
Theft still top crime on campus 
Campus police say thefts 
of bicycles and other 
property remain 
constant problems 
By Felicity Ayles 
Oregon Daily Emerald 

Every day, students leave class 
and start to head home when 
suddenly they realize their bikes 
aren’t where they left them. 
Some are just forgetful — but 
more often than not, these stu- 
dents are victims of the Universi- 
ty’s most infamous crime, theft. 

Theft, more than any other 
crime, remains the biggest prob- 
lem on campus and around the 
city of Eugene. 

At the University, personal 
property theft is the greatest 
threat, said Joan Saylor, Universi- 
ty public safety administrative 
lieutenant. 

"People are trying to take stuff 
all the time,” she said. 

Both bike and property thefts 
are problems. 

“While these crimes don’t 
seem very glamorous, they have 
the biggest impact on the com- 

munity,” said Jan Power, Eugene 
Police Department public infor- 
mation spokeswoman. 

Saylor said although general 
crime on campus drops when the 
students are gone over the sum- 

mer and during winter break, 
theft is still a problem. 

“People know when the stu- 
dents are going to be gone, and 
you see people on campus look- 

Incidence of theft 
(1997) 
AT THE UNIVERSITY: 

Bike theft: 281 
Theft from buildings: 162 
Theft from vehicles: 86 

SOURCE: 
University Office of Public Safety 
Campus Crime Statistics 

IN THE CITY OF EUGENE: 
Bike theft: 96 
Theft from vehicles: 170 
Other theft: 170 

SOURCE: 
Eugene Police Department, 
Monthly Report 

ing around,” she said. “But it be- 
comes easy to spot individuals.” 

The campus Office of Public 
Safety has 15 officers who work 
in three shifts because it is a 24- 
hour, seven-day operation, Say- 
lor said. The officers are divided 
into three different groups and 
assigned to three different areas 

of campus, she said. 

Although the Office of Public 
Safety has an adequate staff, Say- 
lor said, it works hand-in-hand 
with the Eugene Police Depart- 
ment and campus organizations 
to lower crime in the campus 
community. 

The crime rate in Eugene has 
decreased by almost 8 percent, 
hut the largest crime problem is 
still theft, Power said. 

These thefts can be as insignifi- 
cant as small change or as critical 

as wallets and credit cards, Pow- 
er said. 

Another rampant crime is mail 
theft, she said. This crime, al- 
though it may not seem so to 
some, is very expensive and 
time-consuming. 

Power said the Eugene Police 
Department believes most theft 
crimes are motivated by metham- 
phetamine or other drug addic- 
tions. 

As far as the campus is con- 

cerned, Power said, crime rates 
have remained generally con- 

stant and infractions such as 

property crimes have actually de- 
creased. Car thefts are also down, 
but theft in general went up by 
10 cases from 1997 to 1998, she 
said. 

The Eugene Police Department 
divides campus crime statistics 
into three categories: personal, 
property and behavioral. In addi- 
tion to working with the Office of 
Public Safety, the EPD cooperates 
with the Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission on behavioral viola- 
tions, such as Minor In Posses- 
sion citations. 

Although theft continues to 

plague both the University com- 

munity and the city of Eugene, 
Power said, the overall crime rate 

appears to be decreasing. 

Felicity Ayles covers city develop- 
ment and the West University 
neighborhood for the Emerald. She 
can be reached via e-mail at 

fizzer@gladstone.noregon.edu. 
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COME ONE! COME ALL! TO THE 
Career <fc Internship Fair 

11 a.m. - 4 p.m. ■ EMU Ballroom 

January 27 & 28 
24-Hour Fitness 
Abercrombie & 
Fitch 

/ Accounting Quest 
Active Voice Corp. 

Aerotek 

AmeriCorps 
APA Employment Agency, Inc. 
Arthur Andersen & Company 
Automated Data Processing 

If Bear Creek Corporation 
¥ Bi-Mart 
Cintas Corporation 
Country Companies Insurance Group 
^ Edward Jones 

E & J Gallo VYinery 
East Oregonian 
Edward Jones 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
Express Personnel Services 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 
Franklin Templeton Group 
Fred Meyer, Inc. 

Frito-Lay, Incorporated 
Flertz Equipment Rental Corp. 
Hickory Springs Manufacturing Co. 

Intel Corporation 
JC Penney Co. Inc. 
John Hancock Financial Services 
Lane Sheltercare 
Lane Transit District 
Lithia Automotive Group 
Mass Mutual 
Mervyn's California Beaverton 
Mervyn's California Hayward 
Nabisco Foods 
Northwestern Mutual Life/Baird Securities 
Norwest Financial 
Office Depot Inc. 
Olde Discount Corporation 
Oregon Health Sciences University—Office of 

Multicultural Affairs 
Oregon Special Olympics 
Pacificorp 
Peace Corps 
Rogue Wave Software 
Safeco Insurance 
Sears, Roebuck, & Co. 
Seattle-Northwest Securities 
Sherwin-Williams 
Sprint 
State Farm Insurance Company 

State of Oregon Department of Administrative 
Services 

State of Oregon Department of Revenue 
State of Oregon Secretary of State Audits Division 
State of Oregon Services to Children & Families 
Target Stores 
Tosco Marketing 
Trilogy Software, Inc. 
United Parcel Service 
U S. Air Force 
U.S. Army 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
U.S. Marine Corps 
U.S. Navy 
US Bank 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Valicert Inc. 

Walgreens 
Wal-Mart Distribution Center 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
Wallace Computer Services, Inc. 

Weyerhaeuser Co. 
Willamalane Parks & Recreation 
UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 

CAREER 
Partial list. Not all firms attend both days. 

Sponsored by the Career Center 
uocareer.uoregon.edu 


