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Fox continues shakeup 
of Dodgers organization 
Peter O’Malley said 
Monday he would have 
done the same thing 
By Beth Harris 
Th Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The firing of 
Los Angeles Dodgers manager Bill 
Russell and general manager Fred 
Claire had the appearance of still 
another bold move by new owner 

Fox. 
But Peter O’Malley, who sold 

the team to Rupert Murdoch’s Fox 
Corp., and remained the Dodgers’ 
chairman of the board, insisted 
Monday that he would have done 
the same thing even if the team 
didn’t have new ownership. 

“I’ve been asked 100 times since 
this morning, ‘If the O’Malleys 
still owned the team, would you 
have done the same thing?”’ he 
said. “The honest answer is yes. 
I’ve been disappointed in the 
team’s performance. 

“I felt we were flat and had been 
for some time.” 

Tom Lasorda, who retired as the 
Dodgers’ manager in 1996 and has 
remained as a vice president, will 
become the GM for the rest of this 
season. 

Glenn Hoffman, who was the 
manager at Triple-A Albuquerque 
and who played for Lasorda dur- 
ing part of his nine-year major 
league career, will replace Russell 
on an interim basis. 

Team president and CEO Bob 
Graziano said Hoffman could 
have the interim removed from his 
title if the team does well the rest 
of this season. 

Lasorda helped Hoffman don a 

blue and white No. 22 Dodgers jer- 
sey. 

“Wear it with pride, dignity and 
character,” Lasorda told him. 

The firings Sunday are the lat- 
est major changes under the Fox 
ownership. The Dodgers recently 
traded fan favorites Hideo Nomo 
and Mike Piazza, who had spent 
his entire career with Los Angeles. 
Both are with the New York Mets. 

The Dodgers, who missed the 
playoffs last season under Russell, 
were 12 and a half games behind 
first-place San Diego in the NL 
West going into Monday night’s 
interleague game against Ana- 
heim. 

Graziano, promoted to team 

president and CEO when Fox 
bought the Dodgers, said the deci- 
sion to fire Russell and Claire was 

his, in consultation with O’Mal- 
ley. 

“It’s always a difficult transition 
when you transition out people 
who have been with the organiza- 
tion for many years,” said 
Graziano, who also said that he in- 
formed Fox of his decision and 
“that was extent of their involve- 
ment.” 

Lasorda, 70, who remains a fan 
favorite in his 49th season with 
the club, was elected to the Hall of 
Fame last year. He guided the 
Dodgers to two World Series titles, 
but the last was a decade ago. 

“It was sad to see both Billy and 
Fred leave, but we’ve got to look 
forward and think about the fu- 
ture,” Lasorda said. “There is a lot 
of talent here. 

“These fellas can play better 
baseball. Our job is to get this ball 
club (going) in the right direction.” 

We're Students, and ] 
we've designed a website for 

’ 

College Students. It's totally free 
for you to use. No passwords, 
no logins. We just want to 
make things a little easier. 
Here are a couple of things 
our site has to offer. 

i 

WIN 
a new VW bug 

on our site. 

Free Classifieds 
Online Personals 
Housing Finders 
Roommate Search 
Restaurant Guides 
Drink Specials 
And More... 

A 
*Don't forget to check us out on campus during the summer 
and fall. We'll be passing outprizes,T-shirts,frisbees... Oh, 
and until August 12th, you can... 

I Also, it isn't 
too late to get 
a summer job. 

Find one Online. 

Collegestudent.com http://wwwxollegestudent.com 


