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only “mediocre,” said Marilyn Ol- 
son, director of the licensure pro- 
gram. 

In 1991, the Oregon Education 
Act for the 21st Century was 

passed by the state Legislature, in- 
stigating a complete overhaul of 
the school system. The act was 

most recently revised and signed 
into law by Gov. John Kitzhaber 
in 1995, when guidelines were set 
for the implementation of stan- 
dardized performance-based as- 

sessments for Oregon students. 
The Oregon Education Act re- 

quires high schools to offer Cer- 
tificates of Initial and Advanced 
Mastery. Assessment criteria for 
the certificates are still in devel- 
opment, but according to guide- 
lines published by the Oregon De- 
partment of Education, statewide 
criteria will cover a range of areas 
to provide a “focused, uncluttered 
set of targets for learning.” 

In 10th grade, students’ profi- 
ciency in mathematics, English, 
science, social science and the 
arts and languages will be evalu- 
ated for a Certificate of Initial 
Mastery. 

Already, a number of high 
schools in Oregon have begun to 

implement the initial phase of the 
restructuring program. This year, 
the first group of sophomores will 
be tested for proficiency in mathe- 
matics and English according to 
CIM standards. Every year over 

the next four years, a new subject 
will be added, and by 2003 the 
full testing sequence will be in 
place. 

Evaluations of students’ perfor- 
mance levels for CIM are not 
based on a single test. Instead, stu- 
dents submit a portfolio of “evi- 
dence” that demonstrates their 
proficiency, including a variety of 
work samples and tests. 

To attain the CIM, students will 
demonstrate skills that apply to 
real life, such as the ability to de- 
liberate on public issues and un- 
derstand diversity. Students' 
foundational skills will also be as- 

sessed: their ability to think, self- 

direct learning, communicate, use 

technology, quantify and recog- 
nize relationships and collaborate 
with other members of a team to 
achieve a goal. 

A Certificate of Advanced Mas- 
tery, which will document the de- 
velopment of students’ career-re- 

lated skills, will be awarded after 
testing in 12th grade. 

Research and development for 
CAM is still underway, but as- 

sessments will reflect a more indi- 
vidualized educational program 
built on student outcomes from 
CIM. Each student will choose at 
least one from six occupational 
categories as a context for ad- 
vanced study: arts and communi- 
cations, business and manage- 
ment, health services, human 
resources, industrial and engi- 
neering systems and natural re- 

source systems. 
Students will work with busi- 

nesses in the community to devel- 
op their skills and will be given 
some responsibility to assess 

themselves. By 2005, CAM will 
be fully implemented, with ca- 

reer-related learning assessments 
and continued evaluation of the 
six subject areas tested for in 10th 
grade. 
How will school reform affect stu- 
dents and teachers? 

Most schools in Oregon have 
been assessing students’ writing 
skills using performance-based 
standards for some time, Olson 
said. 

“Good teachers have been do- 
ing this for years,” she said. 

But where teachers who use 

more traditional methods often 
give students feedback after an as- 

signment has been graded, re- 

structuring the evaluation process 
would mean students would have 
access — before they began a task 
— to the assessment criteria. 

Access to assessment guide- 
lines, which are very explicit, 
could be helpful for students who 
are not sure what is most impor- 
tant when studying for a test or 
what to include in a paper. 

"Standards-based schooling 
represents a fundamental change 

CIM/CAM timeline 
The Certificate of Initial Mastery will be 
phased in by 2003-04. The certicate of 
Advanced Mastery will be phased in by 
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in how schools work,” said Mark 
Gall, director of the Educational 
Leadership, Technology and Ad- 
ministration program in the Col- 
lege of Education. 

The assessment model can be 
compared to a driver’s license 
exam, Gall said. There are certain 
“rules of the road” — standards 
and expectations for what a driver 
should know. Passing the test in- 
dicates that a driver is familiar 
with those rules. 

“But the state doesn’t dictate 
how you study for a driving test,” 
he said. “Some students may just 
pick it up from watching their 
parents; others go to driving 
school.” 

Changes mandated by the Ore- 
gon Education Act are not the first 
waves of school reform to pass 
over Oregon. 

Previous efforts to inspire 
change have often accomplished 

little before dying down, said 
Fitzwater, who did some of his 
student teaching at Willamette 
High School. Many people think 
this is just a phase and that it will 
go away, he said. 

If polled today, Olson said she 
thinks only about 50 percent of 
teachers would say the model for 
performance assessments is “a 
good idea.” 

Teachers who have spent years 
running their classrooms in a cer- 

tain way — usually successfully 
— may not recognize or even 

want to see a need for change, she 
said. 

“Its hard for teachers to be re- 

flective when they are deliver- 
ing,” she said. “They need time to 
think about the changes and how 
to implement them. 

“We must have the patience as 

teachers to manipulate a shift 
from what we did as learners 
when we were in school to what 
we are doing now as teachers,” 
Olson said. 

But some educators are con- 

cerned that levels have been set 
too high, causing students who 
had done well under the tradi- 
tional grading system to fail. 

“If standards are set too high — 

or too low — students will not 

perform optimally," Gall said. 
Likewise, if new drivers who 
have only driven an automatic are 

told to go out on a hilly road and 
drive a stick-shift, they won’t do 
too well, he said. 

“There are questions about 
whether every student needs to 
meet all standards," Olson said. 
“Students who are particularly 
proficient in one area may not al- 
ways be able to meet standards in 
other areas.” 

“Standards represent good 
practice and good learning.” 

Scoring guides, used to help 
teachers assess student work, are 

still in development, but care 

must be taken to word them care- 

fully. 
“They shouldn’t be thinly dis- 

guised A, B, C, D and F’s,” said 
Ginevra Ralph, an instructor in 
the college’s special training pro- 

gram. 
Changes in the College of Education 

Students in the College of Edu- 
cation are sent to observe and 
practice their teaching methods in 
local schools. But because the re- 

form guidelines are still in devel- 
opment, many teachers in the 
field are just beginning to learn 
about the program. There is often 
inconsistency in implementation 
and teachers’ behaviors, Olson 
said. 

“It sounds like a good plan, but 
practically speaking, how well 
can we implement it?” asked 
Takako Schneider, a student in 
the College of Education who is 
also enrolled in the Middle-Sec- 
ondary Licensure Program. When 
she completes the program, she 
will be certified to teach Spanish 
and Japanese. 

Because the second language 
portion of the CIM will be the last 
sequence to be implemented, 
guidelines for what she will teach 
are still fuzzy, she said. Despite 
the fact that benchmarks and scor- 

ing rubrics are still in develop- 
ment, the College of Education 
has stressed that future teachers 
must be prepared to teach in 
schools where performance-based 
assessments are the norm. 

Schneider attended a teacher- 
training session at Willamette 
High School last fall, where many 
teachers were given their first 
glimpse of the assessment guide- 
lines, she said. Using standard- 
ized scoring rubrics, teachers 
were asked to score sample es- 

says. The results were widely dif- 
ferent, Schneider said. 

Teaching teachers — across the 
state and in schools — to grade 
the same way will be a major ob- 
stacle in implementing the assess- 

ment model, she said. 

“With practice and with train- 
ing, maybe it will work. It’s hard, 
but people just naturally look at 
different things, and some are 

harsher and others are more le- 
nient,” Schneider said. “The 
whole bias thing is going to be dif- 
ficult to overcome.” 
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Need committed and creative student volunteers 
to advise the University Health Center regarding 
programs, services, finances, and health insurance. 

Student advisors will spend about 1-2 hours per 
week as members of the evolving Student Health 
Advisory Committee (SHAC) and will guide the 
University Health Center in promoting a healthy 
campus through the storm of health care reform. 

Successful participants will gain an in-depth 
understanding of health care delivery and its 
financing, will learn about the health issues of college 
students, and will develop interpersonal skills and 
confidence. 

Routine meetings are scheduled at 3p.m. Fridays, 
allowing members to plan their class schedules 
accordingly. 

Applications can be picked up at the 
University Student Health Center front desk. 

Completed applications should be 
submitted to the University Health Center 

Director's office by Tuesday, May 19. 
UNIVERSITY 

HEALTH CENTER 
We’re a matter of degrees ^ 

Open daily 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.. except Tuesdays (9 a.m.) and Sundays (10 a.m.). 
Appointments and after hours: 346-2770 Web: darkwing.uorcgon.cdu/~uoshc 

Please call 346-4447 for more information. 
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The Oregon Daily Emerald is accepting applications for Advertising 
Executives Applications may be picked up in Suite 300, EMU. 
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