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of the season, says Jennifer Wallstrom, a
Linfield College student and helper at the
farm, The best time to find the perfect
pumpkin is in early October, when the
field is full and not picked over yet, she
says.

But the patch is still bursting with plen-
ty of shapely selections to meet the

“I think the most I've seen is up in the
200s. One of the big ones once weighed
about 250 pounds,” she says. “Those ones
can get pretty big.”

Bend resident Mandi Brennan will
vouch for that. Her biggest prize, a 219-
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Window open to
consolidate loans

New federal legislation
allows combining loans
into single-lender loans

with lower interest rates | When: The deadline for applica-
tions is Jan.31, 1999. Processing
By Teri Mesuwsen and applications generally takes 60 to
Kristina Rudinskas 90 days.
Oregon Daily Emerald What: An opportunity to combine
Students can now consoli- some or all of your student loans
date their loans during a four- for a lower interest rate. OSPIRG
month window and pay less in- estimates the lower rate will save
terest when they pay off their students $50 for every $1,000 of
loans after graduation. debt
“It’s really frustrating to stu- W Consolidating loans gives
dents to have to pay back so sludéntsonemonmlypaymem
much,” ASUO Vice President may extend the repayment m_’

Morgan Cowling said. “I'll have
$20,000 of debt when I leave,
and now I can save up to
$1,000. I haven’t [consolidated
loans] yet, but I plan on it.”
When the Higher Education
Act passed earlier this month, it
included dropping the federal
aid interest rate from 8.25 per-
cent to 7.46 percent. ASUO and
OSPIRG worked last year to ex-
tend the lower interest rate to
apply to old loans as well as

new student loans. anteed (FFEL) loan program. Call
fi “Weall worked really hard to | the Direct Loan origination Center
get this,” said C.J. Gabbe, ASUO | t1-800-557-7392 or check it out
f federal affairs coordinator. “It on the web at www.ed.gov/Di-
: was really a fight, and we're rectloan.
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wants to hold down tuition,”
said Kathy Eply, press secretary
for Bill Sizemore's campaign.
“He thinks higher education is
the one area of government that
is underfunded.”

Sizemore was unavailable for
comment.

Eply said Sizemore knows

Direct Loan
Consolidation

od, eliminates dealing with multi-
ple lenders and can give student
loans the 7.46 percent interest
rate.

Who: Students must have one di-
rect or FFEL loan included in the
consolidation request.

Where: Students can apply for
loan consolidation through the
U.S. Department of Education or
private lenders participating in the
department’s government guar-

with cash.”

Gov. John Kitzhaber, like
Sizemore, planned on putting a
tuition freeze through the Legis-
lature, but he had concerns
about the way Oregon’s budget
is increasingly dependent on in-
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