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Students buy presents
for children in need

The fourth annual
Giving Tree project
gathers gift donations in
University residence balls

By Nicole Garton
Oregon Daily Emerald

Festive jazz music pervades the
air as residents of Hamilton Com-
plex, up to their elbows in ribbons
and wrapping paper, bustle about
like elves in a workshop.

Under their busy hands, more
than 60 toys donated by students
and staff members are wrapped,
ribboned and added to a growing
pile of presents that will be torn
open by the hands of needy chil-
dren this holiday.

“It’s fun to buy presents for peo-
ple even if you don't know who
they are,” says junior environmen-
tal studies major Lisa Low as she
wraps a Dr. Seuss book. “It gets
you in the holiday spirit.”

The unwrapped gifts on the
table range from baby equipment
and Barbie Dolls to Legos and art
supplies, with something for chil-
dren of just about any age.

“It would be fun to see who they
were going to. I would love to see
the children’s faces when they
open them,” says junior resident
assistant Emily Bekken, one of
several residence hall staff mem-
bers in charge of the fourth annual
Giving Tree program,

The program provides a chance
for students to donate holiday gifts,
which will be distributed to chil-
dren by the Eugene social service
agency Centro Latino Americano.

It began with a single tree, deco-
rated with lights and set up in the

University Inn cafeteria. The
branches were hung with tags,
each containing a gift suggestion.
Students could choose a tag from
the tree and buy a gift.

“The first year, the response
was amazing; students gave a lot
of good gifts,” says Carl Yeh, resi-
dent director for Riley Hall and
initiator of the program. “It just
took off from there, and we kept
doing it.”

Since then, the Giving Tree has
grown to include three trees: one
at the UI, one in Carson Hall and
one in Hamilton Complex.

Everyone seems to agree that the
project has been a success.

“It’s been really fun. I was kind
of surprised at the support,” says
sophomore Courtney Misslin, a
resident assistant in Hamilton
Complex. “The amount of gifts
we're getting is overwhelming.”

In Hamilton, the tags are disap-
pearing from the tree almost as fast
as Bekken can hang them.

“We've had to restock the tree
with tags at least twice a week.
People are at least taking the tags
off the tree,” she says. She esti-
mates that about 150 tags have
been removed from the tree, and
about 60 gifts have been turned in.

While many of the gifts are giv-
en by individuals, some residence
halls donate a portion of their
funds to the Giving Tree. Bean
Complex has voted to donate $100
for both presents and gift wrap this
year.

Last year, Hamilton Complex
gave $300 for the project, and Bean
Complex donated $200, Yeh says.
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SHOE-A-HOLIC

957 Willamette (powntown Eugene) * 541-687-0898

Over 31 Reasons why thousands
of students shop at SHOE-A-HOLIC:

1. Eugene's largest in-stock selection. A three story store.
2. Over 30 major brands-over 1,000 styles.

3. Service! We bring shoes to you!

4. Closest shoe store to the U of O

5. In stock sizes 4 to 16. Special orders to size 18

6. Wide width up to EEEE. Hush Puppies, New Balance, etc.
7. $10 Chinese casual shoes to $150 Doc's
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. ! Doc’'s Over 80+

Adidas 40+ styles styles in stock
in stock Canvas & leather
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styles in stock

L AXKION e
newbalance S8

New Balance Narrow to EEEE Athletlc Shoes
PIus--- DCShoe

Aerosole Durango
Airwalk — Sale ECCO
Candies Emerica Karlkani
Carolina és Skateshoes Kickers
CAT Footwear Etnies Mephisto — Timberland
Clarks Georgia Comfort Shoes Underground
Columbia Sportswear — Havana Joe NAOT Vans

boots Hi-tech Puma Wolverine
Dansko Hush Puppies — Reebok Zeeta

Safety Shoes

narrow to wide  Rockport

John Fluevog Shelley’s of London
losef Seibel Simple

Sketchers

Steve Madden

LAZAR’S BAZAR

57 W. Broadway (powntown Eugene) * 541 -687-0139

27 Reasons why thousands
of students shop at Eugene’s best
stocked student Dept. Store:

1. army camo 14. lava lamps
backpacks 15. martial arts
blacklights 16. novelties for adults
body jewelry — 3 racks  17. pipes — 100's
boots — snowboard 18. posters— 14 racks
caps/hats — 1,000's 1,000's of titles
cards — 1,000's 19. scales $6 to $250
earrings — 1,000's 20. skateboards — over 160
flags/tapestries — 100's  21. snowboards — over 200
from $7.99 to $30 22. skate shoes

10. gifts — 1,000's of out of 23. stickers — 1,000's
print or hard to find 24. studded belts

11. Grateful Dead 25. t-shirts — 1,000's

12. hair color 26. wallets

13. incense 27. women's clothes
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