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Melinda Doggett sells Seattle's Best Coffee for the EMU in Willamette Halls Atrium Cafe. 

Coffee vendor files lawsuit 
after losing bid for contract 
The owner of Custom 

Roasting said the 
selection process 
sboived favoritism 
By Michael Hines 
Editor in Chiet 

The EMU coffee controversy 
that plagued the finishing stages of 
the building's renovation has 
arisen once again. 

Alberto Miranda, owner of Cus- 
tom Roasting, filed a petition for 
review in the Lane County Circuit 
Court in mid-August. Custom 
Roasting was one of the coffee ven- 
dors that participated in last 
spring’s selection process. Seattle 
Coffee Co. won the bid. 

The petition names the Univer- 
sity and University Contract Coor- 
dinator Vicki Wanner as defen- 
dants. The petition asks that Seattle 
Coffee Co.’s proposal be rejected 
and Custom Roasting either be 
awarded the contract or compen- 
sated $78,000. As an alternative, 
the petition also requests that the 
entire process be repeated again. 

The problems began last spring 
r 

when three companies com- 

plained that the first selection 
process was unfair. Wanner can- 
celed the first process and ordered 
a second, which was administered 
by a selection committee and 
EMU Food Services Director 
Theresa Coleman-Kaiser. 

“We went to the second request 
for proposals and we learned the 
spirit of intent to select a good 
source of coffee for the students was 
in favor of a coffee company from 
Seattle,” Miranda said. "We were 

disappointed. I love the institution.” 
Several local vendors decided 

not to bid after the pre-proposal re- 

view, he said. 
“We believe that the people who 

chose not to participate were very 
good, very noble companies,” Mi- 
randa said. “They were very disap- 
pointed by the display of infatua- 
tion for SBC (Seattle’s Best Coffee, a 

subsidiary of Seattle Coffee Co.). 
Because the petition is still in 

litigation, Wanner and Coleman- 
Kaiser both refused to comment. 

Legal counsel for the University 
Peter Swan said there was not any 
favoritism in the process. 

“It's a very impersonal process,” 
he said. 

Miranda maintained the 
process was unfair, and the com- 

mittee had their decisions made 
early in the process to go with a 

“marketing-oriented” company. 
"I think the University wanted to 

land a big company rather than a 

good company,” he said. “We would 
like to see if we can make market 
forces prevail rather than favoritism.” 

Miranda said he has a gut feeling 
that the University will prevail, but 
he’s counting on public support. 

“We got the hopes that once it 
comes out in the open, we will be 
able to get a good, fair chance,” he 
said. “I’m not trying to make a 
buck out of this. We have the best 
customer base. I am really happy 
with the way things have worked 
out for us so far.” 

One aspect of the selection 
process Miranda was particularly 
unhappy with was the elimina- 
tion of a taste test in the second re- 

quest for proposals. 
“That input probably would 

have given the competitive process 
a very clear profile,” he said. 

ARE 
YOU 
Ready?!? 

Using the UO computer system got you nervous? 
Curious about our e-mail system or how classes will use the Internet? 

There is a quick and easy way to learn the basics 
before classes really heat up 

Attend a Get Ready session 
A Get Ready session will acquaint you with the basics of the e-mail at the 

UO and sign up for your account, show you how the web is used on campus, 
and explain Janus, the UO Library’s Online System. 

Sessions will be held: 

Tuesday Sept. 22 

Wednesday Sept. 23 

Thursday Oct. 1 

Wednesday Oct. 7 

Tuesday Oct. 13 

4:00-5:30 
3:00 4:30 
6:30 pm 8:00 pm 
6:30 pm 8:00 pm 
6:30 pm 8:00 pm 

All sessions will be held in Electronic Classroom of the Knight Library. 
No registration required -Bring your PAC number 

Questions or accommodations for people with disabilities 346-3072 

“35 years of Quality Service” 

Mercedes • BMW 
Volkswagen • Audi 

German Auto Service 
• MERCEDES • BMW • VOLKSWAGEN • 

342-2912 2025 Franklin Blvd. 
Eugene, Oregon, 97402 

004202 

one of Eugene's oldest and most reliable 
Internet Service Providers 

Student Introductory Offer 
$49.50, 4 months for the price of 3. 

Includes 5 megs of disk space for personal websites, email, 
and news feed for over 30,000 groups. »irrr^i„. 10/21/98 

Best Prices in the Area! 
unlimited use • no setup fees 

high speed (5(i Kbps*): S22.50/month, as low as $ 18/month for full year individual (33.6 Kbps): 
$17/month as low as, $ 15.33/full year, e-mail only: $5/month 

call today for details 

(541) 465-4743 
28 East 11th Street, Eugene, OK 97401 

e-mail: sales@cyber-dyne.com 
web: http://www.cyber-dyne.com/ 

n Mon.-Fri 10:30..-6:00,. & Sat. 11:30..-6:00,. 

The Adventure Begins Sept 24 

Beethoven & Bartok 

Knights & Poets 

Tango 
Latin Beat 

A Night in Bohemia 

Film Scores & More! 

Eugene Symphony 
Info & Tickets: EMU Ticket Office or 682-5000 


