Perspectives

Dear Vince: a professor’s letter to the ODE columnist

'm writing in response to
your controversial April 2
column in the Emerald. Ac-
tually, I'd been meaning to
write to you about another col-
umn you wrote, the one that ap-
peared in the March 5 Emerald.

As Iunderstood you, in that
column you raised the question of
whether the faculty of the Univer-
sity actually teach students to
think critically for themselves or
whether “the university is just an-
other piece of the intricate super-
structure the system relies on to
perpetuate its existence.”

Iintended to reply to your col-
umn, but then it was spring break
and you know how it goes. I did
want to tell you that I was im-
pressed by that column. I never
cut an article out of the Emerald

before, but I cut your column out.

I want to try to explain to you
why I have mixed feelings about
your spring break column. You're
a really good writer who has the
ability to create vivid imagery and
a visceral response in your read-
ers.

After reading your column, |
could almost feel the Pacific surf,
taste the frosty lager and visualize
the killer sunset at the Grand
Canyon. Unfortunately, I also had
a vivid image of the woman (the
“prey”) who engaged in violent
sex with your pal Wally. This im-
age is upsetting and offensive to
me.

During spring break, my part-
ner Laura and I went on our annu-
al pilgrimage to southern Utah
with our two dogs, Cody and
Kiva.

The actual things we did were
pretty different from the things
you described — no beach, no
tequila, no other women, but the
net effect was the same. We
hiked, camped, drank Utah near-
beer and soaked up sun and
canyon vibes. Like you said — ut-
ter stoke.

Right be-
fore we went
offinto the
Grand Stair-
case Es-
calante wilderness, we heard that
the police had found a car con-
taining the bodies of two of the
three women who had disap-
peared from Yosemite.

This bit of news was even more
horrific than our expectations. I
remember standing in a beautiful
canyon, looking at the coral-col-
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ored cliffs wondering why they
hadn’t found all three women.
Laura and I wondered whether
the third woman had been kept
for sexual purposes. I felt sick. I

also felt afraid. We heard the rum-

ble of a jeep and went and hid be-
hind a big cottonwood tree.

The whole experience of being
alone in the wilderness was taint-
ed with fear, even though we had
two 80-pound dogs with us.

Given the fear of sexual vio-
lence that women live with ona
daily basis, I think that it was in-
sensitive and inappropriate for
you to describe women as “prey”
and sex as “violent” in the Emer-
ald.

T hope it was really just a poor
choice of words and what you
meant by “prey” was “target of a
visceral desire” and what you

meant by violent was “vigorous
and mutually pleasurable.” ButI
can't really be sure, and that
makes me queasy.

Anyway, I just wanted to say
that even though I cringed a few
times while reading your column,
overall, I appreciated your exuber-
ance, honesty and gopd writing,

I'm glad you enjoyed the Grand
Canyon, although I'm not sure
“huge freaking hole” really cap-
tures the essence of it.

I hope you go back some day
and hike down into it. Get up ear-
ly, hike all the way in and back in
a day (preferably with someone
you love) and then sit on the rim
and sip an ice-cold Corona. Now
that’s utter stoke.

Deb Frisch is an adfunct professor
in psychology.
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how we can better serve you.

and a fistful of suckers.

s Vg, s Ao, servies of ArnerCan s ook

Give us just 10 minutes of your time and this could
be you. Hiking, comping under the stars, river rofting, mountain
biking. If you've ever dreamed of seeing the “real west”—cowboys, canyons,
deserts and riding the range—then this is the 14-day trip for you!”

Fill out our EMU Student Survey in next week’s Oregon Daily Emerald and
we'll enter your name to wim o free “Experiencing the West” trip.

Call it a bribe, but we really want you to fill out our EMU Student Survey. We
want fo know more about you. About what you want from your EMU. About

Oh, and when you hand in your completed survey, you'll get a book of coupons

EMU Student Survey
Monday » April 19th » In the Emerald

So tell the EMU what you think. After all, it is youwr student union.
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ODE Classifieds.

Run your for sale item for five days (items under $1,000) ...
if you don't sell it, we’ll run it 5 More days for free!
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Raw Talent.

The Oregon Daily Emerald is always looking
for young writers who want to learn and grow
at a real newspaper.

For information on how to freelance for the Oregon Daily
Emerald call 346-5511.
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