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DAMN THiS

ugene is known for many
things — the original Sat-
urday Market, trees, track
and field, greenness,
pollen, microbrews, activists,

PERSPECTIVES

TRAFFIC JAM

The Ferry Street Bridge's endless reconstruction

has become a Eugene staple

tering Eugene from the usual di-
rection?

As one veers off the Beltline
and toward the city center, it is
impossible to miss.

ers outfitted in hard hats and
neon orange vests, but only one of
them seemingly works while the
others stand around watching
and shouting encouragement like

Maybe the problem is that the
University has hired away all
the productive construction
workers in town to build the
new law school and add on to
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IR TR It is incessant — at least since they're on the bench at a basket- Esslinger.
S;uugss;r?;lr;.gz? Eéfzi?;i’,‘gfi ts I've been in town — and slower ball game. * Whatever the case, it seems
SRR et plishments. than a Sunday afternoon. When Ireturn to Eugene years  slightly ludicrous to me that those
But what is the first thing that What, you ask? down the road to visitmy old un-  two projects will be completed
strikes any out-of-town visitor en- You should know, but perhaps  dergraduate stompinggrounds,I  light years ahead of the Ferry
you've become so used to it that fully expect to drive into town Street Bridge.
you forget. and find the Ferry Street Bridge Yeah, the bridge's recon-
I'm talking about the tangled still “under construction.” struction has become as much
web of construction that en- Anything else would be shock- ~ of a Eugene institution as Frog,
gulfs any automaobile as it ing. In fact, I would probably The Glenwood Restaurant and
purrs into town. think I was entering the wrong Spencer’s Butte.
The Ferry Street Bridge town for a confusing moment or Oh well — it makes for a
seems to be a graveyard of two. great tourist distraction,
construction parts with Then Iwould shrugitoffasa doesn’t it?

cones here, steel beams there
and other parts everywhere
that either never move or are
quickly replaced.
And each time I roll by,

nothing much appears to

be getting done.
Sure, there are

sign that times have drastically
changed in Eugene since I was a
Duck.

Tim Pyle is the Emerald's edi- &
tor in chief. He can be
reached via e-mail at
ode@oregon.uoregon.edu.
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