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T-shirt entrepreneurs launch business from Web site

A University student
capitalizes on the growing
trend of Internet sales

By Victor Runyan
Oregon Daily Emerald

Imagine a T-shirt that express-
es exactly what the wearer wants
it to say.

ArtApart.com is an example
of a growing trend among entre-
preneurial University students
who start businesses on the In-
ternet.

ArtApart.com is the Web site
of Aajost Technologies, co-
owned by Aaron Ickes, a student
working toward his master’s de-
gree in business administration.
It offers customers the chance to
design T-shirts and other mer-
chandise on the Web site and
have it shipped to them. The
Web site and its custom-designed
software took half a year to devel-
op.

“We did a lot of footwork,”
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said Joel Rowles, Ickes’ partner.

He said they avoided one of
the risks of starting a business on
the Internet — opening too early.
They are avoiding another risk by
having a business plan.

One of the powers of the In-
ternet is it frees business own-
ers from the need to maintain a
clean workplace for customers
to visit, said Phil Busse, assis-
tant director of the Charles H.
Lundquist Center for Entrepre-
neurship.

“It's Oz, except no one gets to
look behind the curtain,” Busse
said.

But this lack of in-person
customer contact creates a
temptation to start a business
before it is ready. The absence
of inventory on the shelves is
easier to hide with an Internet-
based business.

The Internet made it easier for
Ickes and Rowles to create the
business by reducing their start-
up costs from more than
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underreported types.”

Because of the number of unre-
ported rapes and assaults, Jason
Bennett, a resident assistant for
Sweetser Hall in the Walton
Complex, instigated a ribbon pro-
gram to show his support for sur-
vivors of assault. He, along with
other Sweetser residents, passed
out more than 2,500 ribbons this
week.,

“I've received overwhelming
support from the community for
doing this,” Bennett said. “If I
can make one person wear the
ribbon and become aware of sex-
ual violence then this project has
been worth it.”

Juleah Huckstep, a family
and community services major,
will speak at the rally. As a
woman with a physical disabil-
ity, Huckstep plans to discuss
her own ideas about the issue of
violence.

“So many people in our soci-
ety view sexual assaults as an act
committed against beautiful and
loose women,” Huckstep said.
“They don’t realize the perpetra-
tor targets those who are weaker
and accessible.”

Huckstep said one of her
friends was sexually assaulted,
but Huckstep felt the charges
were not believed because of her
friend's disability.

“People wondered why good-
looking boys would choose to
assault her,” Huckstep said.
“But what people don’t realize
is that sexual assaults are about
power and control, not about
sex.”

Nadia Telsey, a University self-
defense instructor and a
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women’s movement advocate,
said she hopes the march will
gain social awareness of the
prevalence of violence.

“Rape and domestic abusa are
often swept under the rug,™
Telsey said. “Thousands of
women are walking .around
wounded. They need to know
they are not alone and that they
have acceptance and support
from the community.”
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$100,000, what he estimates it
would cost to start a similar
storefront run business, to the
few thousand dollars. He said the
business draws about three or
four customers per day, more
than they predicted.

The software for the site re-
quired $70,000 to $80,000
worth of engineering by Rowles
and their former partner, who
the pair is buying out, Rowles
said. He said the trio was able
to create and offer the software
he feels makes them more com-
petitive with other businesses
offering custom T-shirts be-
cause they had the technical
skills required to do the work
themselves.

The software permits cus-
tomers to put text and pictures of

their choice on the product. They
can upload a picture or choose
pictures from the company’s
files. Rowles said only one other
company offers a similar level of
customization to the average con-
sumer.

“It's one thing to make a Web
page, it's another thing to make it
dynamic,” Ickes said.

The company grew out of the
its creators’ interest in art.
They wanted to allow people to
express their own artistic im-
pulses and decided the best
way to do that was to allow
customers to design T-shirt art,
he said.

Rowles and Ickes are plan-
ning to expand into other cus-
tom-printing areas, such as
business cards. They deliver
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* You pack it, we pick it up and store it.
* Business and personal storage units.
* Heated storage available.
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their products with the help of
a print shop, getting the T-shirt
to the customer within a few
days.

This year the business college
expects to graduate about 90
MBA students. Of these, about
10 percent start their own busi-
nesses and another 20 percent
plan to start their own business
within a few years. Most of the
remaining students go to work
for existing businesses, said
Dan Poston, director of master’s
Frograms for the business col-
ege

Poston said the Internet is a vi-
tal area for any student to under-
stand.

“It's going to impact all differ-
ent industries,” he said.
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Ever Wonder How Students Benefit from
the Peer Health Education Program?

Develop Valuabie Skilis for Future Career
- Organize and present health

workshops

- Publish in the WellNow—

the health center's newsletter

- Define your
communication skills

- Strengthen your resume
through experience

Expiore Hot Topics in College Health

Sex—rFitness—Drugs—Stress—& More!

Use your knowledge and skills to make a

difference in the lives of other college students
Develop Relationships with Heaith Professionals

UNEVERSITY

HEALTH CENTER
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“PHE gives you marketable skills to
enter almost any profession.”

—~Education Coordinator of Injury
Prevention Programs

Hurry, space is limited

for Fall "99!

Two Term Commitment ELTA 407
(4 credits) Class Meets Tuesday

and Thursday 9:30-10:50 am
Pick up an application at the

Thutsday, May 20,1999 Orégor Daly Emerald T

Peer Health Education Office in the
Health Center or call 346-4456
for more information.
Pre-authorization is required!
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