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¢¢ We've been
getting good
pitching and
good defense
and some
timely bits. 77

Rick Gamez
UOD head coach

Oregon needs solid de-
fense from third base-
man Christi Shelton and
company this weekend
against No. 14 Stanford
and No. 19 Califomia.

Stanford, Gal visit for Ore

Either Jill Robinson or Katie
Mackey could break the Ducks’
bhome run record this weekend

By Mirjam Swanson
Oregon Daily Emerald

After surviving the roughest road trip of
the season last weekend, the Oregon soft-
ball team is happy to be home, playing in
the familiar confines of Howe Field this
weekend.

The No. 18 Ducks face No. 14 Stanford
at 1 p.m. on Saturday and No. 19 California
at 1 p.m. on Sunday in the final regular-
season homestand for five Oregon seniors.

“We're really looking forward to finish-
ing strong with them here at home,” head

coach Rick Gamez said. “They're all excit-
ed and ready to play.”

When play begins Saturday, the Ducks
might be more complete than they have
been recently. Senior Jennie Cook could
take the mound for the first time since her
thumb was broken when she was hit by a
pitch — the last time Oregon faced the Car-
dinal.

“Jennie might see some pitching time
this weekend,” Gamez said. “She has been
pitching a little bit this week, and her arm
is starting to feel better. Her thumb, obvi-
ously, is feeling much better.”

Triawn Custer, a second-team all-confer-
ence first baseman last season, also suf-
fered a thumb injury and has been side-
lined since mid-February. She also could

make an appearanre in the lineup this
weekend, Gamez said.

“Triawn got cleared to go full out
[Wednesday],” he said. “She’s swung the
bat the past couple of days, and she saw
some light hitting. She’s ready to go.”

Oregon's single-season home run record
is also almost ready to go. Heading into
Saturday's contest, both centerfielder Jill
Robinson and infielder Katie Mackey are
tied for the team lead and school record of
12 home runs.

The next homer by either player makes
history.

But Gamez said the Ducks have other
concerns besides breaking records, like re-
matches with Stanford, which swept Ore-
gon a month a go, and Cal.

gon’s Iast stand

“They're both good clubs,” Gamez said.
“They've got good pitching, good defense,
good offense — the whole package.
There’s not anything that they're really
lacking. We're going to have to go out and
make sure that we continue to play the
game that we have been.”

And that's been pretty well.

Last Saturday, Oregon upset No. 1
UCLA, gaining a spilt in Los Angeles, be-
fore traveling to No. 5 Washington the next
day and splitting with the Huskies as well.

“[We've been] getting good pitching and
good defense and some timely hits,”
Gamez said.

The Ducks rank in the top three among
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Ducks try the triangular

The Oregon By Scott Pesznecker
women’s track TR
andﬁeld ¥a Seconds, anyone?
am In the second triangular meet
was dealt a of the season, the Oregon
4-point loss women's track and field team
71'75)35 ity will have a second chance to

scored meet

master the dual-meet format at
the Pepsi Team Invitational at
Hayward Field on Saturday.
Competition begins at 12
p.m. with the javelin and ends
at 4:15 p.m. with the 4X400-
meterrelay, an event the Ducks
have dominated this season.
The meet is the second in a
three-week homestand for the
Ducks, who are one meet away
from closing the regular season.
Oregon'’s previous triangular
meet was against Washington
State on April 3. The Ducks
suffered one of their worst loss-
es in program history to the
Cougars.
Head coach Tom Heinonen
likes the matchup going into

the weekend. He said Nebraska
may be “one level above,” but
he believes the Ducks can make
a run at the Cornhuskers.

“Team competition can often
bring out the best in people,”
Heinonen said. “If we get a
break in the weather this week
that we didn’t get last week,
then this could be a good week-
end. The competition will be
there, and the motivation, too.”

A key matchup between Ore-
gon and Nebraska pits Tish
Henes against the Huskers’
Keisha Griffis in the 400 hur-
dles. At last season’s Pepsi In-
vitational, Griffis won the bat-
tle with a time of 57.59
seconds.

However, Griffis’ fast pace
pushed Henes to a personal-
best time of 58.40. Henes’ cur-
rent season-best time is 59.29.

Marie Davis returns to the
3,000 meters after scoring an
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UO home for one last dual

The men’s track and
field team competes in
their final scoring meet

By Allison Ross
Oregon Daily Emerald

After a string of non-scoring
meets, the Oregon men's track
and field team battles Wash-
ington and Nebraska on Satur-
day in its final dual meet of the
season.

Hayward Field did not favor
the home team last Saturday,
as two of Oregon’s top per-
formers — All-American Mic-
ah Davis and Howard Moore
— suffered minor injuries.

Moore suffered a muscle
cramp while anchoring Oregon
in the 4x100-meter relay and is
expected to compete Saturday
in the 200, 400 and both relay
events, head coach Martin
Smith said.

However, Micah and brother

. Matthew Davis are attending

the wedding of their brother
and will miss the meet.

“Obviously we're going to
miss Matthew and Micah,”
Smith said. “It's going to be im-
portant to see how these kids
get after it.”

The field events may over-
shadow some of the day’s dis-
tance events. The javelin throw
features Nebraska All-Ameri-
can Scott Warren, who ranks
third nationally among colle-
gians (243 feet, 4 inches) and
teammate Cory Lehman, who
ranks sixth nationally (234-5).

Oregon is led by Ryan Keith,
who ranks fourth in the Pacif-
ic-10 Conference and provi-
sionally qualified for the
NCAA Championships (220-5)
at the Washington State dual
on April 3.

“The preparation isn't differ-
ent,” Keith said of Nebraska.
“It's the mindset you get into.
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