODUCTION — (541) 346-4381

Becky Merchant, director. Melissa O'Connell, Van Nguyen, advartis-
ing assistants. Rachelle Bowden, Doug Hentges, Jesse Long, Adam

Michele Ross, manager. Tara Sloan, coordinator:. Goro Harumi, Lau-
ra Lucas, Laura Paz, Randall Tipton, Ross Ward, ad designers.




