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Revising grievance process real reason for special election

S e one campus problem that the Constitution Court chiefjusticeto  ofthe special election, students ke
Zzﬁrﬁégﬁsiﬁx:ﬁ?ﬁi ASUO Executive knew must be Commﬂfmj’ drafta more fair and streamlined have been denied their right to b

the idealism and power sq]ved:the ASUOElections _ Geneva grievance process. Proposed vote on these grievance changes. F.‘

ofthe studentbody. grievance process. It is the duty of Wortm (:}mugest‘.lfuated agrievance Amending the constitution to k:

Your student government wants this administration to ensure a orunan process with a quicker response streamline the grievance process o

to make students’ lives better. We
took office because we saw prob-
lems for students and wanted to
utilize the student government to
solvethem.

This ASUO Executive believes
that higher education should be

terests and student programs.

So far this year the ASUQO has
worked hard toward another tu-
ition freeze, saving students
$300; the recruitment and reten-
tion of students and faculty of col-
or and to make this campus safer.

We've advocated for student
parents and registered 3,500 stu-
dents to vote. But despiteall of
this great work, there has been

better process for students in-
volved in ASUQ in the future.
Overthe last two years, anyone
on campus would agree that the
ASUO elections were messy and
cumbersome. The outdated griey-
ance process caused our elections
ocome to a screeching halt, The

the elections board. Instead, the
Constitution Court, a body that
should be spending their time
with more weighty issues, has to
hear these grievances. Imagine
having to wait weeks, until the
election is over, to receive a rul-
ing on something as simple as the
number of posters allowed to be
posted on a bulletin board.

The result of this cumbersome

Letters to the Editor

process has been years ofa log
jammed court and ASUO candi-
dates remaining “unofficial " for
nearly a month. Yearsof such a
difficult process convinced us
thatitis our responsibility to

change this process.

power Lo« onsider and act upon
grievances, and if that power
were clearly defined and includ-
ed action bevond rerunning the
elections, the entire elections
process could be made torun
faster.”

This was such a priority that
the ASUO elections coordinator
was hired two months early, giv-
ing her time to work with the

time and a process forappeals..

To accomplish this, the ASUO
Constitution must be amended.
For this change to affect this
vear’s regular election, we must
hold a special election.

There is no reason to conduct

Emerald editorial board when it
irged “the Constitution Court,
the current and future ASUQ Ex-
ecutive and the elections board
should all address [this process]
by meeting and formulating a
proposal for rules changes.”

The ASUO Executive drafted
this language, which has been ap-
proved by this year’s Constitution
Court, but due to their injunction

is just one of the ASUQ's priori-
ties this year. The ASUO Execu-
tiveis still working to increase
the number of students and facul-
ty of color on campusand to

make our education more afford-
ible and the campus safer.
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{ 5 liibits even the most minorg il board clearly agreed that LU0 Executive's action The intention of the special

We advocate for student in- ance from being ruled upon by lections board were given the vas even recommended by the __il_', 1| isthe simeasall of the

work that the ASUO Executive
does everyday: to better the lives
of students. It is just unfortunate
that this year's Emerald editorial
board and the Constitution Court
don't share this vision.

Geneva Wortman is the ASUO presi-
dent. She can be reached via e-mail
(Hr{.\'h‘{ap!r:\‘-ﬂffq:"un".\'.fnnt' HOregomn.
edu

Truth, lies and special election

The flurry of letters sent to the Emerald
from environmental studies majors this
week (ODE Feb. 15 and 16) may be passion-
ate about reinstating OSPIRG, but their pas-
sion for the truth is wholly nonexistent.

1. LIE: The Constitution Court is a tool of
the Oregon Commentator, and they have
halted the election because of a) a “God
complex” and b) “constitutional mumbo

are being violated.

had no involvement in the elections, save
its Jan. 30 cover story, which cites the same
reasons the Court did — that the special
election clearly violates ASUO Constitu-
tion articles 12.2 and 12.7.

2. LIE: The students’ democratic rights

TRUTH: There is nothing democratic
about an illegal election, and should the

ones infringed upon. This argument lacks
anything resembling credibility or honesty.

3. LIE: OSPIRG is being impeded by the
whining and nitpicking of a few egotistical
students whose views are not shared by the
majority. What majority are they talking
about? It certainly can’t be the majority that
voted down OSPIRG by an unprecedented
20 percent margin this last year.

With vague threats against Constitutional

Senate move to impeach the Constitution
Court justices, OSPIRG and the ASUO Ex-
ecutive are causing far more harm to the stu-
dent body than they could ever rectify by
scamming us for $150,000 and sending it to
Portland. If anyone should be impeached,
itis ASUO President Geneva Wortman and
Vice President Morgan Cowling — and as
soon as this settles down, I hope that is the
first order of business.
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jumbo.” special election proceed, the democratic  Courtjustices, high-flown rhetoric spewing Cory Evans Falk
TRUTH: The Oregon Commentator has  rights of last spring’s voters would be the  forth from misguided dupes and a possible Computer Science.
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