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Programs wrestle with rule changes 
Oregon was 

the only 
program to 

suspend 
wrestlers 

because of rule 
violations last 

season 

By Joel Hood 
for the Emerald 

A year and a half after they instituted 
sweeping rule changes to control the way 
college wrestlers can lose weight, NCAA of- 
ficials say coaches and athletes have been 
compliant and called the changes “positive” 
and “necessary” to ensure the safety of com- 

petitors. 
Sparked by the deaths of three college 

wrestlers trying to cut weight two years ago, 
the NCAA implemented rule changes in 
January 1998 to protect wrestlers from un- 

safe weight-loss practices and excessive de- 
hydration. 

These changes have worked, said Mike 
Moyer, NCAA wrestling committee chair. 

“The coaches I talked to at the NCAA 
Championships all said the rule changes 
have been very successful and that their 
wrestlers had more fun this year than in 

years past.” 
But not all coaches think the new rules — 

which include the outlawing of rubber 
suits, diuretics and saunas for weight loss — 

benefit the wrestlers. 
“It completely changes the sport and af- 

fects performance,” said 
Minnesota head coach J. 
Robinson. “Cutting weight 
makes wrestlers tough. 
There are benefits to using 
saunas. The NCAA is do- 
ing to wrestling what a lot 

of people are doing to society: taking re- 

sponsibility away from the individual.” 
In February, Oregon wrestlers Doug Lee 

and Kenny Cox were suspended for one 

match after voluntarily admitting they had 
used illegal methods to lose weight. The 
one-match suspension was in accordance to 
the NCAA Wrestling Committee’s policies. 

Oregon was the only school to suspend 
wrestlers for using illegal methods to cut 

weight last season, Moyer said. 
The suspensions led to separate investi- 

gations headed by Gary Gray, associate ath- 
letic director, and Dave Hubin, executive as- 

sistant to University President Dave 
Frohnmayer. Gray’s report is complete, but 
Hubin is still investigating. 

Both Gray and Hubin said they found no 

evidence that head coach Chuck Kearney 
knew of the weight-loss rules violations be- 
fore they were made public in January. 
They also said they do not expect any dra- 
matic changes. 

Kearney was out of town and could not be 
reached for comment. 

The Championship Cabinet, an extension 
of the NCAA’s governing body, will decide 
this summer whether to approve a rule 
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Men can’t find 

happy ending 
atNCAAs 
In season of transition, three 
All-Americans suffer 
disappointing finishes at the 
national championships 
By Allison Ross 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

With just three members of the Oregon 
men’s track and field team competing at 
the NCAA Championships in Boise, Ida- 
ho, during the weekend, a team victory 
was clearly out of reach. 

But all three competitors — seniors 
Micah Davis and Piotr Buciarski and ju- 
nior Steve Fein — were All-Americans 
in their respective events. And Davis and 
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Women end 
season with 
tough losses 
Freshman Niki Reed wins 
All-American honors in an 

otherwise disappointing meet 

By Scott Pesznecker 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

More than anything else, this season of 
Oregon women’s track and field may be 
remembered as the last go-round for se- 

niors Marie Davis and Kaarin Knudson. 
The distance-running duo found suc- 

cess at the Pacific-10 Conference Cham- 
pionships in Tempe, Ariz., on May 21- 
22. Davis took home her first Pac-10 title 
in the 3,000 meters, and Knudson fin- 
ished fourth in the 800. 

Heading into the NCAA Champi- 
onships in Boise, Idaho, last Wednesday, 
it seemed almost certain that Davis and 
Knudson — both previous All-Ameri- 
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Nick Medley/Emerald 
Piotr Buciarski was ranked No. 4 in the pole vault going into the NCAA Championships, but strong winds kept 
the All-American senior from pulling off a clean attempt at any height. 

Oregon on 

upswing 
with Nosier 
Despite the loss of four seniors, 
the men's golf team is confident 
it can huild on recent success 

By Brett Williams 
lor the Emerald 

The Oregon men’s golf team capped off 
one of the most successful seasons in pro- 
gram history Friday, when Ryan Lavoie fin- 
ished tied for 23rd in the individual stand- 
ings at the NCAA Championships in 
Chaska, Minn. 

The Ducks couldn’t advance as a team 
into the second half of the tournament, set- 

tling for 18th place at Hazeltine National 
Golf Club, previously host to two U.S. 
Opens. Oregon hasn’t finished as high as 

18th at nationals since 1986, when the 
Ducks matched that mark. 

Lavoie, who described 
his own advancing while 
his teammates were dis- 
qualified as “like kissing 
my sister,” was pleased 
with his performance at 
nationals. 

“I think I played well,” 
said Lavoie, who will return for his senior 
season along with teammate Andrew Tred- 
way. “With the tough course and the condi- 
tions, I was pleased with how it worked out.” 

Oregon head coach Steve Nosier believes 
that Lavoie’s mind set factored into his suc- 

cess. 

“The thought process he put into his 
game was very good,” said Nosier, who di- 
rected Oregon to its second straight nation- 
als appearance. “He hit good golf shots on a 

very difficult course.” 
In a season that started off slow, Oregon 

ultimately proved it was worthy of the No. 
15 ranking with which it finished. 

But at nationals, the Ducks suffered a let 
down when they failed to make the team 
cut by dropping to 18th after finishing 14th 
the first day. Only the top 15 teams ad- 
vanced to the second half of nationals. 

While Nosier calls the performance at na- 

tionals “very disappointing,” he is pleased 
with the success the Ducks had just to make 
it to that point. 

“It was a highlight that we played well at 

regionals and had that [nationals] opportu- 
nity,” Nosier said. 

Next season, Nosier will have to revamp 
Turn to GOLF, Page 20 


