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Prosecutors question Lewinsky 
By Larry Margasak 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Clinton’s lawyers on Monday of- 
fered Monica Lewinsky an apol- 
ogy “on behalf of the president” 
for the difficulties the impeach- 
ment investigation has caused 
her. They turned down the 
chance to ask any questions dur- 
ing the sworn testimony forced 
by House prosecutors. 

The deposition of the former 
intern took place behind closed 
doors in the Mayflower Hotel’s 
presidential suite, but was video- 
taped for senators weighing the 
impeachment charges. 

Rep. Ed Bryant, R-Tenn., spent 
about four hours posing ques- 
tions on behalf of the House 
prosecution team that fought to 
persuade the Senate to summon 
Ms. Lewinsky. Her testimony 
closely tracked her earlier ac- 
count to a federal grand jury, ac- 

cording to sources familiar with 
the testimony who commented 
only on condition of anonymity. 
The sources were not associated 
with the House prosecution team 
and worked outside the White 
House. 

Bryant himself would not dis- 
cuss the substance of the ques- 
tioning, which lasted far less 
than the eight hours set aide by 
the Senate, but he said he “felt it 
was a productive session.” 

Four senators sat in on the ses- 
sion as referees but would give 
no details later because they are 
bound by a Senate admonition 
not to discuss what they ob- 
served. The rest of the Senate is 
expected to review the videotape 
as early as Tuesday as part of the 
trial to remove Clinton from of- 
fice. 

Presidential friend Vernon Jor- 
dan will be questioned on Tues- 
day and White House aide Sid- 
ney Blumenthal on Wednesday 
in depositions in a private room 
at the Capitol. 

At one point in Monday’s ses- 

sion, private presidential attor- 

ney Nicole Seligman read a state- 
ment that apologized to Ms. 
Lewinsky “on behalf of the presi- 
dent for all the trouble the inves- 
tigation and impeachment trial 

had caused her,” one of the 
sources said. 

Seligman and the two other 
Clinton attorneys who attended 
the session posed no questions of 
the former intern, according to 
several sources. 

The president’s team had 
planned not to ask questions if 
the lawyers felt the prosecutors 
had broken no new ground, said 
several Democratic sources fa- 
miliar with the preparations. 

Away from the session, presi- 
dential lawyers were more ag- 
gressive, filing a new complaint 
with a federal judge against Inde- 
pendent Counsel Kenneth Starr 
in connection with a weekend 
story in The New York Times 
that reported Starr had conclud- 
ed a grand jury could indict Clin- 
ton before he left office. 

David Kendall, a private 
lawyer representing Clinton, said 
he was asking a federal court to 
require Starr to show why he and 
his staff “should not be held in 
contempt for improper violations 
of grand jury secrecy.” 

Starr said in a statement that 
he was “deeply troubled” by the 
news story and announced he 
was “launching an internal in- 
vestigation to determine whether 
anyone in this office improperly 
disclosed the information to the 
Times.” 

After senators view the tape — 

available for their viewing at four 
Capitol sites — excerpts could 
end up being shown as part of 
the trial, which will resume 

Thursday. Or senators could vote 
to bring Ms. Lewinsky to the 
floor for live testimony about her 
relationship with Clinton and at- 

tempts to conceal it, a less likely 
development. 

Ms. Lewinsky’s recollection of 
Clinton’s actions and words are 
crucial to the Senate’s considera- 
tion of several matters: her affi- 
davit in the Paula Jones civil law- 
suit falsely denying a sexual 
affair with Clinton, the job search 
after she appeared on the Jones 
witness list and the retrieval of 
presidential gifts by Clinton’s 
secretary. 

Sources familiar with Bryant’s 
questions said he covered a wide 

range of issues that have been of 
interest to House prosecutors, in- 
cluding the former intern's con- 
versations with the president 
around the time she was emerg- 
ing as a witness in the Jones case. 

Ms. Lewinsky answered calm- 
ly, at times clarifying the dates of 
specific conversations and events 
but tracking her grand jury testi- 
mony closely, those sources said. 

The House team promised in 
advance to shun intimate ques- 
tions about the sexual affair. 

Outside the Mayflower Hotel, 
Lewinsky lawyer Plato Cacheris 
declined to comment on any as- 

pect of the questioning. Asked 
whether she was being com- 

pelled to remain in Washington, 
he replied, “Nope.” 

The chances were slim for any 
bombshells at Monday’s session 
since Ms. Lewinsky would risk 
her immunity deal with Starr by 
saying anything that was incon- 
sistent with her grand jury testi- 
mony. 

If senators decide that viewing 
the videotapes provides all the 
information they need, they can 

proceed to closing arguments in 
the perjury and-obstruction case 
and meet the goal of ending the 
trial by Friday, Feb. 12, or soon- 
er. 

In previous votes on procedur- 
al matters, Democrats have 
demonstrated more than enough 
strength to block conviction and 
removal of the president by the 
required two-thirds vote. 

Indeed, some Republicans 
have questioned the strength of 
the House case alleging grand 
jury perjury, raising the possibili- 
ty that charge may not receive 
even a majority. 

Republican Sen. Mike DeWine 
of Ohio and Democratic Sen. 
Patrick Leahy of Vermont were 
in charge of the Lewinsky depo- 
sition and empowered to rule on 

objections to keep the proceeding 
moving. 

Ms. Lewinsky, who is staying 
at the hotel, was questioned in 
the same suite where she was in- 
terviewed more than a week ago 
by three House prosecutors — in- 
cluding Bryant. 

Officials press for an end to ODOT bashing 
By Amalie Young 
The Associated Press 

SALEM — A business lobbyist 
urged lawmakers Monday to stop 
bashing the state transportation 
department and start fixing crum- 

bling roads and bridges. 
“It’s time to move on,” John 

Watt, who represents southern 
Oregon business interests, told the 
House Transportation Committee. 

However, a House leader said 
that despite last week’s deadly 
tunnel collapse, the House won’t 
approve a gas tax or other addi- 
tional funding for the transporta- 
tion agency until it gets its finan- 
cial house in order. 

“ODOT has been given a lot of 
chances to prove itself," said 
House Majority Leader Steve 
Harper, R-Klamath Falls. 

Further, Harper said a bill to 

help legislators decipher ODOT’s 
complex budget likely will be ap- 
proved by the House transporta- 
tion panel Wednesday and sent to 
the full House for debate. 

Last week’s collapse of the Sun- 
set Tunnel on busy U.S. Highway 
26 from Portland to the Oregon 
Coast killed a longtime ODOT 
worker and underscored the de- 

cay that characterizes many of 
Oregon’s roads and bridges. 

The 1997 Legislature refused to 

approve a gas tax hike in part be- 
cause of the perception that 
ODOT is bloated and wasteful. 
Similar criticism is being aired 
this year as lawmakers consider a 

6-cent-a-gallon gas tax increase. 
But Watt, a former Republican 

House member from Medford, 
said that economic development 
in southern Oregon is being ham- 
pered by a lack of money for new 

roads and repairs of existing ones. 

“Call it selfish, but it really is 
important to have dollars for new 

roads,” Watt told the Transporta- 
tion Committee. 

ODOT Director Grace Crunican 
said Monday she’s frustrated be- 
cause her agency has tried to sat- 

isfy lawmakers by implementing 
recommendations that came out 
of several independent audits of 
ODOT. 

Crunican said the accountabil- 
ity measure the House Trans- 
portation Committee is ready to 

pass doesn’t take those changes 
into account, but merely reshuf- 
fles ODOT’s budgeting process. 

“We’re coming close to micro- 

management when, in fact, man- 

agers have already turned things 
around,” Crunican said. “This bill 
is being written as though none of 
that happened.” 

But Rep. Bob Montgomery, 
chairman of the House Trans- 
portation Committee, said 
HB2478 isn’t so much about ac- 

countability as it is about making 
sure lawmakers can read and un- 

derstand ODOT’s budget. 
“Everyone knows our roads 

need repair, we just want to make 
sure our dollars are spent wisely," 
the Cascade Locks Republican 
said. 

Meanwhile, one of ODOT’s 
staunchest critics, Sen. Marylin 
Shannon, said Monday she does- 
n’t want last week's death of 49- 

year-old ODOT worker Dennis 
Edwards to become the focus of 
the debate over Oregon’s trans- 

portation needs. 
“His life is worth a lot more 

than debate over a 6-cent gas tax 
increase,” the Brooks Republican 
said. 

Meanwhile, ODOT employees 
on Tuesday planned to travel by 
caravan to Canby to attend the fu- 
neral of their fallen co-worker. 
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THE FRENCH H#>RN cafe bakery wine produce gifts 

• WINE • GOURMET FOOPS • ORGANIC PRODUCE • 

• CAFE • BAKERY • CATERING • BOX LUNCHES • 
• CARDS • GIFTS • GIFT BASKETS • 

SHIPPING & LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
ASK ABOUT CORPORATE ACCOUNTS! 

CALL KATY BAKER CATERING/GIFT BASKET/SHIPPING DIRECTOR 
541-343-0392 caf«/bak*ry • 544-606-2906 wlne/glfto 

541-343-3934 fax 

•Located in the L4L Marketplace 1591 Willamette, Eugene. OR 97401 

Take a 

Duck to 
Lunch 
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***** 

Students meet professionals 
in the career area 

of your choice. 
Guest Speaker: 

Jerry Alien (The Voice of The Ducks) 
Date: February 18, 1999 
Time: 12:00 to 1:30 P.M. 
Place: Pittman Room, Len Casanova Athletic Center 
Cost: $5 per person includes lunch and gift 
RSVP: February 12, 1999 
Questions: Call the Alumni Association 346-5656, 
email: uosaa@darkwing. uoregon.edu 

Little Caesars 
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TUESDAY SPECIAL !!! 
MEDIUM PEPPERONI OR CHEESE PIZZA 

Locations 
Extra Toppings 95$ Each 

Eugene: 
Campus: 
1711 Willamette 
343- 3330 

Marketplace West: 
3163 W. 11th 
485-5949 

Delta Oaks: 
1056 Green Acres Rd. 
344- 0222 

Springfield: 
Pioneer Plaza: 
Q. & Pioneer Parkway 
741-3637 

Mohawk Marketplace: 
19th & Marcola 
741-2833 

• Hot and Ready 
to Go All Day! 

• Regular Menu 
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Little Caesars 

LOOK FOR IT IN 
THE ODE CLASSIFIEDS! 


