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— a season in which Oregon
could have realistically “won 11
of the 12 games,” according to
head coach Mike Bell®tti,

“I could have helped out on
one or two plays [in each game]
and that would have made a big
difference,” says the 5-foot-10,
180-pound Griffin. “That was the

fense, touchdowns, touchdown
passes and points scored — in
Johnson, McCullough and
Spence, all three of whom were
in NFL training camps this sum-
mer.

Griffin, who snatched 43 pass-
es in 1996 for 711 yards and sev-
en touchdowns after registering
just 12 catches in his first two
seasons combined, showed he is
ready to put his name in lights
during spring practice. After
recording more than 100 yards
receiving in two of the first three
spring  scrimmages, Griffin

sparkled even brighter in the
spring's finale, grabbing 10 recep-
tions for 161 yards and three
touchdowns.

“If you saw our spring game, he
was a dominant player,” Bellotti
says. “I think he can do that every
game, and I think he'll be an all-
league-type receiver.”

Quarterback Jason Maas said he

started eight games last season
and is expected to start at flanker.
“I think with Damon coming back
this year and myself on the other
side that will keep the pressure
on,

Tedford says Griffin does not
possess the world-class speed to
directly replace Johnson's long-
ball capabilities, but Griffin will
contribute in all facets of the pass-
ing game,

“We're going to be able to use
him on controlled-type passing
stuff, and he can go deep, so he'sa
very well-rounded receiver,” Ted-

ant’ in final spring game

ford says. “We can utilize him in a
lot of ways.”

Senior quarterbacks  Akili
Smith and Maas are also back, so
the Ducks should remain lethal in
the air, although a new starter
must be found at tight end.

The running game is a big ques-
tion mark with both the fullback
and tailback positions essentially
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So despite making no official
catches on the football field for
Oregon last season, Griffin made
two important receptions off the
field. He caught a degree in one
hand and a new respect for the
opportunity to simply play in the
other.

With those two grabs already
under wraps, Griffin says he is ea-
ger to get back onto the playing
field in his senior season, take
two.

This sequel promises to be bet-
ter than the original, for once.
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