Oregon high school sophomores face CIM testing

The Associaled Press

PORTLAND — Oregon high
school sophomores are facing
what may be the most feared tests
of their young lives. Yet many
wonder if the results even matter.

Even if sophomores do poorly
on the certificate of initial mastery
tests, the state’s award of achieve-

In a survey of 50 Oregon school
district superintendents, most
said the results matter to legisla-
tors and the state Department of
Education, not to students, and
that there is no consequence for
failing to earn the certificate.

“When you try to tell them it’s
important, they say ‘For what?" ”

valued and required by educators,
employers and college officials.
The standards to earn a certifi-
cate of initial mastery, or CIM,
were not adopted until 1996, giv-
ing this year's sophomores - the
first group eligible to earn certifi-
cates - only two years to prepare.
Only Reynolds High School, in

of 270 high school students, com-
missioned by the Oregon Busi-
ness Council, the state Depart-
ment of Education and the state’s
university system.

“I think it reaffirms that the
CIM will be a valuable certifi-
cate,” said Duncan Wyse, presi-
dent of the business council.

The Oregon Business Council
is spreading the word about the
certificates so that more employ-
ers will be asking about them.

By 2005, Oregon universities
hope to rely more on the certifi-
cates in determining if students
should be admitted, although the
certificates still won't be re-
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posing faculty proposals to establish a six-
day school week and switch the Universi-
ty from a term to a semester system.

Throughout the 1920s, the University
experienced massive growth. As increas-
ing numbers of students flooded the
school, new buildings sprung up to sup-
port the burgeoning school.

During the mid-1920s the University be-
gan its construction on Knight Library and
McArthur Court: New science, journalism

night away in their revelry and excite-
ment."”

While the Emerald focused attention on
the basic happenings on campus such as
assemblies and football games, often giv-
ing them front page status, it also reported
on political events as well.

The newspaper devoted many of its edi-
torials to encouraging students to vote and
participate in the “events that are changing
history.”
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racial tension in the country. In quoting a
bishop who visited the campus in 1924,
the paper said “war is inevitable” and
such a war “is only going to be a racial
war."”

This increase in racial tension was evi-
dent on campus in the mid-1920s as the
Ku Klux Klan often came onto campus to
recruit students.

But by 1929 the issues of race were re-
placed in the Emerald by issues of the

An economics professor was quoted as
saying that “The stock market break was
bound to come, and once it is started,
there is no way to stop it.”

But perhaps the biggest irony comes
from a 1923 story about a professor’s trip
to Eastern Europe. The headline read:
“Balkan Trouble Fly in Political Oint-
ment.”

Even after 80 years of history, some
things haven’t changed.
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