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Bergevin gave up hope. Rioters
were rocking passing cars, starting
fist fights and throwing beer bot-
tlesin the air. Someone even fired
abulletinto theair.

“Once it really started going
down,” hesaid, “I had just given
up trying toget those people out of
there because I knew there wasno
way [ was going to get anything
done.”

So why did several hundred
mostly affluent students riot?

“Ireally don't know. It's like the
whole: Why do drunk people got-
ta fight?” Bergevin said. “It seems
like drunk people always have to
getin fights, and it's never over
anything substantial or reason-
able.Ithink the kids were just oui
there.”

Vifquain, who attended his par-
ty dressed as a hillbilly, has anoth-
er theory.

“Halfthe people have masks on
and patnt, so they don't feel quite
asresponsible,” he said.

Bergevin camped out on his
neighbor’s porch to keep an eye
on his car, and the tear gas was his
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first notion that the police had ar-
rived.

When tear gas started to fly just
before midnight, Bergevin decid-
ed to head home. His house was
nearly empty when he entered. He
and his roommates locked doors
and closed windows to keep out
the tear gas—and the people in
the front yard who were choking
onit.

Bieler knew the police were
present but didn’t understand
how they chose the time to send in
tear gas.

“They never reacted at the
height ofit,” he said. “By the time
that happened, most of the dam-
age had already been done.”

He speculated they may have
been waiting for reinforcements.
Bergevin would have preferred a
different approach.

“Iwould have liked it if they
would have came and talked to us
alittle earlier on,” he said. “I think
itwould have helped alot ifthere
would have been a cop or two
there with me saying, ‘Yeah, you
gotta leave. You guysgottago.’

“Ican understand there were a

lot of kids there. Imean, I can un-
derstand, too, one of the reasons
why they didn’t want to move in.”

The hosts werea little worried
and felt overwhelmed after the
riot.

“We figured there was probably
going to be some fallout from
that,” Bielersaid, “We had police
by our house every day forabout a
week questioning us about the
riot, questioning us about fights
that had occurred in front of our
house, trying to find out who the
responsible parties were.

“Pretty much like three or four*
days straight it would be the top
story in the news. It was pretty
hectic. We weren’t sure what the
legal repercussions were going to
be forthe riot.”

Some were quick to blame, but
the former roommates say that
was unfair.

“Idon't think that you can
blame it all on the people that
throw the party,” Bergevin said.
“From being there, from being on
the side that did throw the party, it
seemed like halfthe night Iwas
sitting there worrying, trying to

contain the whole thing. I wasn't
out there trying to get people all
messed up and intoariot. [ want-
ed people just to relax, cruise on
in, have a beer, just kind of hang
out. Imean, [didn't throw any bot-
tles. Ididn’t kick down any signs,
anything like that.

“Ithink everybody's kind of
calmed down a little bit now and
realized that it couldn’t have been
just us. It can't be just the fault of
the guysthat had the house.”

Those who lived in that house
were shocked by the riot in front
of their house.

“That kind of came out of the
blue,” Vifquain said. “I figured
everyone was havingagood time.
It's Halloween.”

In spite of the police and media
attention, Bergevin and Bieler are
adamant that their party was not
the cause of the riot.

“Idon't think it was directly our
party that caused it,” Bergevin
said. “We had a big party, and I
mean basically it just got a bunch
of really drunk kids together. I
think it was a combination of
things. It was Halloween night,

everybody was really rowdy and
we had a big party going on. And
then another huge wave ofkids
cruised over, and they were all
just hanging out in the street.

“Istill think those same kids
who were tearing down street
signs and stufflike that would
have found other ways to bust
things up, just by themselves in
smallergroups.”

In contrast to his roommates,
Vifquain said he looks forward to
telling the story to his grandchil-
dren.

“Ithink why it happened is we
ran out of beer,” he said. “It was
pretty crazy, and it was illegal. But
Iwouldn't trade the memory of it
forthe world. Idon't lookatitasa
bad thing. Ilook at it as a good col-
lege memory.”

But none are interested in creat-
ing another memory like that one.
Bielerand Vifquain, who now live
together in an apartment, haven’t
thrown a party since theriot.

Vifquain’s got other ideas for
this year.

“I'm goingtogooutand finda
riot thistime.”
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‘ N ;c take a lot of pride in gaining high marks
from the major rating services. But the fact

is, we're equally proud of the ratings we get every
day from our participants. Because at TIAA-CREF,
ensuring the financial futures of the education and
research community is something that goes beyond
stars and numbers.

We became the world's largest retirement orga-
nization' by offering people a wide range of sound

investments, a commitment to superior service, and

upw‘aling expenses that are among the lowest in the
insurance and mutual fund industries:**

With TIAA-CREF, you'll get the right choices —
and the dedication —to help you achieve a lifetime

of financial goals. The leading experts agree.

So does Bill.

Find out how TIAA-CREF can help you build a
comfortable, financially secure tomorrow.

Visit our Web site at www.tiaa—cref.org or call

us at 1 800 842-2776.
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