Ceppos: Faimness, accuracy are necessities in journalism
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It failed to convey accurate infor-
mation and made conclusions
that could not be completely sub-
stantiated.

In his editorial, Ceppos cited
four areas where the stories did
not meet the Mercury News’
standards:

— the reporter offered only
one interpretation of complex
pieces of evidence;

— monetary estimates were
presented as fact;

— the complexity of the
growth of the crack epidemic was
oversimplified;

— the graphics and language
in the report were misleading.

Campus: Volunteers received more t
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canopy near the pioneer statue
between Fenton and Friendly
halls, urging passing students to
join in.

“Come rake bark dust!” they
called, shouting over the contin-
uous patter of rain on the tent
roof. Volunteers chose between
spreading bark, weeding flower
beds, power-washing buildings
and picking up trash.

Joining others lured by the of-
fer of free drinks and a bright red
University Day T-shirt, I walked
over to the tent, I scrawled my
name in a rain-splattered binder,
stored my backpack in a stack of
damp bags, grabbed a pair of
gloves and headed over to the
EMU Amphitheater.

A rain-drenched University
grounds worker pointed me to-
ward a pile of rakes and ges-
tured toward a group of four stu-
dents shoveling bark into green
wheelbarrows. Disorganized but
cheerful, they ran their rakes

Ceppos is widely considered
one of the most ethical news edi-
tors in the nation. He was award-
ed the Society of Professional
Journalists’ first national Ethics
in Journalism Award last fall.
The Anti-Defamation League
honored him with the Torch of
Liberty Award for service to jour-
nalism and to the community.

He also received a Knight-Rid-
der Excellence Award for his ef-
forts to promote diversity in the
newsroom and in the pages of the
Mercury News, which is owned
by Knight-Ridder, a chain of
newspapers nationwide,

“He is regarded as one of the
leading editors in the country,”
said Tim Gleason, dean of the

School of Journalism and Com-
munication. “His performance in
response to the ‘Dark Alliance’
series was exemplary.”

Ceppos’ “secret rules” tie in
with his experiences of being re-
ported upon, he said. As the
controversy surrounding the
“Dark Alliance” series evolved
and Ceppos’ editorial was print-
ed, discussion by Ceppos and
others turned into an exploration
of the ethics and morality of the
situation.

Fairness is supposed to be a
given for journalists, but all too
often it's a topic that is barely ad-
dressed by professionals in the
workplace, Ceppos said. It might
seem obvious and even tiresome,

over the soggy flower beds.

“I'm an environmental studies
major,” a woman in a bright or-
ange rain parka said. Another
student explained that she was
volunteering instead of going to
class. Two sorority members said
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Students sign up to participate in University Day Thursday after-
noon. Volunteers worked one-bour shifls at a variety of activities.

that they were volunteering to
give their house and the greek
system a good name,

The hour passed quickly. I
partnered up with another se-
nior, and we discussed our ma-
jors, midterms and upcoming

but students should be taught to
value fairness, he said.

“It’s like sex — you don't want
to talk about it with kids because
you figure they’re going to learn
about it anyway,” he said.

Journalism schools should
consider offering a course devot-
ed to fairness and accuracy be-
cause “young journalists need to
know that it is much harder to be
fair and accurate,” he said.

Ceppos said he would call it a
“real-time ethics” course and
would have students interview
sources who would later come in
and discuss how they felt about
the way they had been represent-
ed in the story.

Students should also have the

1an just T-shirts

graduations.

We were both surprised when
a man rolled a wheelbarrow by
and told us our shift was over.
We passed off our rakes to the
next round of volunteers and re-
turned to the tent.

A representative of the Office
of Student Life handed me a T-
shirt emblazoned with names of
University Day sponsors: U-
Lane-O, Track Town Pizza, the
UO Alumni Association, the
EMU, University Bookstore, Resi-
dence Hall Association, Eugene
Silkscreen and Coca-Cola.

Walking off campus past a
team of volunteers, I realized that
we hadn't really been working
for any of the reasons we dis-
cussed. The free T-shirt. A clean-
er (:EHIIPUS. All excuse to Illi.‘is
class,

Despite a childhood of forced
yard work, we agreed to rake
bark in the rain because it was
fun.

Trevitt-Clark: Friends remember her love of geography

i Continued from Page 1A

maps — the major depository in the North-

west,

thing and she wouldn’t have to stop and look

very special. It was one of those things she
added to our group. She would give us geog-
raphy trivia, and she would show us some of
the new maps or globes she would get in
every once in a while, and they were just
beautiful.

“We learned so much from her and learned
to look at maps in a way we never thought we
could, like where diseases are or religious
groups and crops.”

Watching Trevitt-Clark store and retrieve
the aerial maps was a dance in itself, she said.
She would be up high and down low and ma-
neuvering the long, flat drawers that hold the
University’s collection of about 400,000 aerial
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“She was almost like a sprite,” Fadeley
said. “It was really a show to watch her be-
cause she knew where everything was and
was very proud of her maps.”

Her 28 years of being an aerial map librari-
an were also helpful to people ranging from
staff and students at the University to
builders in the community, Loy said.

“She developed a tremendous knowledge
of maps, but of students, faculty and busi-
nesses as well,” he said. “She did all of us a
major service at the University. She had
unique knowledge for aerial photos. We
would just have to walk in and ask for any-
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it up. She knew exactly were it was."

Trevitt-Clark was treasurer of the P.E.O.
Sisterhood, a former president of the Western
Association of Map Librarians and a member
of the Lane County Geographical Society.

She is survived by her husband, Dennis
Clark; her mother of Point Arena, Calif; a
brother, Michael Trevitt of Santa Ana, Calif;
and a sister, Patricia Neth of Point Arena,
Calif.

Memorial contributions may be made to
the University Map Library; the geography
department; the P. E. O. Sisterhood, a schol-
arship foundation for women; or the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association.
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chance to explore policies on un-
named sources in stories and
how stories should be framed to
avoid presenting an issue as
“black or white,” he said.

Ceppos also stressed the im-
portance of involving the reader
in maintaining an atmosphere of
accuracy by welcoming readers’
comments.

“Readers are not dumb — if
they were, they wouldn't be read-
ing your paper,” he said.

Not being afraid to admit mis-
takes and being honest about po-
tential conflicts of interest in re-
porting do not undermine a
newspaper’s credibility.

“It's the right thing to do,” he
said.
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Attention June graduates!!

If you are looking for a career in the high tech

industry, Active Voice is the place for you!

Active Voice is a rapidly growing and dynamic

telecommunications software firm, and we

are looking for new grads to fill open posi-

tions as Software Test Engineers and

Software Quality Assurance Engineers in our

Quality Assurance department.

Responsibilities:

* Develop and execute test plans and auto-
mated systems tests

*Coordinate with multiple disciplines to
define requirements and design features
for communications, networking, and desk-
top software

*Ensure quality of software throughout
development cycle; from conception
through design and development to release

Requirements:

* Ability to analyze problems, communicate,
and lead in a team environment

* Experience with communications software
and PC hardware. 05/2 and Windows pre-
ferred

*Both technical and nontechnical majors

encouraged 1o apply

Active Voice produces high quality PC-based

voicemail and call management systems. We

offer competitive salary and benefits, and a

stimulating and dynamic work place with

opportunities for challenge and personal

growth,

To apply, please send a letter and resume to:

Active Voice, Attn: QA Engineer - 710, 2901

Third Avenue, Seattle, WA 98121; or e-mail

your resume 1o personnel@activevoice.com.

Active Voice is an Equal Opportunity

Employer.

www. activevoice.com
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