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New York looks like the defi-
nite early season favorite to claim
its second World Series title in
three seasons. If that happens,
my fellow reporter Rob Moseley
(he of the infamous predictions)
will have finally been correct in
one of his forecasting columns.
Just between you and me, I bad-
gered Moseley — whao bleeds
Dodger blue — until he surpris-
ingly saw the light and made the
Yankees his pick.
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“The Glide's” farewell

It was not the way Clyde
Drexler would have written the
last chapter to his superb NBA
career. Drexler was bounced
from the playoffs and into retire-
ment when his Houston Rockets
fell to the Utah Jazz in the deci-
sive fifth game of their first-
round series Sunday.

“The Glide,” who announced
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not come near to approaching his
| career regular season and playoff

@
| average of 20.4 points per game
as he scored just six points on

one-for-13 shooting in the loss. r

But in typical Drexler fashion, '
he accepted the bittersweet end- OW 5
ing with a big smile and pure
class, waving to the Utah crowd
as he walked off the court for the

last time and joking with NBC Register nOW for

analyst Steve Jones in a postgame

interview. UmverSIt)]
[ expected nothing less from

future Hall of Famer Drexler, f Or

who enchanted many Oregon- 0 egon

ian’s such as myself with his Cl

slick moves and warm heart dur- Summer asses.

ing his 11-plus seasons with the

Portland Trail Blazers.

I'll always remember the time 1 P]_Ck up a_ free

got Drexler’s autograph after a
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game as a kid. He was called back i
out of the locker room for a Summer :
postgame interview with Bill . . &
Schonely at midcourt after lead- bu_llel 1N W]_l I | E
ing the Blazers to victory. ~ @

As he navigated his way S( I Iedu_le i
through the mob that had gath- . ¥
ered courtside and promised au- f da
tographs for everyone after the 0 Sses m
interview, one kid whined that r
his mom said he had to leave Oregon l Ia_ll 3
right away. Drexler turned &
around without hesitation, th b
walked to the kid and signed his Or at e |
poster. My mom and [ were u
amazed. After the interview, bOOkStOre- o B
Drexler spent at least an hour g_
signing for everyone. - 1 i

Here's to hoping coach Drexler UO Summer SESSIOH 1S ?
can instill a pinch of that genuine _ ]
class into some of his future play- ]une 22—Augu5i’ 14 o ;
ers. The NBA is losing not only a ,——/ : s
great player, but a wonderful per- !
son. Classes and workshops . - -
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Thanks for the memories, begln th_roughout \
Clyde. h
Tim Pyle is a sports reporter for the t €s er ]
Emerald. ]
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