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Business-like Bulls demolish Pacers in Game 4

Chicago opened up a 13-
point lead after the first
quarter and cruised to
an easy victory

By Chris Sheridan
The Associated Press

CHICAGO — Swiftly and deci-
sively, the Chicago Bulls respond-
ed like the champions they are.

After being called whiners in-
stead of winners and having their
dynasty threatened, Michael Jor-
dan, Scottie Pippen and the rest of
the Bulls were efficient, ruthless
and just plain devastating in a
106-87 victory over Indiana, It
gave them a 3-2 lead in the Eastern
Conference finals.

“Tonight was unexpected dom-
inance,” Jordan said. “We didn’t
expect that. We took it to them
and wanted to see how they
would respond, and they didn’t
respond like we expected. We just
dominated them.”

These were not the cruise con-
trol Bulls of Games 1 and 2, nor
the UpsetaBulls of Games 3 and 4.

These were the serious Bulls,
just like the 1996 and 1997 ver-
sions. And right from the get-go
Wednesday night, it was clear

they meant business.

Jordan and Pippen led a first-
half onslaught that left the Pacers
reeling, and there was no let-up in
the second half.

“Deep down I thought they
were going to come in and lay it
all on the
line,” Pacers

head coach } "Bn
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said of his
team. “But tonight they just didn’t
play. For what reason I have no
idea.”

“It was a dynamic first half in
terms of aggression,” Chicago
head coach Phil Jackson said.
“Friday’s game is going to be a dif-
ferent matter. We're going to have
to perfect our game, bring it up to
another level. That is the goal and
aspiration of this team right now.

“We haven’t been in this posi-
tion for a while,” Jordan said of
the 2-2 standoff heading into
Wednesday night. “Everybody
came out focused. We won this
one in Chicago and now we have
to win one in Indianapolis.”

Jordan scored 29 points with
seven rebounds and four assists as
he led the team in scoring for the
13th time in 13 playoff games.

Pippen finished with 20 points,
eight rebounds and seven assists
and Toni Kukoc added 19 points
as the Bulls avoided their first
three-game losing streak with Jor-
dan on the team since the fall of
1990.

Jordan reached 35,000 career
points, including regular season
and playoffs, third behind Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar and Wilt Chamber-
lain.

Game 6 is Friday night, and the
Bulls will be looking to clinch
their third straight trip to the NBA
Finals and a possible repeat three-
peat for their sixth championship
this decade. Game 7, if necessary,
is Sunday night.

*‘Chicago comes out and plays
strong all the time, that's why
they're champions,” Bird said. As
for his own team, he added: “I'm
sure they'll bounce back. Know-
ing this team they bounce back
pretty well. They won'’t want their
season to end on a note like this.”

Chicago opened a 29-16 lead af-
ter one quarter, held Indiana with-
out a field goal for more than 14
minutes en route to a 25-point
halftime lead and went ahead by
as many as 33 for the most deci-
sive win of the series.

“We were just anxious to get
back out on the court,” Pippen
said. “We felt we should have
won at least one of the games
there.”

The Bulls held the Pacers to 34
percent shooting and allowed In-
diana to make only 23 field goals
— two more than the playoff-
record low of 21 set on four occa-
sions.

Pippen, averaging 15 in the first
four games of the series, surpassed
that by halftime as he and Jordan
had 17 points apiece.

Indiana had only eight baskets
in the first half,

The Bulls took control midway
through the first quarter with a 14-
0 run, turning a 10-7 deficit into a
21-10 lead.

Gone were the smug smiles the
Bulls wore through the first four
games, replaced by the cold stares
of fierce competitors. Even when
the referees slapped Pippen and
Dennis Rodman with quick-trig-
ger technical fouls, nothing could
take away from the Bulls’ focus.

Pippen, Jordan and Kukoc
scored all the points in the early
14-0 run, and Chicago led 29-16
after one quarter.
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 SURVIVAL CENTE

Exchange: Molde to leave UO after term
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- in conjuction with the Multicultural Cente

presents

Introductory non-violence
training with Peter Bergel
of Oregon Peaceworks.

THURSDAY, MAY 28 4:00 P.M. AT MCC

Just Brew It!
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Homebrew

Everything you need to make
great beer.

DON’T LET THE UO DESTROY YOUR

RIVERFRONT
PARK

The UO plans to build commercial buildings and parking
structures along the Willamette River south of the Autzen
footbridge, and call it the Riverfront Research Park.
Students, faculty and the greater Eugene community now
use this natural area for athletics, recreating, birdwatching,
biking & skateboarding.
(http://www.efn.org/~cpaeug/rrp.html - for more info)

Tell the UO to save your Riverfront Park -
Don’t develop between the River & the RR tracks.

E-mail comments to:
rrpreview @lists.uoregon.edu

Public Hearing:

TONIGHT

& Thurs., May 28 @ 7:30 p.m. EMU Fir Rm
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“I was contacted by schools with varsity soccer
teams but chose to come here for academic rea-
sons,” he says. “Also, I have a lot of friends here
from high school.”

Molde adds that he isn't looking to play profes-
sionally, and so playing for an NCAA Division I-A
team is not a priority.

“It's not that important because I'm going back to
Europe anyway,” he says. “It's not like I'm going to
go for a career here.”

Although he isn’t banking on making it profes-
sionally, if Molde were to make money playing soc-
cer, he’d have a better chance in the United States,
he says.

“If I were to play professionally, it would be here
in the States,” he says. “In Europe it would be really
difficult. I couldn’t hack practice. There’s no way I
could doit.”

Molde says there are some aspects of his game
that need work — namely speed.

“I could work on everything,” he says. “I'm basi-
cally slow now — not that I've ever been fast.”

Eight months ago, Molde had surgery to repair a
torn ACL, which he says slowed him down even
more.

Nevertheless, Oregon midfielder Matt Krovitz
says Molde is the best player on the squad.

“Jay’s pretty persistent and has a good work eth-
ic,” Krovitz says. “He is a skilled player who can
create goals from anything. He’s always just scoring
on people at will. He's unstoppable.”

Molde says his most memorable game came
against Maryland in the National Club Sports
Championships in Georgia last year.

He scored four goals in a 6-1 Oregon win in pool
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 member of the 1996 IMAX expedition.and
the first Spanish woman to summit Everest.

VR e e gt
et 3 A i g

$5 T' On Sale Now at McKenzie OQutfitters ®

play, but the Ducks weren’t able to make it past
North Carolina in the first round of the tourna-
ment’s playoffs.

“Just the fact that we won by such a big [margin]
in the nationals was great,” Molde says. “Plus, I was
also coaching the team at the time.”

As with many Northern Europeans, Molde tears
up the slopes cross-country skiing and snowboard-
ing when not in his soccer uniform. He also enjoys
speed skating and track.

Molde says he is looking forward to rejoining his
old soccer teammates when he heads back to Nor-
way later this year,

“Hopefully, I'll be able to play on my old team,”
he says. “It’'ll be a rough time because I'm not in as
good shape as I was when I first came over here.”

This is Molde’s last term at Oregon, as he will go
on exchange to Australia for completion of his last
undergraduate term. If possible, Molde says he
would like to continue playing “Down Under.”

“I don’t know what it’s going to be like down
there,” he says. “But I'll be looking for a team, no
less.”

Molde’s plans for the summer are similar to those
of many soccer fans worldwide, as he says he will
just be “kickin’ it” — this time figuratively.

“Iwill relax and enjoy watching the World Cup,”
he says.

In a soccer career that spans almost 20 years —
from starting off as a four-year-old prodigy to coach-
ing a team that went on to the National Club Sports
Championships — Molde says he will soon cap off
a stellar two-year career with the Ducks by, he
hopes, packing another city league title in his suit-
case.
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