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Specializing in the Care of German, Swedish
and Japanese Automabiles.
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A specruf benefit matinee for NS
Sexual Assault Support Services
Sunday, May 31, 2 pm

UT box office 346 - 4191 EMU ficket office 346 - 4363
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" The Oregon Coast Music Association, in céoperation
with Sou ern Oregon Community College

Peace & Carrots

SILVA CONCERT HALL
Wednesday, June 10 - Bpm

T
EMU T

541/682- 5000 « or 541/346 4563

$5 Bucks Off With Valid Student 1.D.

ay 22, 23; 28, 29, 30 June 5, Q‘E'm |

o Sl P gy

* . ¥ i _--z_!., F ;
d-h.‘u-.;ahv-t-.d. LU dae S A ¥

. : 45 4 i Wiy -. "% _4.«‘3' wif,
AL HSERGRITTE Y LI da s SIS SO ET . (el Y

Swing: Meetings include dance lesson

M Continued from Page 7A
on the boardwalk.”

For decades, swing dance has
brought people of all ages together
on the dance floor, he said, a prac-
tice the Eugene Swing Dance Club
takes seriously. McKinney, alon;
with three other dancers, create
the club two and a half years ago
to provide community members
with instruction and opportuni-
ties to swing dance.

Since the 1920s, swing dance
has faded in and out of style,
McKinney explained. Now, a
country western dance trend that
arose about five years ago has fil-
tered into a recent swing craze.
“The bars got crowded, and [the
dancing] probably wasn't too sat-
isfying,” he explained. “Now,
people want to do swing dance
rather than country.”

Part of the reason swing is so
popular is because it is accessible
to everyone, McKinney said.

“Unlike in ballet, you don't
have to have advanced knowl-
edge of body movement — any-
body who can learn how to play
basketball can dance.”

The club, which meets every
Monday night from 7 to 10 at
Agate Hall, boasts about 450
members on its mailing list. The
meetings include a lesson from 7
to 8 and then two hours of open
dancing, and they usually draw
about 60 people of all ages, McK-
inney said.

Each week’s lesson is different,
he added. The first Monday of the
month features a beginning les-
son, while other meetings offer
more advanced moves and tech-
niques.

McKinney emphasized that no
partner is necessary at the dances,

“We're constantly rotating, so
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you have the chance to dance
with everybody in the room,” he
said. “It's all part of learning bet-
ter. The people who make a lot of
mistakes and look very mechani-
cal are the ones who don't rotate
— they just repeat their mistakes
over and over again.”

Any attire is appropriate for the
club meetings, McKinney said.

"Swing dance is a street dance,
not a formal dance,” he ex-
plained. “You wear street clothes.
I don’t wear shoes with felt soles
or anything when I swing."”

To further practice their dance
skills, members of the club also
meet at Rock ‘n Rodeo every
Tuesday night from 8 to 10, when
the bar hands over the floor to the
swing club.

“Tuesday nights, Rock ‘n
Rodeo is not a country western
club,” McKinney said. McKinney
often DJs, and he plays half mod-
ern music and half classic swing
music.

McKinney mentioned that al-
though most peoilple associate
swing dance with oldies music,
the swing club actually dances to
modern rhythm & blues.

“A lot of people think swing is
vintage,” he said. “But that’s not
swing, that’s lindy hop, a small
segment of swin?.i It comes from a
certain time in history. Modern
swing has evolved considerably
since then.” The swing club
dances west coast swing, he said,
which is much more dynamic
and connected to the music than
lindy hop.

The idea of swing dancing to
R&B music may seem odd, he
added, but it actually makes
sense. “Swing is one of the few in-
digenous American dances, and
R&B is indigenous American mu-
sic,” he explained.

At $4 for a one-hour lesson and
two hours of dancing, McKinney
said the club’s Monday meetings
make swing dance a parttcularly
good bargain. “Dancing, in terms
of the cost of a sport or art, rivals
bowling for being one of the
cheapest,” he said. The low cost
of the meetings haven’t hurt the
club financially, however, as the
revenue exceeds the expenditures
of renting Agate Hall and hiring
different weekly instructors.

Tuesday evenings at Rock ‘n
Rodeo are free, he added.

Beginning dancers should not
be afraid to join the club on Tues-
days, McKinney said. He suggest-
ed beginners ask a more experi-
enced dancer for a dance.

“Everybody remembers being a
beginner and never minds,” he
said, “Sometimes experienced
dancers will go out of their way to
pick a rookie. When I first started
dancing, I just hung out against
the wall and watched. Finally, a
bunch of women grabbed me and
got me out on the dance floor.

“Boy, am Iglad they did.”

ODE Online:
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birthing center.

PREGNANT
WOMEN NEED
SPECIAL
ATTENTION

We care for all women, regardless

Choose care from a PeaceHealth
Medical Group doctor, from a

certified nurse midwife, or both.
Choose from giving birth in the
hospital or in our out-of-hospital

We'll join with you to decide

which care is best for you.

Call 686-7282 to find out rnore
about our special programs.

PeaceHealth

Our Mission Is Your Good Health

Pacientes que hablan espafiol son bienvenidos.




