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-~ Loaded and locked

Taking on the responsibility of gun ownership
i means being aware of the dangers

fa proposed gun control bill averts
even one tragedy, it's worth it.
Political rallies are eerily similar to
] high school pep rallies. That is, they
g are typically marked by people of dubious
sincerity tossing upbeat sentiment to a
pumped-up crowd.
And like high school pep rallies, politi-
cal rallies rarely produce anything of con-
v sequence.
Last Tuesday’s gun control rally, a hot
issue both locally and nationally, was dif-
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¥ ferent.
3 At the rally, Gov. John Kitzhaber an-
£ nounced a proposal that represents gen-

uine proactivity in the area of gun control.
Senate Bill 317 would hold adult gun
A owners to a higher standard of account-
e ability by holding them criminally liable
i when their unlocked guns are used by mi-
nors to commit crimes.
This liability is not limited to situations
where someone is injured or killed. It also

applies when a minor possesses the gun
in a public place or exhibits it in a care-
less, angry or threatening manner. Viola-
tors found guilty of unlawful storage of a
firearm would be subject to up to five
years in prison and/or a $100,000 fine,

It's likely that there will be significant
challenges to Kitzhaber’s proposal. The
measure is actually very specific in its
wording.

If passed, the law would protect gun
owners from prosecution if their guns
were used by a child in self-defense or if

the weapon was securely stored away or outfitted

with a trigger lock.

This bill will not end the problem of youth vio-
lence. It is doubtful that any government legisla-
tion, state or federal, could do that. But what the
measure does do is acknowledge that there are
layers of responsibility beyond who pulls the

trigger.

The entire issue actually seems like a no-brainer.
It’s fine to have a gun, but if you leave that gun
unlocked in a place where a child can get to it,
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the least you deserve is some time behind bars.
If that child uses your gun to kill, injure or
threaten another person, then part of that is on

your head.

don’t come to pass.

Taking on the responsibility of gun ownership
means being aware of the negative consequences
that may result from that. It also means taking
steps to ensure that those possible consequences

In 1997, 26 minors were killed by firearms.
Most of those guns were stored insecurely with
ammunition and most were wielded by other

children. While this may not be a particularly
jarring statistic, it stands as proof that there is a
need for this kind of legislation.

Keeping a gun away from a child who is un-
stable or even just curious is a relatively simple
task. If it takes an act of government and the
threat of prison to get people to take these steps,
then so be it.

This editorial represents the opinion of the Emerald
editorial board. Responses may be sent to ode@ore-
gon.uoregon.edu.
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