
Knicks kick selves 
again in playoff race 
cy fveii oeryer 
The Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Allan 
Houston disappeared in the sec- 
ond half again, and the New York 
Knicks lost their fourth straight to 
move closer to vanishing from the 
playoff race. 

Houston was 0-for-4 with no 

points in the second half, missing 
a wild 3-point attempt that would 
have tied it in the last 10 seconds 
as the Philadelphia 76ers beat the 
Knicks 72-67 Monday night. 

The Knicks, in a three-way tie 
for ninth place in the Eastern Con- 
ference, dropped their season- 

high fourth straight as they once 

again failed to make clutch plays 
down the stretch. New York com- 

mitted eight of its 18 turnovers in 
the fourth quarter. 

The Sixers kept a hold on the 
seventh spot with a 1 1/2-game 
lead over New York, Toronto and 
Charlotte. 

Matt Geiger had 22 points, and 
Allen Iverson had 20 despite an- 

other poor shooting performance. 
He was 6-for-17 a day after going 
2-for-l 7 in a loss to New Jersey. 

Theo Ratliff missed two free 
throws with 21 seconds left, and 
Aaron McKie outfought Larry 
Johnson for the rebound, seeming- 
ly stealing New York’s last 
chance. But Iverson went l-for-2 
from the line with 17 seconds re- 

maining, giving the Knicks hope 

as they trailed 70-67. 

Latrell Sprewell missed a dri- 
ving jumper, got his own rebound 
and passed to Chris Childs, who 
couldn’t get a 3-pointer off and 
found Houston across the court. 
Houston’s double-clutch shot 
bounced over the backboard, and 
Eric Snow sealed the victory with 
two free throws. 

Knicks coach Jeff Van Gundy, 
looking ever more haggard as the 
season slips away, took off his 
sports coat and walked off the 
court with his head down after the 
buzzer sounded. 

Houston finished with 12 
points, all in the first half. 
Sprewell had 16 and Ewing 11 for 
the Knicks, who have three days 
of soul searching ahead of them 
before their next game. 

Ewing, who stripped Geiger 
leading to a layup by Childs, 
scored five straight points during 
an 8-2 run that cut the Sixers’ lead 
to 66-64 with 2:46 left. Ratliff end- 
ed the drought by going l-for-2 at 
the line after an exhilarating se- 

quence involving Iverson and 
Sprewell. 

Iverson missed a jumper, and 
Sprewell sprinted out with the 
long rebound on a breakaway. 
McKie chased him down, blocked 
the shot and got the ball ahead to 
Iverson. After Iverson missed a 

driving layup, Ratliff got the re- 

bound and was fouled. 

Swanson 
continued from Page 7 

reportedly told him he was ruin- 
ing his career. Then she hung up 
on him. 

So, imagine what issues started 
to swirl in the minds of the NFL’s 
owners and management: Gee, 
that Williams boy, he does have 
those dreadlocks. And golly, his 
tongue really is pierced. What 
about all those tattoos? It could be 
a problem, his also wanting a pro 
baseball career. How much 
weight has he gained, 10 pounds? 
Or is it 25? 

Oh, and his hands, they’re kind 
of small too, aren’t they? 

And, yes indeed, there’s going 
to be plenty of other great athletes 
in the draft this year, isn’t there? 

Williams suddenly found him- 
self going through some things; 
silly factors that had been eagerly 
overlooked weeks before became 
full-fledged issues. 

So what was Williams trying to 
do, hookin’ up with the No Limit 
family? Keep it real? Expand his 
reach to include kids who he 
might not be able to influence 
with just sport? 

Undoubtedly, yes. 
It wasn’t only Williams’ associ- 

r 

ation with No Limit, and thus 
Master P, that caused his stock 
with NFL teams to drop. 

There were several other quali- 
fied players — like Smith—who 
were suitable fits for the franchis- 
es with the early picks. And 
William’s fluctuating weight was 

understandably an area of con- 

cern. 

But it’s obvious that P’s pres- 
ence did limit Williams’ appeal. 

When all is said and done, the 
draft order won’t have a great im- 
pact on Williams’ career. Consid- 
ering that he is New Orleans’ sole 
pick of the draft, the Saints will 
surely pay him as if he were a No. 
1 pick. 

New Orleans coach Mike Ditka 
is ecstatic to have him. And the 
No Limit family—based in Baton 
Rouge, just up the road from the 
Saints— should be thrilled to 
have their brother in pads and 
helmet so close to home. 

Ya heard? 

Mirjam Swanson is a sports reporter 
for the Emerald. She can be 
reached via e-mail at 

mswan@gladstone. uoregon.edu. 
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18 minutes south of Eugene 2000 Cal Young Rd. 
in Cottage Grove .942-8730 Eugene .484-1927 

Afternoon Rates 
9 Holes...$600 

Monday Friday after 1 pm • Good till 4/30/99 

We bring the storage unit to you. 
•You pack it, we pick it up and store it. 
• Business and personal storage units. 

• Heated storage available. 

485-2115 

LIBRA 
Are you a little 

oft today? 

find out in the ODE Classifieds, 
every day! 

Virtual Office Systems inc. 
in Partnership with 

The University of Oregon Bookstore 
3131 West 11th Ph. 343-8633 Open Mon-Sat 10-6 

AMDK6-2® 
“Power Haver” 

$949.99 
• AMD K6-2 3D 350 CPU 
• 8 MB Diamond AGP 
• 4.3 G Maxtor Hard Drive 
• 64 MB 100 MHz SDRAM 
•15”.28 SVGA Monitor 

AMDK6-2 400 add $40 
AMD K6-3 400 add $210 
6.4 Maxtor Drive add $10 

Custom Built 
VOS Computers. 
Order yours at 

VOS or at the 
UO Bookstore 

The “Ultimate" 
Pentium It® 350 

$1199.99 
* QDIBX Board, 100 MHz 
* 8 MB Diamond AGP 
* 6.4 G Western Digital 
64 MB 100 MHz SDRAM 

>17”.28 SVGA Monitor 
W/ Pentium It 400 $1299.99 
W/Pentium 11450 $1479.99 

Upgrade to an 8.4 Gig Drive $10 

All Systems include ATX case, Windows 98, 36X CD, 56K v.90 modem, mouse, 
keyboard, floppy, Yamaha sound, speakers, 1 Yr. parts/2 Yrs. labor warranty 
VOS Inc. Systems are also available at the U of O Bookstore. Parts available onl> at VOS Inc.' 
Prices good though -1 ’3 W. AMD. KO, AMD logo and .'DNovvJ are ii.ulcmar.ksol AMD. Inc Memois prices idled cash discmmt. (io Ducks! 

ExcePTfotJ5iIfACHE» 

Composition 
Teacher 

of the Year 
1998-99 

Help us reward him/her. 
If you have had an excellent teacher this year in an 

English-Composition class (any class with a “WR” prefix), 
nominate him or her for an Outstanding Composition 

Teacher Award. Leave a note or a detailed letter with the 
English Department or mail it to Anne Laskaya, Department 

of English, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403. 
Nomination must be post marked 

or submitted by Wednesday, April 28,1999. 
For more information, call 346-3911. 
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