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Local comedians to perform in benefit show

The annual Laff-Off provides a
chance for would-be comedians
to compete for prizes

By Amy Jennaro
Oregon Daily Emerald

April Fool's Day is generally a time when
people vie to get the greatest laugh. This dis-
tinction is exactly what 20 local comedians
are competing for when they participate in the
Fourth Annual Laff-Off on April 1 at the Ac-
tor's Cabaret.

The event is put on by Comedy Workout, a
group of stand-up performers, to support the
Greenhill Humane Society.

“We wanted the opportunity to benefit the
community,” said Leigh Anne Jasheway, Com-
edy Workout director.

Jasheway said the event started in 1994 as a
one-time-only production to benefit the Lane
County Food Service. But based on the posi-
tive response it received, the event became an-
nual. For the past three years, the production
has benefited the Greenhill Humane Society’s
violence prevention program, which provides
support to abused women, children and ani-
mals in domestic violence situations.

“The Greenhill Humane Society has done
some ground-breaking work,” Jasheway said.

The event will give would-be comedians the
chance to prove their mettle in front of a panel
of judges. Anyone interested in competing for
the title can participate. This year the panel of
judges includes screenwriter and photograph-
er Tom Overley, 1997 Laff-Off Winner Hannah
Bradford, The Comic News publisher Don
Kahle, cartoonist Jan Eliot and 1993 Slug
Queen Bananita Sluginsky Sarah Ulerick. The
event will be emceed by last year's Laff-Off
winner, Nick Hoffman. The contestants will
be judged on their involvement with the audi-
ence, the originality of their content and their
emotion and delivery.

But Overley said he is looking for more than
just the basics when he judges the competi-
tion.

“The intangibles like audience connection
with the performer will be the difference be-
tween almost being a success and being a suc-
cess,” he said.

Most contestants are products of Jasheway's
comedy class at Lane Community College,
where they learn the basics about writing
monologues and performing before an audi-
ence.

Gary Clark, who took Jasheway's course, de-
cided to perform in the competition on a
whim.

“It’'s a fun thing to do,” he said. “Hopefully

I'll discover a hidden talent.”

Jasheway said she hopes to the event will
raise $900. The production has been sold out
in past years, and Jasheway said there are in-
dications that this year’s show will be stand-
ing-room only.

Jasheway said some changes have been
made in the structure of the competition this
year. In past years, the winner was offered a
chance to perform in Portland coffee shops.
But Jasheway said the number of contestants
who have already performed in those venues
led her group to make some changes in the
event’s structure.

This year the contestants will receive gift
certificates from local sponsors, such as the
Actor’s Cabaret, Brushfire, The Comic News,
Oasis and West Brothers. The winner will re-
ceive a $100 gift certificate.

Kahle said he hopes the event will uncover
some fresh talent.

“I decided to judge because I wanted to sup-
port the local comics,” he said.

But Clark said winning the event wouldn’t
cause him to make drastic changes in his life.

“Iwon’t quit my day job,” he said.

The event happens 7-10 p.m. Tickets are
$10. Those interested can buy their tickets at
the box office of the Actor's Cabaret located at
996 Willamette St. or by calling 683-4368.
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News Briefs

Street repairs will
limit traffic, parking

Weather permitting, street re-
pairs begin today on a two-block
section of East 19th Avenue. The
project, which will span between
Alder and Harris streets, is expect-
ed to take about three weeks. At
least one lane will be kept open at
all times, but some parking will be
temporarily unavailable.

The city of Eugene also plans to
install a temporary traffic signal
at the intersection of Garden Way
and Centennial Boulevard.

For information, call the city
traffic relief hotline at 984-8484,

New clock part of
Esslinger remodel

A new 8-foot clock will now il-
luminate the east facade of
Esslinger. The clock stands 65 feet
above the ground and was in-
stalled March 24. It is part of the
$20 million remodeling project for
the new student recreation center
and costs $7,300. The project is
paid forby student-generated fees.
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' Free seminar: “Euro?c onad Budgc{:’ f
Where: Fir Room, EMU When: 06 April 1999, 6:00pm to 8:00pm cheap travel to Europe

. enter free drawing during the seminar to win.. .
.+ 15 day first class Eurail Pass » European Contiki Tour » And much, much more!.

HURRY! Space is limited! Call Council Travel at 344-2263 or stop by our office at
877" East 13th Street (by the University Bookstore) or on the main fioor of the
EMU to reserve your space and confirm your participation.
Free vefreshments and snacks will be sevved!

Council izl
CIEE: Council on International Educational Exchange
University of Oregon| 877 1/2 East 13t Street

In the EMU Building | Eugene
(541)344-2263

o THE TRAGICALLY HIP
SEE THEM LIVE

with special guest by divine right
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EUGENE
March 31 - 8pm
WOW HALL

. Seattle - March 30
THE PARAMOUNT

., Portland - April 1
ROSELAND THEATER

Spokane - April 3
OPERA HOUSE
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THIS
WEDNESDAY!

www.thehip.com

PRODUCED BY
UNIVERSAL CONCERTS
WWW. UNICONCERTS COM

CHARGE-BY-PHONE
(503) 224-4400

ASTER
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OPTIONS,
AND CHANGE

NEW

Room:

197?200

DIRECTIONS

ELTA 407/507

“New Directions”

Tuesdays 19:00-21:20

Dates: April 13, 20, & 27, 1999

Instructor: Edel Davenport
CRN: 32459/32487
1 credit, P/N or Audit

Requests for accommodations related to disabilities should be made to 346-3227 by March 31, 1999.

Spring 1999

Have you considered changing the
direction of your life, wondered
whether behaviors and/or coping
strategies you have acquired are
enhancing or diminishing your daily
experiences or long-term goals? Have
you been interested in finding options
for creating healthy relationship
dynamics, achieving and maintaining a
sense of well-being?

Enroll in New Directions — a
seminar designed to explore
addictive behaviors, raise
awareness, and provide skills to
change behavior patterns that do
not work for you.

ED 155

For more information, call Edel
Davenport, counselor, at 346-3227.
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541-741-2444

CALL NOW! FINAL 3 DAYS!

50% OFF

NOW OPEN FOR PRE-SALE IN GATEWAY MALL

4 EUGENE AREA LOCATIONS!
Santa Clara: (541) 461-7834  Lawrence: (541)686-4653

BEs oo b : B2 owens Nebraska * Nevada ® Oregon * Texas @c@o?j
University: (541)344-1028  Springfield: (541)726-5220 Washington And... Europe & Asiolll XSRS
1475 Franklin Blvd. 3270 Gateway Rd.

No other discounts can be used with this offer. Must be ot least 18 yeors old, o 12 with porent. Incentives may be offered for envolling on offier memberships. Babysitfing available for o nominal fes.
Focilities and omenities moy vary per lotation. Not all dubs open 74 hours a doy, every day. Promation avadable of participating 24 Hour Fitness locations only.

DISCOVER THE FEELING
OF FITNESS...

with

ENROLLMENT FEE OR MONTHLY DUES

On a Keep Fit membership. Just pay a one time processing fee and first and last
months' EFT-monthly dues and you're in.

@FITNESS

For the location nearest you, call

1-800-204-2400

www.24HourFitness.com

California ® Colorado * Hawaii * Idaho
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