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ball fan, and so she started talking
to this guy about playing basket-
ball. She told him about how
much she admired college basket-
ball players because they play the
game for the love of the sport, not
for the money.

Boy, was she wrong.

“No way!" the basketball play-
er allegedly said to her, laughing,
“I'm in it for the money, baby!”

Hmm.

When it is put so bluntly, one

has to wonder whether this par-
ticular player was merely arro-
gant or drunk (because they were
at a party). However, I do believe
that this obsession with money is
the disease that plagues the NBA
today.

The owners and the players of
the NBA have taken the real val-
ue of the game and slam-dunked
it, which is why I cannot listen to
my preseason games right now.

Maybe the game's loss of focus
happened because players are

(Downstairs at the Colller House)

now drafted at younger ages. Port-
land Trail Blazer Jermaine O'Neal
turns 20 today, making him one
week younger than I am. I consid-
er myself to be a responsible per-
son, but I can’t have a budget of
$2,000 without going overboard
and buying a stereo system.

Imagine what happens inside
of these kids when they start mak-
ing millions a year,

Many veteran players are an-
gered that younger players rake in
so much money, and I under-
stand why they are upset. Why
should a rookie come into the
league with the assurance that his
contract may more than triple af-
ter a couple of years?

and Shaquille O’'Neal are trying to
see who can demand the biggest
paycheck, the owners want their
piece of the pie, too. That is why
they locked the players out; they
want to limit the amount of mon-
ey a player can demand so that
they don’t have to shell out the
big bucks.

To all the NBA team owners
out there: Ever heard the old say-
ing, “Just say no"?

Today, the NBA players and
owners will meet once again in an
attempt to resolve the lockout sit-
uation. It frightens me to contem-
plate how much of basketball's
future rests in the hands of these
people who place the value of the

I can still remember the
Dream Team. I still recall the at-
mosphere in Portland when the
Blazers faced the Bulls in the
NBA finals. I will never forget
Magic Johnson's final All-Star
game when he hit that 3-pointer
at the buzzer to win the game’s
MVP award.

[ remember a time when I
could watch a basketball game on
TV and see the energy and deter-
mination strained across the faces
of each player on the court,

Last time I saw something
about the NBA on my television,
it was about the lockout.

Scott Pesznecker isa sports reporter
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WE WANTED TO GET A HEAD START
ON INTRODUCING OURSELVES AT
OUR INFORMATION SESSION.

i h e 11 0 . Founded by five college students in 1989, the company has
s

' grown to more than 500 employees by hiring graduates from 4
i the best schools in the country. We're revolutionizing the
ol way products are bought and sold for Fortune 500 companies 7
: . such as Hewlett-Packard, Chrysler, Boeing, AT&T and Ernest =

¢ and Julio Gallo. o

4 \ We are looking for top candidates from around the country
v to join our re-engineering revolution. Candidates should be
extremely aggressive and creative. Strong communication :
and presentation skills are required along with the desire for 2
continuous development. We are looking for bright and tal- ’
ented people from varied backgrounds. Only the best need
apply. For more information, check out our website at N
www.trilogy.com. f
L

INFORMATION SESSION
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
EMU, ROOM CENTURY D

For more information about Trilogy or this event please

contact raymond.gross@trilogy.com or call directly at
512.685.3970.

Bring your resume to the information session for a
chance to win a Playstation.
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www.trilogy.com/recruiting
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