
Oregon high school sophomores face CIM testing 
The Associated Press 

PORTLAND — Oregon high 
school sophomores are facing 
what may be the most feared tests 
of their young lives. Yet many 
wonder if the results even matter. 

Even if sophomores do poorly 
on the certificate of initial mastery 
tests, the state’s award of achieve- 
ment, they could still be promot- 
ed. At all but one high school, 
they could still get a diploma. No 
Oregon colleges require the cer- 

tificate for admission. 
“A lot of us are frustrated with 

the fact that we have to take the 
test, and we don’t know what we 

are working toward,” said Erinn 
Adkins, a Cleveland High School 
sophomore. 

In a recent survey by The Ore- 
gonian of 160 Portland-area 
sophomores, most said nothing 
would happen if they didn’t earn 

a certificate this year. 

In a survey of 50 Oregon school 
district superintendents, most 
said the results matter to legisla- 
tors and the state Department of 
Education, not to students, and 
that there is no consequence for 
failing to earn the certificate. 

“When you try to tell them it’s 
important, they say ‘For what?’ 
said Tom Hayes, director of in- 
struction for the Bend-La Pine 
School District. 

“Besides personal pride, what 
is the motivation for a student to 
work hard to receive this certifi- 
cate when the real deal is a high 
school diploma?” asked George 
Crace, a Wilsonville High School 
social studies teacher. 

Architects of the 1991 educa- 
tion reform act that launched the 
tests envisioned that a certificate 
would carry consequences. 

They thought that the reading, 
writing and math skills would be 

valued and required by educators, 
employers and college officials. 

The standards to earn a certifi- 
cate of initial mastery, or CIM, 
were not adopted until 1996, giv- 
ing this year’s sophomores -- the 
first group eligible to earn certifi- 
cates ~ only two years to prepare. 

Only Reynolds High School, in 
Troutdale, requires the certificate 
for graduation. 

Yet eight years after Oregon 
adopted the reform law, efforts 
are emerging to give the certifi- 
cates clout. 

A measure in the Legislature 
would give students who earn a 

CIM a $l,500-a-year renewable 
scholarship if they go to college in 
Oregon. 

Some business leaders are be- 
ginning to see that success on the 
certificate can predict success on 

their own pre-employment tests. 
That was the finding of a study 

of 270 high school students, com- 

missioned by the Oregon Busi- 
ness Council, the state Depart- 
ment of Education and the state’s 

university system. 
“I think it reaffirms that the 

CIM will be a valuable certifi- 
cate,” said Duncan Wyse, presi- 
dent of the business council. 

Some business leaders say they 
will ask job applicants whether 
they have a certificate. 

“When it is in place, and we 

start to see people walk in the 
door with that, I believe that we 

will be taking that into account,” 
said Wendy Hawkins, education 
relations manager for Intel, the 
computer chip-maker that has 
11,000 employees in Oregon. 

Starting in 2005, the certificate 
of advanced mastery will be 
awarded to students who have 
reached the state’s new goals for 
12th-graders. 

The Oregon Business Council 
is spreading the word about the 
certificates so that more employ- 
ers will be asking about them. 

By 2005, Oregon universities 
hope to rely more on the certifi- 
cates in determining if students 
should be admitted, although the 
certificates still won’t be re- 

quired. 
The certificate won’t be re- 

quired for admission to Oregon’s 
private colleges and universities, 
but they will take note of whether 
an eligible student has earned 
one, said Gary Andeen, executive 
director of the Oregon Indepen- 
dent Colleges Association. 

“I would not want to be apply- 
ing to a college from a CIM high 
school and not have achieved a 

CIM,” Andeen said, “because the 
question would be, ‘Why haven’t 
you achieved a certificate of ini- 
tial mastery?’ 
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The Emerald also advocated the better- 
ment of student life on campus. When the 
faculty was voting on whether to give stu- 
dents a Thanksgiving break, the Emerald 
supported the proposal on its editorial 
page: “Few students can go home if the va- 

cation is not allowed,” a 1922 editorial ar- 

gued. 
The newspaper also took a stand in op- 

posing faculty proposals to establish a six- 
day school week and switch the Universi- 
ty from a term to a semester system. 

Throughout the 1920s, the University 
experienced massive growth. As increas- 
ing numbers of students flooded the 
school, new buildings sprung up to sup- 
port the burgeoning school. 

During the mid-1920s the University be- 
gan its construction on Knight Library and 
McArthur Court. New science, journalism 

and business administration buildings 
were constructed and, after intense debate 
between students and the administration, 
the University purchased land for a pro- 
posed student union if students agreed to 
foot the bill. 

In a matter of weeks, students collected 
the $200,000 necessary for the construc- 
tion. When plans to begin construction 
were put into effect, “students danced the 
night away in their revelry and excite- 
ment.” 

While the Emerald focused attention on 

the basic happenings on campus such as 

assemblies and football games, often giv- 
ing them front page status, it also reported 
on political events as well. 

The newspaper devoted many of its edi- 
torials to encouraging students to vote and 
participate in the “events that are changing 
history.” 

Throughout the years, the Emerald had 
an almost eerie sense of what those events 
were. In 1923, the Emerald predicted that 
there would be a second world war in the 
coming years. 

“It looks as though the world has not 
learned the lessons of peace, just as it did 
not learn the lessons from the war,” an ed- 
itorial proclaimed. 

The paper also foresaw the increase in 
racial tension in the country. In quoting a 

bishop who visited the campus in 1924, 
the paper said “war is inevitable” and 
such a war “is only going to be a racial 
war.” 

This increase in racial tension was evi- 
dent on campus in the mid-1920s as the 
Ku Klux Klan often came onto campus to 
recruit students. 

But by 1929 the issues of race were re- 

placed in the Emerald by issues of the 

economy. Throughout the 1920s, the 
Emerald reported that Europe was suffer- 
ing mass unemployment and economic 
stress. When the stock market crashed on 

October 24, 1929, economic issues were 

placed on the front burner. 
In a front page story a week after the 

crash, the Emerald reported a complete 
economic crash was likely and that “a 
massive depression” would result. 

An economics professor was quoted as 

saying that “The stock market break was 

bound to come, and once it is started, 
there is no way to stop it.” 

But perhaps the biggest irony comes 

from a 1923 story about a professor’s trip 
to Eastern Europe. The headline read: 
“Balkan Trouble Fly in Political Oint- 
ment.” 

Even after 80 years of history, some 

things haven’t changed. 
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FREE Birth Control Supplies & 
Sexual Health Services 

if... I 
you have a social security # 

you have a moderate income- 
-teens are based on their income alone 

you are an Oregon resident & a US citizen 

I 

Thetl I yOU could qualify for this NEW program 
I no proof of income required 
B Call for more information 344-9411 

P Planned Parenthood 
1670 High, Eugene 

I'll jo io Burojfz 
lk* kisiory... 

tVK-e w /Vs 7 
For now, I’ll snorkel 1200 miles of coral reef. Hike a Tasmanian trail. 

Or, maybe I’ll hang in a Melbourne pub with some cruisy Aussies. 
Then again, I could balloon over the Red Centre. Australia is the land 

of the free; free to do whatever I choose. Aussie Escape Packages 
including air, coach pass and extras start as low as $995*. 

A* for Ebropt, 'v-o.yLt I'll io*~t dey. 

r 
C1EE: Council on International 
Educational Exchange 

CALL 346-5581 
V or www.counciltravel.com 

‘Price includes round-trip air from LAX to Sydney, plus Oz Experience travel pass from Sydney to 
Melbourne. Sydney Starter pack, and VI0 Backpackers Membership kit. Valid dates; 4/1/99 -10/31/99 

Add-ons available. Restrictions apply. Taxes not included. Price subject to change without notice. 
1999 Australian Tourist Commission. 
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Become an On-Campus Paid Student Representative 
(v varsitvbooks.com 

We are hiring students to represent VarsityBooks.com at your campus. 
VarsityBooks.com is the number one seller of textbooks on the Internet. 

We offer: 
• $7/hour paid internship. 
• Opportunity for generous bonuses. 
• All the training you need. 
...And positions are available now. 

We wont you to... 
• Work 10 to 20 hours for the last three weeks of this semester 

(finals weeks excluded). 
• Work 20 to 30 hours for the first two weeks of fall semester. 
• Help tailor our marketing plan to your campus. 
• Build a team of assistant reps (other students) to help implement the 

marketing plan. 
Here’s your chance to work in marketing with a dynamic Internet 
company, build your resume, have some fun-and get paid for it! 

For more information call (888) 413-2900 
or register on our web site at www.VarsityBooks.com. 
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