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Project to influence college admission

A new proficiency-based
system will belp
determine admission

to Oregon schools

By Tricia Schwennesen
Oregon Daily Emerald

By 2001, Oregon public high
school students will need more
than just good grades. They will
have to prove proficiency in math
and English before being admitted
to in-state colleges and universi-
ties.

The University will phase in
new admission requirements as
part of the Proficiency-based Ad-
mission Standards System pro-
ject, funded by a $1.4 million
grant from the Pew Charitable
Trusts, a national philanthropic
organization based in Philadel-
phia.

“What we're saying is for Ore-
gon students, before we admit
them, we want to know if they
can do college level work,” said
David Conley, an associate profes-
sor of education and the director
of the PASS project. “The real
trick is to get teachers to make

consistent judgments on who is
ready for college and who's not.”

Ann Vaughn, assistant princi-
pal of North Eugene High School,
said it all ties in to developing a
standards-based system to deter-
mine whether students are pre-
pared for college.

"I think grades over the years
have not given the information
helpful to deciding who will be
successful in college,” Vaughn
said. “Every student that is col-
lege bound has good grades.”

Martha Pitts, director of admis-
sions, said she doesn’t believe
proficiency will replace GPA as a
criterion for college admissions.

"People around the country are
looking for other predictors,” Pitts
said. “GPA doesn't have the same
meaning from one school to the
next.

“Students will be able, but not
required, to demonstrate profi-
ciency in math and English, I
think the impact the Pew grant
will have on our admissions
process is unclear as of yet,”

As part of the grant-funded por-
tion of the project, Conley said
100 teachers at 50 high schools

are currently certifying whether
students are proficient in math
and English.

About 3,000 students will be
certified in the next year and will
then be tracked through their col-
lege careers to test out whether
profiency-based admissions will
work.

PASS is an ongoing project that
began in 1987. The goal is to
change admissions expectations
and to move toward a more stan-
dards-based system to evaluate
and predict a student’s success.
Students will have to demonstrate
proficiency through tests and in
class activities in six areas begin-
ning with math and English. A
new area will be added each year
after 2001.

In September 1996, the state
Board of Higher Education adopt-
ed performance standards in
math and English and the Com-
mon Curriculum Goals, revised in
1995 by the Oregon Department
of Education,

"We don’t know how well pro-
ficiencies will predict,” Pitts said.
“This will give as a chance to test
this out.”
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NOW OPEN! 5 EUGENE AREA LOCATIONS
Eugene: 2025 River Road © (541)461-7834
Eugene: 252 Lawrence © (541)686-4653

Eugene: 2160-E West 11th St. » (541)686-2633
Eugene: 1475 Franklin Bivd. » (541)344-1028
Springfield: 3270 Gateway Rd. » (541)726-5220

The Average American will

GAIN
8-10 LBS

between Thanksgiving
and New Years!

So why weight?
Join now with
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enrollment fee
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a month

On o Value Plus, olternate days, one dub membership. Plus pay o 549
processing fee ond first and lost months' EFT-monthly nms

@FITNESS

For the location nearest you, call:

1-800-204-2400

www.284hourfitness.com
Visa®, the preferred payment
sowrce of 24 Howr Fitness

discounts ith this offer. Must be f leest 18 ysors old, or 12 with porent. Incentives may be offersd for snvolling on cther memberships.
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ing available for o nominad fee, ako
Fitnass locations only.
Oregon (13)
Texas (21)
Washington (16)
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& GROWING

No. Calif. (49)
So. Calif. (79)
Colorado (8)
Hawaii (7)
Idaho (7)
Nebraska (3)
Nevada (8)
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343-4480
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Ring Of Fire

Restaurant & Catering
Open 7 days
Best Thai & Vegetarian dishes in town!
Beers on tap = Carry-out available

344-6475 = 1099 Chambers St. (W. 11th & Chambers)

Paint, Brushes, Paper,
Canyas & More...

Your Al‘t Supply Source

/

/
Show Your //

Student Body Card  //,
and Receive 20% OFff % :

of Regular Priced
Merchandise

Eugene Springfield
1333 W. 7th Ave. 2090 Olympia St
687-8546 726-6903

Hours: Mon.-5at. 9 aM-9 P, Sun. 10 Am-6 Pm

STUDENTS ¢ FACULTY ¢ STAFF y/
Flu Vaccination /
7
v

Influenza vaccinations will be given at the
University Center for faculty and staff

every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday

from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and for stud- /
ents Monday — Friday from 9:00 a.m. to /

4:00 p.m. Beginning Wednesday, Oct. 14

Students $3.50
Faculty and Staff provided by PEBB

Annual flu immunizations are recommended for

the following;:

1. Healthy persons 65 years or older.

2. Persons with long-term heart or lung
problems.

3. Persons with any of the following: kidney
disease, cystic fibrosis, diabetes, anemia,
severe asthma and conditions which
compromise immune mechanism.

Influenza vaccine may be given to persons
wishing to reduce their chances of catching the
flu, persons who provide essential community
services and students or others in schools or
colleges.

For more information, call the
University Health Center at 346-4441
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