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Major League Baseball |
Baseball Preview Special
7p.m., ESPN

b e ¢ il

(e S =

e LA TN

Settling for the NIT
not in Ducks’ plans

Oregon plans to continue its
stellar second-half play and
dance at the 2000 NCAAs

By Tim Pyle
Oregon Daily Emerald

After the fact, human nature is to ask,
“What if?"”

But consider this:

Of the Oregon men's basketball team's
13 losses this season, eight were by less
than seven points or in

forward A.D. Smith said. “David’s going
to be real fired up to play and will defi-
nitely help us, and I think Anthony is a
good player.”

As the finishing touches dry on this sea-
son, a roller coaster that featured both
thrills and spills, one thing is evident: The
Ducks survived.

Despite the myriad of tough losses and
the departures of juniors Mike McShane
and Donte Quinine that punctuated an
abysmal 2-8 start to the Pac-10 season,

This serieswraps ~ Overtime. Oregon kept its head above water and
upOregon'swinter  The other five de- ©€ven rfavgrsed direction against the seem-
varsitysportsand  feats? :ngl_y i\;'llﬂ and deadly current threatening
; o sink it.

previews next One at NCAA Tour- - : - : .
S8ason. nament-qualifier Min- T_here is such a fine line at th'ls level
nesota in a game that and in the Pac-10 between winning and
Tuesday: the Ducks led 39-25 at  l0sing games, and they had some misfor-
Wrestling halftime, two at the tune,” Oregon State head coach Eddie
Wednesday: | = . of preseason- Payne said. “To their credit, they kept
Women's No. 1 and Pacific-1o their focus, they stayed together and then

haSke“‘)E" Conference champion they got the victories.
TODAY: Stanford and two lop- Despite the season-ending losses to Cal-
P p g

Men’s basketball sided losses in the Na-

tional Invitation Tour-
nament's final four that mercifully ended
an exhausting — both emotionally and
physically — season.

What if Oregon had been able to pull out
just one or two of the numerous heart-
breaking losses it suffered in the first half
of the Pac-10 season?

The Ducks, who reportedly were one
of the last at-large teams swept from the
NCAA Tournament selection commit-
tee's planner, would have made their
first appearance at the Big Dance since

ifornia in the semifinals and Xavier in the
third-place game of the NIT, Oregon went
9-4 after its second two-point loss to
UCLA on Feb. 4.

Junior-college transfers Alex Scales and
Darius Wright blossomed on the perime-
ter, Brown rekindled his scoring flame,
Carson ran the court with unusual effec-
tiveness fora 7-footer and Smith schooled
his flashier opponents in the fundamen-
tals.

In convincing home victories over
Washington and California, fans al
McArthur Court saw the Ducks at their up-
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1995. tempo, exciting best. : *
And then, who knows what would have A 67-64 first-round win over Georgia : : 5 s o skl i L
happened with Oregon in the groove it Tech in the NIT showcased Mac Court to e Ducks willneed passionats inside play like this from sophomore post Flo Hartenstein next season. g:"
found in the second half of the season? a national ESPN audience and building year in regards to Ernie Kentand ~ who was third on the team in scoring and E.‘z-
Perhaps Gonzaga would not have been g Showed that Oregon could indeed  hjg Jong’range visions.” finished his career second on Oregon’s all-
the only Northwestern surprise at the 4 m 3“i f‘m aclose Om’-’ . Sintth fakie sonis Soline ia the Second. IiI?'IE? lllrianr-|)[:i1‘nlurs list. "'l'h‘eru are some {
tournament. Then, a resoun_dmghome Vic-  halfaccomplishments but still laments the H!mgs that I did want to achieve and d}d— i
Butthatwillbiave to wait until et tory over Wyoming and an im- o1 shortcomings. n't, but overall I have to be content with
SHAsbN - a'season that 156ks pressive road win at Texas Chris- e what we did do."” <>
A tian gave Oregon an unlikel I really wanted to make the tourna- U W FRS— | =
extremely promising for a 8 g y : : Next season, Smith may get his wish, as |
: g ; spring break in New York. ment, and I felt we had a team that could £ X S /2
still-developing team that Pring 9 St us il " said Smith. wl d it Pac-10 all-newcomer honorees Scales, the &
loses seniors Terik Brown Although that trip ended in ;3(‘ 2o 19:-1':{3], s’":;‘ B B pa!:e ¢ team's leading scorer, and Wright join him
; : : eam in rebounding and was second in  _ G i :
and Mike Carson disappointment, the journey, scoring as returning starters. %
while adding Utah in retrospect, was definitely a ' ) And talented freshmen Freddie Jones &
transfer_Da\_rld Jackson wild ride. _However, even though Brown missed ;14 Chris Christoffersen, guard Yasir
and  junior-college “I think it was an outstand- DiS last shot at glory in the Big Dance, he  posomond, posts Skouson Harker and i
guard Anthony Nor- ing year, all things consid- said he can find satisfaction in what did  fjo Hartenstein and the two new addi- &
wood. ered,” Ducks athletic director @PPen. ¢
“I'm excited,” junior Bill Moos said. “A very strong “I can't be disappointed,” said Brown, Turn to MEN, Page 12 B
¥
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Tough crowd awaits hot Oregon in ASU tournament
The No. 19 By Mirjam Swanson there, including No. 4 Arizona, No. 5 tow, who claimed her second individual )
. Ducks face ';“be Oregon Daily Emerald ‘ . _ Stal}fo‘rd. No. b USC and host No. 7 Ari- title of the season by recording a score of
g A A good performance at the Ping/Ari- zona State. Also represented will be the 144,
3 best field’ they  ;ona State Invitational, one of the tough- nation's top-ranked team, Duke, as well as In second place was Oregon's Angie Riz-
: bhave seen  est events of the season, would help to No. 3 Tulsa. zo with 150, while sophomore Dawn Berry E
starting with propel the No. 19 Oregon women’s golf “The short game is came in third place with 156.
Han: team into the stretch run of the season on key,” Baumgartner said. In the end, the Ducks finished play at the e
mday".ﬂm‘f a positive note. “If you putt and chip Colby Classic recording seven of the top 4
round at the “This is definitely the best field we've well, you'll play well.” eight finishes. g
Ping/ASU  seen all year,” Ducks head coach Renee This weekend's tour- Oregon will need to continue that type of ;
Iivitational in Baumgartner said. “We know we're going nament will be the first efficient play this weekend to be successful %
; to have to play well to accomplish our for Oregon since its when it faces several of the most talented BAUMGARTNER i
Phoenix goals.” dominating victory at the Colby Classic  golfers in the country. ﬁ
Seven of the nation’s top eight teams, and  on March 22 and 23. The Ducks won that Among the top entrants partaking in this 8
' 13 of the top 25, will be present at the 17-  event by a startling 51 strokes, as they fin- weekend’s 72-par competition are 1998 U.S. 3
ﬁ team competition, which begins today in  ished with a score of 606 in two rounds of ~Amateur champion Grace Park of Arizona ;
Phoenix. play. State and 1998 U.S. Open runner-up Jenny =
All of the Ducks’ Pac-10 rivals will be Oregon was led by senior Karen Bris- Chuasiriporn of Duke. l'
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