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interesting to walch,

but it’s time to move on

or weeks we've been caught in a storm.
A flurry of posters, buttons, leaflets,
rumors, accusations, letters to the
editor and general snarkiness.

We've been regaled with accounts of

who put posters where, how much

money this or that organization

spent on its campaign and where ex-

actly the money goes.

Welcome to democracy at the Univer-
sity. It's passionate, fiery, occasionally bit-
ter but never dull. And sometimes, it’s even
mildly entertaining, The annual elections
have at last passed us by and now it's all over
except for the grievances.

And make no mistake, there are grievances. Just
last Thursday, before the general elections had
even been decided, a student filed a complaint
against the ASUO questioning their use of student
fees to bring consumer advocate Ralph Nader to
campus on the eve of the general election.

The grievance alleges that Nader’s appearance
violated an ASUO election rule barring individu-
als from disrupting class time to promote measures
or candidates and an ASUO Executive rule that
states that incidental fees may not be used to sup-
port particular campaigns.

True, the apt timing of Nader’s appearance does
inspire raised eyebrows and chin scratching, but is
that enough reason to clog the process with yet an-
other grievance?

When one considers all of the information, it's
unlikely that the ASUO went out of its way to in-
fluence the election.

Furthermore, Nader’s appearance in the EMU
Amphitheater was not the sole reason for his visit
to Oregon. He had already spoken in Portland ear-
lier that day, and he was billed as a speaker for

The OSPIRG flap has been

To even conceive
that Nader’s ap-
pearance had a
significant affect
on the election
outcome, one has to
believe that the peo-
ple who attended the
rally were not only influ-
enced by Nader, but that
they fanned out across cam-

pus, luring the masses to vote
in favor of OSPIRG. The only

Earth trouble with that theory is that

Week, the voter turnout was about 15

which coincid- percent, indicating that the mass-

ed with the gener- es aren't so easily lured.

al election, So congratulations to OSPIRG for
If nothing else helps regaining its funding. If nothing else,

the ASUO's case, the
event was not well publi-
cized, So, ifthis was all a
plan to give OSPIRG the edge
in the polls, it wasn’t a very good
one.

Finally, OSPIRG won by more
than 471 votes, While several

we hope that the past two elections have
opened your eyes to the fact that you can-
not take anything on this campus for grant-
ed.

And most of all, congratulations to all
students who cared enough to vote, to get
out there and campaign for the issues

and candidates they believe in and even

hundred students attended to file grievances when they thought
Nader's speech, it's unlikely people weren't playing by the rules.

that the rally alone was Now let's find something else to ar-
enough to account for such gue about for the next two years.

a significant win, Whether

you support or oppose OS- This editorial represents the opinion of the
PIRG, the math pretty much Emerald editorial board. Responses may be
speaks for itself. sent to ode@oregon.uoregon.edu.
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