Nichols sentenced to life in prison

If be bad revealed new
information about the
bombing, bis sentence
could bave been lessened

By Sandy Shore
The Associaled Press

DENVER — Terry Nichols was
sentenced to life in prison Thurs-
day after refusing to reveal new
information about how he helped
Timothy McVeigh plan and pull
off the Oklahoma City bombing.

U.S. District Judge Richard
Matsch imposed the sentence af-
ter listening to survivors and rela-
tives of victims describe how the
worst terrorist attack on U.S. soil
left their lives in ruins.

Matsch had indicated he would
consider a lesser sentence if
Nichols answered lingering ques-
tions about the bombing. In court,
however, Nichols declined an op-
portunity to speak.

Matsch said Nichols and
McVeigh were on a campaign to
disrupt and intimidate the U.S.
government,

“It is a crime and the victims

have spoken eloquently here,” he
said. "But it is not a crime as to
them so much as it is a crime
against the Constitution of the
United States. That's the victim.”
Nichols showed no emotion
when Matsch announced the sen-
tence. His ex-wife, Lana Padilla,
and their son, Josh, wept.
Nichols, 43, was convicted Dec,
23, 1997, of involuntary
manslaughter and conspiracy in
the April 19, 1995, bombing that
killed 168 people and injured
hundreds. He was acquitted on
murder and weapons charges.
The jury deadlocked over
whether to give him the death
penalty, so the sentence fell to
Matsch, who under law could im-
pose no more than life in prison.
Federal prosecutors wanted a
life sentence, arguing that Nichols

worked “side-by-side” with
McVeigh to plan and carry out the
bombing,

Defense attorneys had recom-
mended no more than seven
years, insisting Nichols was
building “a life, not a bomb.”

They also had said Nichols

could not speak freely because
anything he said could be used
against him if he is tried on state
murder charges in Oklahoma,
where prosecutors have vowed to
seek the death penalty.

Before sentencing, bombing
survivors and relatives of the vic-
tims urged Matsch to sentence
Nichols to life behind bars,

“I'm here to pray the court will
not show leniency,” survivor Patti
Hall said.

Rudy Guzman, whose brother,
Randy, was killed, said: “Please
keep him locked up so he'll never
hurt anyone again.”

At the start of the hearing,
Nichols' lawyers asked for a new
trial, claiming they had evidence
that jurors worked in “small
groups outside the formal deliber-
ative process,” Matsch said.

The judge gave prosecutors a
week to respond to the request for
a new trial and pressed ahead
with sentencing.

Last year, McVeigh, Nichols’
Army buddy, was convicted of
murder and conspiracy and was
sentenced to die.
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JADE PALACE

All You Can Eat

Buffet

CANTONESE & SZECHUAN Lunch & Dinner
2 CUISINE . Soft Drink * Iced Tea Included
Professional Wok Cooking | Special Price for Seniors & Children
T Menu Available
X * Vegetarian Dishes
* Beer & Wine
* Food 1o Go
back by popular demand

THE FREE BUFFET CARD IS BACK

906 W. 7th Eugene » 344-9523 « closed Monday

UNIVERSITY
1998 SEPTEMBER EXPERIENCE

OF OREGON

SEPTEMBER 3-17

INTERESTED IN GETTING A HEAD START on completing your degree
requirements? You are invited to take part in September Experience, a two-
week program for undergraduates that emphasizes self-paced learning,

seminars, workshops, and summer-style courses.

Tuition for residents and nonresidents is set at a package rate of $500
for 1 to 5 credits.

To apply and for course information, call or visit the Summer Session
office, (541) 346-3475, 333 Oregon Hall. Credits are recorded as earned
during the 1998 summer session. Call today. Enrollment is limited.
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' “The Land East”

COURSE NO.

MATH 199

ENG 399
WR 49
LING 144
ANTH 399
SOC 399
ELTA

COURSE NO.

WR 199
EDUC 199
CPSY 199
LIB 199

COURSE TITLE
Preparation for Calculus and Discreet Mathematics

Prerequisite: a score above the MATH 111 level on the mathematies placement test

Literature on the Rack: Taking Popular Fiction Seriously
Developmental Composition
Introduction to Foreign Language Learning
Medical Anthropology and AIDS

Five Hundred Years: American Indian Experience
Computer-Based Strategies for Learning

*MORNING Coursks, 8:30-11:20, COURSES MEET FOR 10 DAYS

-AFI'ERNOON WorksHoPs, 1:00-2:50, WORKSHOPS MEET FOR 10 DAYS

COURSE TITLE
Reading, Writing, Using the World Wide Web
Drinking Decisions
Career Discovery
Electronic Library

CREDITS
"
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The university is an equal-opportunity, affirmative-action institution committed to cultural
diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Lunch
Monday through Saturday
Dinner
7 Nights a Week
992 Willamette
Eugene, Or 97401
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