University professors compare Kosovo situa

Scholars conducted a
Jorum Wednesday to
examine the issue

By Felicity Ayles
Oregon Daily Emerald

Although the crisis currently
unfolding in Kosovo is centered in
Yugoslavia, University professors
likened the conflict to World War
Il in a forum at the School of Law
Wednesday before an audience of
about 300,

“Prior to the 20th century, the
use of military force was a legiti-
mate way of exercising foreign
policy. The world wars of this cen-
tury supposedly brought lots of
lessons to us,” law professor Jon
Jacobson said.

Four professors specializing in
the areas of geography and law ex-
pressed their understanding of the
legal and geopolitical aspects of
the crisis in Kosovo.

Jacobson spoke about the con-
flict and how it affected interna-
tional law. He spoke primarily of
the UN. Charter, established
when the organization was found-
ed in 1945, and cited the Security
Council of the United Nations as
the “international police.”

“The United Nations charter es-
tablished a system for maintaining
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self-defense, the United States is
using NATO rather than the Unit-
ed Nations as the policing agent in
Kosovo, he said.

“Is this intervention a new ex-
panded concept of self-defense or
a substitution of the security coun-
cil in response to threats of nation-
al peace?” he asks, “NATO contin-
ues to expand and is taking the
role of a police agency in Kosovo.”

Geography professor Ronald
Wixman has spent much of his life
studying the Balkans. He has visit-
ed Kosovo eight times and Yu-
goslavia 25 times and said he feels
somewhat distressed about what is
currently happening in that area.

Butunlike other critics, Wixman
is most concerned about propagan-
da and inaccurate information.

“laccuse the U.S., England and
France of manipulating the facts
to justify nonintervention,” Wix-
man said.

He said reports from Kosovo are
not always true and that people in
the Western Hemisphere should-
n’talways believe what they hear.

The West doesn’t go to Kosovo
to verify the reports, he said. “The
New York Times prints it, and we
believeit.”

Wixman criticized NATO for
waiting too long to get involved
with the conflict.
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Aboveall, Wixman said, hecan’t
understand how the United States
and NATO could have turned a
blind eye to these problems for so
long. The United States has power-
ful satellites that can see the small-
est images clearly, but they couldn’t
see the bombing going on in that
part of the world, he said.

“Over and over, the U.N, was
blind,” he said. “Legal does not al-
ways mean moral.”

In addition to Wixman and Ja-
cobson, geography professor
Alexander Murphy explained the
way the geography of Eastern Eu-
rope has changed since World
Warll.

He said this conflict is more be-
tween empires than it is between
individual countries, because the
former German and Ottoman em-
pires encompassed that area of Eu-
rope. But now, he said, the em-
pires are divided into all the
individual states that comprise
the countries in the Balkans.

Law professor Ibrahim Gassama
ended the talks by asking the audi-
ence to think of the refugees and
innocent victims of the conflict.

“There is something deeply dis-
turbing about bombing a country
to getits leaders to agree to human
rights,” he said. “We must reach
out to the victims of this conflict

A S WA L DRI O AR S LY e R

£ A S E S e

tion to WWII

UL SRR, 1

i,

public order in the international “In the eyes of the West, thisis  with understanding.”

community and learned from the  an internal matter,” he said, Croat-

lessons of the world wars,” Jacob-  ia and Slovenia were attacked,  Felicity Ayles can be reached via Scott Barnet(Emerald

son said. and the West did nothing because  e-mail at fizzer@gladstone. Geography professor Alexander Murphy was one of four speakers Wednesday aftemoon
For collective and anticipatory it was an “internal matter.” uoregon.edu. at the Law School to address the growing conflict in Kosovo.
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Chapters will hold fun activities throughout the week

ALPHA CHI OMEGA - KAPPA KAPPA GAMMA
GAMMA PHI BETA ~DELTA DELTA DELTA
fIGMA KAPPA - (HI OMEGA

“For more information call Kristen Oldham at 346-1153

or visit Greek Life - Suite 5 - EMU Ground Floor Saturday, April 10. Hayward Field.
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