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Graduation 1998

Senior spends memorable 4 years at UQ

As I write my final column here
at the Emerald, let me begin by
saying my initial thoughts were to
write about the trials and tribula-
tions of college life and my most
memorable moments over the
past four years at the University.

After writing
hundreds = of
sports  stories
over the past
two years, I fig-
ured I'd try to
take a different
path and stay
away from a
sports-related
column, But af-
ter racking my
brain for hours, I
came to the conclusion it just
can't be done.

When I thought of my best

my freshman year of college (in
1994) I was razzed unmercifully
by friends and family for deciding
to go to that “other” school in Eu-
gene rather than going off to Cor-
vallis to support the mighty
Beavers.

“The Beavs are gonna be un-
stoppable in a couple of years,”
friends would say.

“The Ducks just suck, they
might not even win a game in the
Pac-10 this year,” they added.

And after the Ducks were shel-
lacked by 'Hawaii and Utah to be-
gin that 1994 season 1-2, [ was a
bit worried.

But the rest is history. Less than
four months after first setting foot
on campus, | found myself sitting
(standing, actually) in the Rose
Bowl with at least 40,000 other
maniacal Ducks fans screaming

I was brought down to earth
some in the next three years, but
they sure weren't bad by any
means.

My second year was highlight-
ed by the football team’s trip to
the Cotton Bow!l and the win over
Washington at Husky Stadium.

Kenya Wilkins' last-second
shot to beat Stanford topped off a
solid basketball season, the
Ducks’ second-straight winning
season, although they were
robbed of a trip to the National In-
vitation Tournament.

The next two years were less
significant on a national level, but
just as important for Oregon.

A couple of 6-5 football regular
seasons closed out my years as a
Duck. But I won't ever forget the
domination of Air Force in the
Las Vegas Bowl that ranks right
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