
Patriots may not draft Moss due to ‘character issue’ 
Randy Moss caught 
95 passes for 1,820yards 
and made 25 
touchdowns last season 

By Howard Ulman 
The Associated Press 

FOXBORO, Mass. — The board 
hanging in the New England Pa- 
triots draft headquarters lists hun- 
dreds of top college players. But 
there is one glaring omission. 

That’s because they don’t think 
Randy Moss is nearly as good a 

person as he is a wide receiver. 
“We’ve had discussions, and 

Randy Moss is not on our draft 
board,” Bobby Grier, the Patriots 
vice president for player person- 
nel, said Monday. “Quite a few 
players are off our board because 
of the character issue.” 

The Patriots’ primary need in 
the draft is a running back to re- 

place Curtis Martin, who signed 
with the New York Jets. And un- 

less they trade to improve on their 
first pick, the 18th, Moss probably 
wouldn’t be available anyway. 

Adding a wide receiver, 
though, is one of their priorities, 
and Moss might be the best to 
come out of college this year. 

He has a rare combination — 

size, speed, good hands and tim- 
ing — that made him an outstand- 
ing receiver the past two seasons 
at Marshall. He’s had a less desir- 
able combination of off-field prob- 
lems. 

Notre Dame revoked his schol- 
arship before he went there after 
he was charged with attacking a 
student at his high school. He 
went to Florida State, where he 
redshirted his freshman season, 
but was kicked off the team for vi- 
olating probation by smoking 
marijuana. 

He then moved to Marshall, 
where he had 29 touchdowns in 
leading the team to the 1996 Divi- 

sion I-AA national title. And last 
season, the school's first in Divi- 
sion I-A, he caught 96 passes for 
25 touchdowns and 1,820 yards. 

“I like to draft guys who are 
character guys, who are produc- 
tive guys and who can make 
plays,” Grier said. 

The Patriots already stumbled 
once with a draft choice who had 
a troubled past. They took Nebras- 
ka defensive lineman Christian 
Peter in the fifth round in 1996, 
then relinquished their rights to 
him three days later. 

He has pleaded no contest to 

third-degree assault of a former 
Miss Nebraska and to disturbing 
the peace in an incident in which 

he was charged with grabbing a 

woman by the neck. He played 
last season for the New York Gi- 
ants. 

And this might not be the best 
time for the Patriots to draft a 

player whose character they ques- 
tion. On May 4, running back and 
kick returner Dave Meggett faces 
a court date in Toronto on charges 
of sexual assault and robbery Feb. 
27. 

Patriots head coach Pete Carroll 
continued his policy Monday of 
not commenting on Meggett’s fu- 
ture with the team. 

Drafting Moss might infuriate 
Patriots owner Robert Kraft, who, 
with input from his wife, report- 
edly made the decision to relin- 
quish the team’s rights to Peter. 

Grier said there might be less 
tolerance in New England to 

drafting players with off-field 
problems than there is elsewhere. 

“We feel it’s very important in 

this community,” he said. "The 
guy’s an awesome talent. The dif- 
ference is in communities. 1 think 
there are some teams who would 
take a chance.” 

At a recent workout for pro 
scouts at Marshall, Moss report- 
edly behaved very well. 

Chicago Bears coach Dave 
Wannstedt, who has the fifth 
pick, said Moss might be one of 
the first five players taken. New 
Orleans coach Mike Ditka said 
he'd consider Moss when the 
Saints make the seventh choice of 
the draft if the receiver is avail- 
able. 

But Grier made it clear that, 
when it comes to some players 
whose character the team is un- 

comfortable with, the Patriots 
don’t simply reduce the grade 
they receive on the team’s draft 
board. 

"We don’t move them down,” 
Grier said. “We move them off.” 

Golf: Crane shoots a 68 to lead men 
■ Continued from Page 7A 
ever told us before a tournament, I think this was the 
most meaningful and most thought-provoking,’” Nosier 
said. 

Even a lightning delay that included hail at Stanford 
Golf Course could not stop the Ducks from posting the 
tournament’s only single-round score in the 280s. 

“I sure didn't do any high-powered coaching while 
they were sleeping last night,” Nosier said. “We went from 
a pretty bad position to the best round of the tournament 

overnight I don’t think it was because all of the sudden we 
started working harder. Maybe their minds were set a little 
bit more. I don’t know. I wish I had the answers. 

Ben Crane, who is ranked No. 56 in the MasterCard 
Collegiate Golf Rankings, shot a 68 to lead Oregon in 
the final round and claim third place individually with 
a 215 combined total. Following his second-round 75, 

Crane was tied for 17th heading into the final 18 holes. 
His final round was tied for the lowest of the day and 

left him just one stroke short of co-winners Rich Barcelo 
of Nevada and Herbert Forster of Pacific, who finished 
with combined totals of 214. 

Chris Cone shot a final-round 74 to finish with a 223 
total that tied him for 25th place. Ryan Lavoie recov- 
ered from a second-round 79 to record a 74 Monday and 
give Oregon three players in the top 45 by tying for 38th. 

“I’d take him to battle with me any time,” Nosier said. 
“He didn’t have a great tournament because of the bad 
round he had yesterday, but Lavoie got a whole bunch over 

today and then birdied three of his last four coming in.” 
Oregon plays at the Thunderbird Invitational in 

Tempe, Ariz., beginning Saturday in its last regular sea- 
son tournament before the Pacific-10 Conference Cham- 
pionships, which begin April 27 in Orinda, Calif. 

UO: Glusac returns for 
second match of season 
■ Continued from Page 7A 
cessful showing in the state of Washington. Although beaten 
by both the Cougars and Huskies, the Oregon women took six 
of the 18 matches contested. 

The Ducks return to Eugene for a nonconference match 
against Portland on Sunday before traveling to the Pac-10 
Championships on April 23-26. 

lot ci story idea?. 
live us a call. 

Emerald 
346-5511 

Career 

°n© TARGET 
• At the Career Fair 

4/15,11:00-4:00, EMU 

• Open House 
6:30 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 4/15 & 4/22 

Century Room A, EMU 

• Interviews 

4/16, 8:30 a.m. 5:00 p.m., 

Gerlinger Lounge 

• Permanent Management Positions 

starting 5/98 & 7/98 
• Summer Internships 

10 week paid program! 

Alpha Chi Omega 
wants to remind 

you that 

Spring Rush is 
April 13-16. 

Call the office of Greek Life 
for details 
346-1146 

Or stop by the EMU, Suite 7 

3M 
BLACK & WHITE 
EXPRESS COPIES 

Bring this coupon to the Kinko's listed below and receive 
3C Express Black & White Copies. 

kinko's 
1265 Willamette, Eugene 344-3555 

Offer good for letter size, single sided, autofed copies on our standard white paper. Offer is bmited to one coupon per person. Coupon must " 

Ibe presented at time of purchase and is not valid with other offers or discounts. Offer valid at time of purchase only and may not be discounted I 
or credited toward past or futue purchases. Offer valid at Kinko's listed locations only. Coupon void where prohibited by law. No cash value. ■ 

I Offer expires 8/30/98. ®1998 Kinko's, Inc. AU rights reserved, tfnto's is a registered trademark of Kinko's Ventues, Inc. and is used by ■ 
permission. Kinko's requires written permission from the copyright holder in order to reproduce any copyrighted materials. I 

[ AAAS48 | Open 24 Hours • Ask about free pickup and delivery I exp 8/30/931 


