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STATE NEWS

State forces teens to atone for crimes

Half of Oregon’s counties
have programs requiring
teenage offenders to

apologize to their victims

The Associated Press

DALLAS — When Hannah Flug
went joyriding with friends to Cal-
ifornia in a stolen Thunderbird,
she figured she might land in de-
tention if caught.

The 14-year-old not only got de-
tention, buta judge ordered herto do
something she dreaded even more:
apologize tothe owners ofthe car.

She cried.

“I would do community ser-
vice, detention, anything,” said
Hannah, now 16. I just didn't
want to see these people. It would
be so embarrassing.”

The meeting taught Hannah
that her weekend of fun had costa
family more than $5,000 in dam-
ages and losses and had broken

their sense of security.

Butmost ofall, it forced Hannah to
take responsibility for hercrime.

“Itreally made me realize what I
had done and what kind of people
I was hanging out with,” she said.
“It made me understand what
these people went through.”

As court counselors try to keep
teenagers from repeating their
crimes, they are turning to ideas
such as the program in Polk Coun-
ty. It was one of the first in Oregon
to bring teenagers and their victims
together. Half the state's counties
now have similar programs.

“Fora lot of crime victims, having
a face-to-face meeting with the kids
is helpful,” says Gail Lambert, an ad-
vocate for victims of juvenile offend-
ers in Multnomah County.

“They find out the kids aren’t lit-
tle evil beings, that they did some-
thing stupid, and maybe they're sor-
ry,and maybe they feel stupid.”

Juvenile intake officers review

cases and recommend teenagers for
the program, which can cost about
$220 — less than the minimum
$1,500 expense of winding a case
through court, according to Sandie
Pattison, the program's director.

The teenagers who are accepted
first meet with a program media-
tor and then, if the victim agrees,
they meet.

Teens also must pay for their
damages and perform community
service.

Polk County doesn't track the
teenagers once they've completed
the program, though an informal
study found that 94 percent didn’t
commit another crime in the next
three years.

Hannah's mother believes the
program will keep her daughter
from committing another crime.

“Meeting with her victims
taught her much more than any-
thing that I could tell her,” Prindi
Flug said.
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Railpasses issued on the spot! Great travel gear for sale!
(LQAP tickets. Great advice.
Nice onP(z.

CIEE: Council on International Educational Exchange

£ 877'p East Eugene St. Eugene

University of Oregon
EMU Building
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Portland thi
Summer?

The University of
Oregon is there with
you. Continue
progress toward
your degree while
you're in Portland
this summer. The
following courses
are offered at the
UO Portland Center
this summer.
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Village
Voices.

Join us this evening at six for a performance
by the Eugene Chamber Choir,
led by Mark Beaudert.
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The Spring Scene in Eugene!

Every Wednesday from 5-8 p.m. at the UO Museum of Art.
Free to all! Call 346-3027 for more information.
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University of Oregon  BA 101 Introduction to Business (4 credits) June
Portland Center 22-August 14. Historical, social, political, economic, and
722 S.W. Second Avenue legal environments within which business operates.
Regliter by Solephos Interrelationships of major functional areas including
(Summer Duck Call) now Management, finance, marketing, and accounting,
The 1998 5 i Instruction includes both ln -class lectures., discussion, and
bulletin and schedule of classes ¢ases as well out-of-class distance education technology and
has important information about  format. For registration and prerequisite information call
courses, special programs,  (800) 524-2404. Self-support course fee, $405. Dusseau. In-
housing, registration, and fees ]35q sessions are June 22, July 20, July 27, August 3, and
For a free copy call  August 10; 6:00-9:00 p.M.
: (541) 346-3475; ; .
Toll free, 1(800)524-2404 RUSS 399 Russia and Business (3 credits) June 22~
Or visit our web site: July 17. Explores the changes in Russian politics, culture, and
hitpa//darkwing noregon.edu/ business in the 1990s. Investigates the Russian national
~uosummer/ Character, business ethics, and etiquette. Includes rudiments
The site includes the 1 of Russian vocabulary—enough to survive. For registration
D e i call (541 346-3475. Self-support course fee,
and schedule of classes  $330. Kripkov. Meets Tuesdays and Thursdays; 6:00-9:30 ..
ANTH 407/507 Medical Anthropology and AIDS
(3 credits) June 22-July 17. Examines medical ideas,
systems, practices, problems and institutions from several
unique perspectives: anthropological, cross-cultural,
historical, theoretical and philosophical. Explores questions
related to health risks, illnesses, disease and human suffering.
For registration information, call (800) 524-2404. Self-support
course fee, $330. Hammar. Meets Tuesdays and Thursdays;
2:00-5:00 p.m.
Self-support course fees replace fees listed in the Tuition
Schedule in the Schedule of Classes. Formal admission to the
university is not required to enroll in these courses.
UNIVERSITY of OREGON
The university is an equal-opportunity, affirmative-action institution committed
to cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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