
Ducks hope to extend season 
I he women s tennis team 
is optimistic about 
reaching the postseason 
By Mirjam Swanson 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

Seniors Shanelle Kaneshiro, 
Jaime Martin and Andrea Petrovic 
don’t know whether their tennis 
careers at Oregon are finished or 
if they’ll be playing in the NCAA 
Tournament next month. 

Those three seniors — who 
have experienced their share of 
historical accomplishments and 
the most agonizing of setbacks 
with the women’s tennis team — 

will have to wait until May 5 to 
find out. 

“I definitely hope our season is 
not over,” team captain Kaneshi- 
ro said. “But it’s weird not know- 
ing. It’s hard to not know because 
you don’t know if you should re- 

lax now that the season’s over, or 

not.” 

Adding to their uncertainty is 
the new format for this season’s 
tournament selection process. For 
the first time, all of the nation’s 
conference champions will re- 

ceive automatic bids to the 64- 
team tournament — just as the 
NCAA basketball field is set. 

So, although the Ducks fin- 
ished the season ranked No. 50, 

clearly making them one of the 
top-64 squads in the country, it’s 
unlikely that there will be room 

for them at the tournament after 
all of the conference champs are 

seeded. 
“I really don’t think we’re going 

to make it,” 
head coach 
Jack Griffin 
said. “We’re 
definitely on 

the bubble, but 
I don’t know 
what criteria 

they’re going to use. 

“We have not finished strong, 
so I’m sure they’ll look at that. But 
we have not lost to a team that 
wasn’t in the top 35, and we have 
beaten two top-20 teams. So, I just 
don’t know.” 

After beating then-No. 27 
Washington for the first time in its 
history, Oregon received its high- 
est ranking ever in January. But 
since then the Ducks have strug- 
gled, losing eight of their last nine 
matches and dropping 19 spots in 
the standings. 

Although Oregon probably 
won’t be invited to the tourna- 
ment, the Ducks still plan to prac- 
tice and prepare with the hope 
that they’re asked. 

“We have a plan to meet Thurs- 
day,” Griffin said. “We’ll start 

something then. But it’s like we’re 
sort of in the twilight zone, we 

don’t know.” 
Unlikely as an Oregon appear- 

ance may seem, the team — so se- 

verely debilitated by numerous 

injuries last season — remains op- 
timistic about its chances. 

“I think we will get in,” 
Kaneshiro said, “or I’m hoping we 

will. Whatever happens, hap- 
pens. It would be great to get back 
there after everything we went 

though last year. But we just have 
to wait and see.” 

While they’re waiting, plenty is 
going on for the Ducks. They’re 
recovering from the difficult Pa- 
cific-10 Championships last 
weekend, catching up scholasti- 
cally and celebrating the birth- 
days of two of their teammates — 

junior Alina Wygonowska and 
redshirt freshman Sarah Colistro. 
They’ll definitely also be hoping 
that Colistro’s May 3 knee surgery 
is successful. 

And they’ll be keeping their 
fingers crossed that the seniors’ 
careers aren’t done just yet. 

“I’m really hoping we do it.” 
freshman Valerie Young said. 
“More than anything I want us to 

go for our seniors. It would be 
such a great feeling.” 

Avalanche looks to bury San Jose 
By John Mossman 
The Associated Press 

DENVER — Home-ice advan- 
tage finally kicks in this week for 
the Colorado Avalanche, who find 
themselves in a favorable posi- 
tion: They lead San Jose 2-0 with 
the next three games at home. 

Favorable, but not unscalable. 
The Avalanche postponed the 

first two games of the first-round 
NHL series last week out of re- 

spect for the shooting tragedy at a 

suburban Denver high school. 
They opened in San Jose, where 
they beat the Sharks 3-1 in Satur- 
day’s opener and 2-1 in overtime 
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getting aching legs and every- 
thing. I’ve never had leg problems 
before.” 

Shortly after Yeater realized her 
leg problems, she made a chal- 
lenge to herself. 

“I said, ‘Enough of this. I don’t 
need to be stressed out running 
these times.’” 

That was about three weeks 
ago. 

“Now, I’m eating healthier, and 
I’m staying away from the dorm 
food,” Yeater said. “I’m working 
hard, and sometimes I might go 
out and do a little extra jogging.” 

Assistant coach Mark Stream 
has coached Yeater since her ar- 

rival at Oregon, and he has no- 

ticed the recent change in 
Yeater’s attitude. 

“She has always tried hard, but 
she is starting to recognize that 
certain things need to be done in 

Monday night. 
Returning home for Games 3 

and 4 on Wednesday and Friday 
— and a Game 5 in Denver on Sat- 
urday if necessary — the 
Avalanche are cognizant of the 
pitfalls of thinking this series is 
just about over. 

Rookie right wing Milan Hej- 
duk, whose goal at 7:53 of over- 

time gave Colorado the win Mon- 
day night, said, “It’s great to win 
two in a row and be back home. 
It’s the best situation. 

Wiser heads urged caution. 
“Our attitude hasn’t changed,” 

goaltender Patrick Roy said Tues- 

all aspects of her training,” 
Stream said. “She is recognizing 
that there are more things to do to 
get everything going in the same 

direction. 
“She is an in- 

credibly strong 
person and she 
is very dynam- 
ic. In time, she 
will provide a 

benchmark to 
others on the 

team with her 
explosiveness. 

Certainly on the track, she is a 

leader by example. She will grow 
into a leadership role over time, 
but she is just a freshman now.” 

Despite her difficulties, Yeater 
has not written off the possibility of 
a successful season. Her goals are 

to have her times in the 100 down 
to the 11-second range this season, 
and she wants to cut her times for 

day. “We have to take every game 
one at a time. We remember last 
year when we were up 3-1 in the 
first round [against Edmonton] 
and had two of our last three 
games at home. We lost them all. 

“So Game 3 is a huge game for us. 

It’s the only game that matters right 
now. I haven’t heard anybody talk- 
ing about not wanting to go back to 
San Jose [for Game 6]. All I know is 
we have to win four games, and un- 

til we do the series is not over. 

Colorado captain Joe Sakic insist- 
ed it is “still going to be a tough se- 

ries. They’ve got a gritty hockey club. 
We can’t take anything for granted.” 

the 200 closer to 23 seconds. 
In the future, she would like to 

be an All-American and is confi- 
dent she has what it takes to get 
there — if she works hard. 

“I learned that there are a lot of 
people out there who are better 
than me, and I’m going to have to 
work really hard to do what I 
want to do,” Yeater said. 

“I have goals to do all this stuff, 
and the only way I see myself be- 
ing able to achieve my goals is if I 
work hard and do what I need to 
do to get there.” 

Most of all, though, Yeater has 
learned to support herself. 

“I think it’s made me stronger 
mentally. I’m a lot better at deal- 
ing with responsibilities since I 
got here, and I’m handling change 
better,” Yeater said. “I’m not as 

stressed out to be as I used to be 
because I’m getting used to it 
now.” 
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The Restoration Campus Ministry at the University of Oregon for over twenty years is hold- 
ing a series of open discussions at the EMU. The roundtables take place in the Century 

Rooms Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. & Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 
Date 

April 28 

April 29 

Topic Place 

Science, Miracles and Magic 
for information: 726-5480 

$ ft-tot th urofe is summer o»n 

Well take tour! It's the sights an easy way see 

E -uroedn Wonder ai Mo 
Eight day tour of four countries 

England, Holland, Belgium, f Fvandc 

CIEE; Council on International Educational Exchange 
University of Oregon 
In the EMU Building 
Eugene 

877 1/2 East 13™ Street 
Eugene 

(541)344-2263 
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The Best Scat In Town 

2900 Gateway Street at the Gateway Mall 

Springfield, OR 

(541) 744-5909 

FREE COCA-COLA COUPON 
This coupon entitles you to 

One FREE 16 oz 
Coca-Cola Product 

with the purchase of a popcorn 

Th« Ini »««t In T»wi 

2900 Gateway Straat 
Theatre Only 

Out coupon par oMkanar, no cwA «afca. 

★ 17 wall to wall screens ALL STADIUM 
(16" height difference between each row) 

★ DTS fi» Dolby Digital Stereo Sound 
★ 3 concession stands, 3 box offices 

(more convenient for customers) 
★ Video Arcade 
★ High back rocking chairs with cupholder armrests 
★ 4-day advance ticket sales 

wwwxinemark+com 

Find Fun Stuff in the ODE Classifieds 

0%% til Hsjp 
Wednesday, April 28,1999 Oregon Daily Emerald 9 


