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May the best woman win
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In spite of current political
disillusionment, the time is
right for presidential bids by
Elizabeth Dole or Hillary
Clinton for the 2000 election

s the impeachment trial of

President Clinton gets un-

derway in the Senate and

the nation seeps ever deep-
er into the morass created by the likes
of Clinton, Lewinsky, Livingston and
Larry Flynt, one would think that the
last thing the American public would
want to talk about would be who's
going to be the next president of the
United States.

Since Elizabeth Dole resigned as
director of the Red Cross last week,
cryptically stating that there might
just be “a better way” for her to serve
the country, papers and pundits
across the country have been chatter-
ing about the possibility that she
might be considering a presidential
candidacy in 2000.

For the past year, people have been
asking why Hillary Clinton would

stay with her husband.
Perhaps Hillary has some plans of
her own. The buzz in Washington is
that Ms. Clinton is considering run-
ning for a seat in the U.S. Senate. An-
other rumor, less likely but still vi-
able, has her entering the 2000
presidential campaign. Whatever she

decides to do, this, ironically enough,

is the time to do it. In the current cli-
mate of crisis and scandal, Hillary
stands to be the only one who will
come out better off than she went in,

Consider this: When the scandal
began, public perception of Hillary
Rodham Clinton was less than stel-
lar.

Over the past year, however, her
husband'’s indiscretions have al-
lowed Ms. Clinton to remake herself
several times over. First, she was the
tireless crusader for justice, appear-
ing on nationally broadcast talk
shows to defend her innocent hus-
band against partisan attacks on his
character.

When it became clear that the alle-
gations against Bill were not purely
works of Republican fiction, and the
graphic details were laid out for the

public to pick through, she became

AT LEAST SHE'LL gE
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the understanding wife, willing to
forgive the weaknesses of her hus-
band to hold her family together.

Now that the president has been
impeached and is facing trial, the first
lady is seen as a long suffering martyr
whose approval rating has shot up to
70 percent.

Not bad for a woman who was once
viewed as an overbearing harpy capa-
ble of everything from fraud to mur-
der.

Elizabeth Dole occupies a similarly
favorable place in the public opinion.
As the former president of the Red
Cross, Dole has taken on the identity
of the consummate humanitarian,
She one ups even Hillary in that not
even a hint of scandal has touched
her.

One factor that could work against
presidential bids by either Clinton or
Dole is the lack of political experi-
ence, such as governorship, that tra-
ditionally serve as a springboard for
presidential candidates.

But even outside of several years as
political wives, both women, Dole es-
pecially, boast impressive resumes.

In addition to her seven years with
the Red Cross, Dole has had six pres-
idential appointments and two cabi-
net positions — Secretary of Trans-
portation and Secretary of Labor.

Furthermore, recent polls by CNN
and TIME show that potential 2000
voters give Dole the slight edge in a
matchup against Vice President Al

Te.

Besides, maybe a break with tradi-
tion is exactly what America needs.
It has become painfully obvious to
anyone who has been paying atten-
tion that the status quo isn't work-
ing.

Whether Hillary Clinton or Eliza-
beth Dole move their candidacies
out of the realm of the hypothetical
remains to be seen, but it is to their
credit as people and our credit as a
nation that we can finally challenge
the conventions of gender and pow-
er and take a serious look at who
might be the best woman for the job.

This editorial represents the opinion of
the Emerald editorial board. Responses
may be sent to ode@oregon.uoregon edu
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“Ifyoumea-
sure our conduct
the way people in
this city do busi-
ness, it's no dif-
ferent. You sup-
portyour friends
and their causes,
and that's what
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