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\ McGwire not concerned with record
i
L | | Mark McGwire says tl'}llm s}l;ohin the ll?lth innin, g aga.ine:; El;id of the linda and not being all
P ; : e Dodgers. He put Game at impressed.
l }_)elpmg his team is mc{re against San Diego out of reach “I was never in awe of any-
i | mporiant than breaking i a three-run shot in the sixth, body,” McGwire said. “I just went
VB i Roger Maris’ record and joined Hall of Famer Willie  toenjoy thegame.”

28 Mays as the only National League Nor does he seem to take his
3| | ByR.B. Falistrom players to homer in each of the feats too seriously. All week he
- | Teloabiies first four games. The AL keepsno  couldn’t wait for the horde of re-
L Fuu. COI.OR (0 PIES ST.LOUIS —Tooneteammate,  such record. porters to leave his locker, and he
U Brig this coupon o the Kinko' lsted beow and eceve. | he's amodern-day Babe Ruth. Toa “You just don’t see too many  was definitely on the churlish side
' bl | rival manager, he’s practically a  guys in this league do the things  for a man enjoying the ride of his
& force of nature. he does,” San Diego’s Tony life. As far as McGwire's con-
I Mark McGwire is pounding a  Gwynn said. “If you look at his  cerned, the game is the thing, not

I baseball like few before him. numbers, it's hard to argue that  RogerMaris’ record.
= e | “You can feel the intensity and  he’s not the best power hitter in “Anytime you can help a team
[ i the electricity in the stands when  thegame.” win a ballgame, it means a lot,” he
; he comes up'd?:d rightfully so,” The thunder abated in Game 5 :laid. “Homerun, base hit, a walk, a
: San Diego Padres manager Bruce on Sunday. San Diego’s Kevin efensive play, it doesn’t matter to
1265 Willamette, EUQEHE 344-3555 | Bochy said. “He hits a baseball ~ Brownand TreavorHoffmanheld  me. Aslongas you can contribute.”
like no other human being.” McGwire to a pedestrian 1-for-4 Needless to say, he doesn’t
O oot s, s i e s oo o e . O e toe gy g Cogon 1 McGwire homered in each of withawalk. think highly of a new section of
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" 10 GOOD REASONS

TO LIVE AT DUCK’S VILLAGE

1. Close and convenient
2. Individual leases and private rooms
3. Rec. room and fitness center
4. 10 or 12 month leases with 3 payment
plans
5. Larger seasonal pool and year round spa
6. Attractive furniture
7. Night time security
8.1,2,3 & 4 bedroom spacious units
9. Meticulously maintained
10. Management that cares about you

Spaces are going fast so reserve yours today!
For more information, please stop by our rental office
M-F 8-5, Sat. 9-1 or call us at 485-7204

Duck’s Village

§ l 3225 Kinsrow Ave., Eugene
Office: (541) 485-7200 Fax: (541) 485-4656

v~ 16 years of age or older?

v+ Diagnosisof asthma?

v Using asthma medication daily ?

v A non-smoker with limited smoking history?

The study is enrolling now:

* 6 visits over 14 weeks

* Examinations, pulmonary function tests,
laboratory testing and study medications
at no charge

Financial compensation for study participants
Call our office to see if you qualify:

Allergy & Asthma Research Group
1488 Oak Street Eugene, OR 97401

683-4324

Robert Frost Jones, M.D.
Kraig Warren Jacobson, M.D.
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Celebrating 99 years of publishing &
26 years as an independent newspaper
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the first four games, and all but
one was the game’s big blow. On
opening day, his grand slam broke
up a scoreless, fifth-inning tie
against the Dodgers and prompted
the Ruthian comparison, not by a
wide-eyed rookie but 39-year-old
Gary Gaetti.

With McGwire in the on-deck
circle, fans began roaring when the
count went to three balls on Delino
DeShields. Ball four brought the
anticipation to fever pitch.

McGwire didn’t let them down,
and he punctuated the moment
with some football-like forearm-
bashing and backslapping that left
at least two teammates in pain.

“That was about as electric as
they come,” said catcher Tom
Lampkin, “and I think he got a lit-
tle carried away."”

He ended Game 2 with a three-

McGwire is as blase about the
long ball as a guy who has hit 110
homers the last two seasons can
possibly be. Given a chance to be-
come the first man to homerin the
first five games of the season, he
took his rips, but he also put the
ball in play for a first-inning single
and didn’t mind walking to load
the bases in the fifth.

“He's established his reputa-
tion,"” said manager Tony La Rus-
sa, who also had McGwire in Oak-
land. “He’s a hell of a lead-off man
in an inning. Just look at his on-
base percentage.”

The last two months last season,
itwas .411. So far this season, he's
8-for-20 with five walks.

For McGwire, home runs just
happen, even if they happen in
bunches. As a young boy he re-
members watching Mays near the

upper deck seats just inside the
left-field foul pole that is called, in
neon letters, Big Mac Land. McG-
wire is quick to point out it’s a
hamburger promotion and not a
McGwire spinoff that will add to
his $9 million salary.

He's just as quick to says he’s
never, ever, had a Big Mac sand-
wich because he can’t stand the
special sauce.

“It's not my name and it has noth-
ing to do with me,” McGwire said.
“It'sall McDonald’s, believe me.”

Want more cold water? He'’s not
licking his chops about playing
the next three games at Coors
Field.

“It's just another ballpark,”
McGwire said. “You guys make
more of it than we do. This is a
game and it's not easy, but nobody
ever writes that, do they?”

Johnson’s slow start has fans worried

But the Mariners say
they are not concerned
about his poor showing

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — What's wrong
with Randy Johnson?

Johnson and the Mariners say
nothing, but his perplexing 9.26
ERA after two starts has Seattle’s
fans beginning to wonder.

Johnson (0-1) was the loserin a
10-5 Sunday defeat by the Boston
Red Sox in his second start. He
surrendered seven runs on six hits
and walked four, while striking
out 10 in six innings.

Not to worry, the Mariners in-
sisted.

“I am not concerned about
Randy one bit,” Seattle manager
Lou Piniella said.

“I'm not going to get upset over
two games,” Johnson said.

Johnson's poor start comes in

the final year of his contract with
Seattle after a winter of discontent
for the 6-foot-10 left-hander. The
Mariners said in November that
they wouldn't extend his contract
after 1998.

The 1995 AL Cy Young Award
winner became the franchise’s first
20-game winner last season when
he was 20-4 and had a 2.28 ERA
with 291 strikeouts in 29 starts.

But he was 0-2 in the Mariners’
division series that they lost to
Baltimore 3-1 last fall.

Johnson, who was not involved
in the decision in a 10-9 loss to
Cleveland on opening night, is
earning $6 million this season.

With a 45-6 record from 1995-
97 in Seattle, he has a history of be-
ing a fast starter.

A year ago, he was 3-0 in five
starts in April. For his career, he's
20-9in April.

The Red Sox said only nice
things about Johnson. Of course,

they will face him again Friday in
Boston.

“Whoever said that is crazy,”
Mo Vaughn, who is a career .381
hitter against Johnson, said of the
questions about Johnson's perfor-
mance. “He hasn’t lost anything.”

“You won't hear me saying he’s
lost anything,” said Nomar Garcia-
parra, who had a two-run homer
and a two-run single Sunday
against Johnson. “He seemed pret-
ty tough to me.”

Since joining the Mariners in
1989 after a trade with the Montre-
al Expos, Johnson has won four
AL strikeout crowns and leads the
major leagues in strikeouts during
the 1990s.

Johnson missed most of the
1996 season following back
surgery.

“He just hasn’t found a groove
yet,” teammate Ken Griffey ]Jr.
said. “Once Le gets comfortable,
he'll beall right.”
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