SAPP 1999 Spring Term Classes,
Seminars and Workshops
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team.

But Mowe would decline the
invite, choosing to rest her
ailing knee.

“That was a tough decision,
because I felt like if I declined
it, I would be out of the circle,”
Mowe says. “I thought if I
decline and they bring this girl
in and they think, ‘Wow, this
girl is really good, and that girl
didn’'t want to play last year
because she was injured, who
should we take?” But,
hopefully it doesn't work like
that.”

In one aspect, the time off
turned out to be exactly what
the 6-foot-5 center from Powers,
Ore., needed. Mowe started the
first 13 conference games of this
season and leads the Pac-10 in
blocked shots (2 per game) and
field goal percentage,
converting more than 60
percent of her shots.

In other aspects, the time
away from basketball has
prevented her from reaching her
full potential.

“The most difficult thing for
[Jenny] following her freshman
year was having to relearn
everything she had already
learned,” Runge says. “At times
this season she has played very
well, but she has struggled with
consistency.”

If there is one thing that is
consistent, it’s Mowe’s ability
to get into foul trouble. Every
game is a grudge match, but it
is usually Mowe who gets the
call.

Her presence on the court is
intimidating, her opponents

Sports Brief

say, but more importantly, it
opens up Oregon's offense.
While players spend their time
double-teaming Mowe under
the basket, Oregon’s guards
find a way to get the open
shot.

“It's always going to be
different for Jenny than any
other player,” says Oregon
forward Angelina Wolvert, who
played against Mowe in high
school. “Jenny Mowe is a lot
bigger than everyone else. She'll
never be able to post up like
Brianne ([Meharry] or me
because she has to worry about
the referees.

“She has to worry about so
many little things that she can’t
get away with."”

Oregon is just three games
away from a Pac-10
Championship this season, and
Mowe is a big part of that
success.

The scary part is that Mowe
feels like she hasn't reached her
peak since her injury.

Her next challenge will come
Friday when Oregon travels to
Corvallis to face rival Oregon
State. Mowe's matchup with
Beavers’ center Ericka
Brosterhous left Mowe with a
bloody nose and Brosterhous
with a sore jaw the last time the
two met.

“Jenny has always played
consistent against us,” Oregon
State head coach Judy Spoelstra
says. “We always have to get
our players to realize there will
be an imposing player at the
center position.”

Who says Jenny Mowe lost
her game?

Volleyball garners

three strong recruits

Oregon volleyball head coach
Cathy Nelson announced
Monday that Sydney Chute,
Heather Gilmore and Laura
Norton have signed letters of
intent to enroll at the University
and play for the Ducks next
season.

Chute, a 5-foot-11 setter from
Santa Rosa, Calif., was a two-
time all-North Bay League
honoree while earning North
Bay League MVP honors her
junior year.

Gilmore, a 6-foot-0 outside
hitter from South Jordan, Utah,
was named first-team all-state
in volleyball her junior and
senior seasons.

Norton, a 5-foot-11 middle
blocker from Glendale, Ariz.,
will enroll at Oregon after
playing the past two years at
Phoenix College. She will
have two years of eligibility
remaining. Norton was named
third-team all-conference in
both 1997 and 1998.

“I'm excited about all three
girls we are going to bring in
this year,” Nelson said in a
released statement. “We're
getting great athletes that are
filling positions that need to be
filled. All three of these ladies
will be impact players for us
and are going to help us with
our climb to the top of the Pac-
10.”

The signing period for
volleyball runs through Aug. 1.
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