
Graduation, parties, 
birthdays, special occasions. 
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Coast in and try on a pair of 
Birkenstock comfort footwear. 
And while you're cruising around 
the store, register to win a 

Cannondale mountain bike. Must 

register before June 15. 
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THE BIRKENSTOCK STORE 
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BIRKENSTOCK 

181 E. Broadway 
342-6107 

Mon-Sat: 10-6, Sun: 11-5 

'^fiPizza Pipeline 
Get the Real Deal 

One Item Pizza 
Plus Two (2) FREE 22 oz. Soft Drinks 

> ONLY 

Free Delivery including 
UO campus! 

Not volid with any other offer. Limited delivery 
Expires 6/22/98. 

Quick Service and a Fair Price* 

Eugene Hotline ( S 
824 Charnelton Street 
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Senior spends memorable 4 years at UO 
As I write my final column here 

at the Emerald, let me begin by 
saying my initial thoughts were to 
write about the trials and tribula- 
tions of college life and my most 
memorable moments over the 
past four years at the University. 

Alter writing 
hundreds of 
sports stories 
over the past 
two years, I fig- 
ured I’d try to 
take a different 
path and stay 
away from a 

sports-related 
column. But af- 
ter racking my 
brain for hours, I 
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came to the conclusion it just 
can’t be done. 

When I thought of my best 
memories at Oregon, nearly all 
had something to do with sports 
(other than every moment I’ve 
spent with my simply amazing 
girlfriend, Caroline, who has put 
up with me for the majority of the 
past four years — through the 
countless hours I spent in the 
Emerald newsroom, the late 
nights and many phone calls say- 
ing I’ll be “just another hour” and 
the innumerable weekends spent 
covering sporting events). 

First of all, I would like to 
thank my parents for some bril- 
liant timing in bringing me into 
the world when they did. It set me 

up perfectly to be a part of per- 
haps one of the most memorable 
four-year spans in Oregon sports 
history. 

Who would have thought that 
any student could go to Oregon 
for four years and not suffer 
through at least one losing foot- 
ball season? And have the Ducks 
participate in back-to-back New 
Year’s Day bowl games? 

During the summer between 
my senior year of high school and 

my freshman year of college (in 
1994) I was razzed unmercifully 
by friends and family for deciding 
to go to that “other” school in Eu- 
gene rather than going off to Cor- 
vallis to support the mighty 
Beavers. 

“The Beavs are gonna be un- 

stoppable in a couple of years,” 
friends would say. 

“The Ducks just suck, they 
might not even win a game in the 
Pac-10 this year,” they added. 

And after the Ducks were shel- 
lacked by Hawaii and Utah to be- 
gin that 1994 season 1-2,1 was a 

bit worried. 
But the rest is history. Less than 

four months after first setting foot 
on campus, I found myself sitting 
(standing, actually) in the Rose 
Bowl with at least 40,000 other 
maniacal Ducks fans screaming 
our collective head? off. 

And about those Beavers — 

does 27 straight losing seasons 
and counting ring a bell? 

I’ll admit, I was spoiled that 
freshman year. Easily the most 
memorable occurance was Kenny 
Wheaton's interception against 
Washington that sparked the run 
for the roses. And the 10-9 win 
over Arizona a week later was cer- 

tainly unforgettable. The Rose 
Bowl topped it all off. 

Moving on to basketball season, 
the highlight was easily the Ore- 
gon men’s stunning upset of 
UCLA and my introduction to the 
madness of McArthur Court just 
three days after the excitement of 
the Rose Bowl. The Ducks went 
on to earn a trip to the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time in 
decades. 

Admittedly, I had some incred- 
ibly high expectations for the next 
few years after starting off my col- 
legiate experience with Oregon 
teams going to a New Year’s Day 
bowl and the NCAA tourney in 
the same year. 

I was brought down to earth 
some in the next three years, but 
they sure weren’t bad by any 
means. 

My second year was highlight- 
ed by the football team’s trip to 
the Cotton Bowl and the win over 

Washington at Husky Stadium. 
Kenya Wilkins’ last-second 

shot to beat Stanford topped off a 
solid basketball season, the 
Ducks’ second-straight winning 
season, although they were 
robbed of a trip to the National In- 
vitation Tournament. 

The next two years were less 
significant on a national level, but 
just as important for Oregon. 

A couple of 6-5 football regular 
seasons closed out my years as a 
Duck. But I won’t ever forget the 
domination of Air Force in the 
Las Vegas Bowl that ranks right 
up there with my most memo- 
rable experiences of being a fan at 

Oregon. 
The other most memorable 

games I’ve attended while at Ore- 
gon were every victory over 
UCLA in men’s basketball (all 
three sweet in their own way), the 
oh-so-close effort of the women’s 
basketball team against Stanford 
in 1997 and the women’s victory 
over No. 7 Arizona on Natalie 
Hughes’ near-last-second shot 
that sent Mac Court into a frenzy. 

When 1 look back on it all, not 
too many people can say they 
went to Oregon when the Ducks 
had four winning football sea- 

sons, went to the NCAA and the 
NIT while putting together three 
(nearly four) winning seasons in 
men’s basketball, went to four 
straight NCAA Tournaments in 
women’s hoops and saw the re- 
tirements of two legendary coach- 
es (Bill Dellinger and Ron Finley). 

It’s a span of four years I’ll nev- 
er forget. 

Goodbye, everyone. 
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This gentleman has just graduated, but the siren-like call 
of the House of Records could lead him astray 
to a degree of sound he never explored before. 

Get your sound degree at 
__ 

HOUSE OF RECORDS 


