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you get the idea. 

With muscle-bound behemoths 
like St. Louis’ Mark McGwire, the 
White Soxs’ Frank Thomas and 
Texas’ Juan Gonzalez trading 
moonshots with pure hitters like 
Ken Griffey Jr. and Barry Bonds, 
home run records are sure to fal 1. 
Expect the Mariners to break their 
year-old record for homers by a 

team, and at least one player to 
shatter Roger Maris’ 37-year-old 
mark of 61 in a season. 

Tip No. 1: April 7-9 in Colorado. 
McGwire, who hit a near-600-foot 
bomb off the Mariners’ Randy 
Johnson last season, visits Coors 
Field for the first time in his career. 

Former Astro Darryl Kile is the 
Rockies’ new ace, but his money 
pitch is the curveball, and that 
spells trouble. If Kile hangs a curve 

against McGwire, we could see 

history’s first 900-foot home run. 

And if McGwire doesn’t do it in 
April, someone is sure to over the 
All-Star break, when Coors Field 
hosts the Home Run Derby, 
which this season should be bet- 
terthan the All-Star game itself. 
The introduction of baseball to 
the mile-high air of Denver has al- 
lowed fans to see more runs than 
a toilet in a Mexican restaurant. 

The catalyst for all that offense 
isn’t just the stadiums, but poor 
pitching as well. The American 
League had the worst pitching in 
the history of the game last year 
and should break that record this 
year with the addition of 11 more 

hurlers who should be either re- 

tired or in Triple-A. The reason? 
Expansion, in the form of the 
Tampa Bay Devil Rays to the East- 
ern Division, with the Arizona Di- 
amondbacks of the NL West join- 
ing as well. 

One positive for the expansion 
teams—especially Arizona — is 
the deep pockets of the new own- 

ers. By signing marquee free 
agents, such as Andy Benes and 
Jay Bell in Arizona and Wilson Al- 
varez and Roberto Hernandez in 
Tampa Bay, both teams should be 
competitive. Which leads us to... 

Tip No. 2: At least one of the ex- 

r 

pansion teams will finish out of 
last place. It’ll be a tough task for 
the Devil Rays, who join the best 
division in baseball. The Yankees 
and Orioles are both legitimate 
World Series contenders, while 
Toronto and Boston are both 
among the top 15 teams in the 
game. Arizona has an excellent 
chance to avoid the cellar, howev- 
er, as the Giants should be unable 
to repeat their miracle finish of 
last season and will occupy the 
basement of the West this season. 

Another intriguing story in the 
NL West is that of the Padres’ 
Tony Gwynn and his annual pur- 
suit of the elusive .400 batting av- 

erage. No one’s done it since Ted 
Williams in 1941, and that should 
continue this season. While hit- 
ting a home run once every three 
games isn't too much to ask of a 

guy like McGwire, getting two 
hits in every single game will be 
impossible, especially consider- 
ing the avalanche of media atten- 
tion a guy like Gwynn would re- 
ceive should he be close to .400 
late in the year. 

Tip No. 3: Saturday, May 9, At- 
lanta. If the Braves’ five-man rota- 
tion stays true to form, this will be 
the first showdown of the season 

between Gwynn, easily the best 
contact hitter of our generation, 
and Atlanta ace Greg Maddux, 
winner of fourCy Young Awards 
and the greatest right-handed 
pitcher of the last 30 years. The 
smartest hitter in the game vs. the 
smartest pitcher. Expect Gwynn 
to go 1 for 3 with a walk. 

Finally, some predictions. 
Pedro Martinez and Curt 

Schilling will win Cy Youngs, 
Mike Piazza and Mo Vaughn will 
win MVPs before signing fat con- 

tracts in the offseason, and Ben 
Grieve and Todd Helton will be 
rookies of the year. 

And give me the Yankees over 

the Braves in the Series. 
But don’t bet on it. 

Rob Moseley is a sports reporter for 
the Emerald. 
He can be heckled via e-mail at 

dodgrfan@gladstone.uoregon.edu 
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Spring has arrived at... 
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• Over 300 courses in 
44 departments 

• Courses on our 

Evanston and Chicago 
campuses, in the field, 
and abroad 

• Small, interactive day 
and evening classes 

• A year’s worth of credit 
in biology, chemistry, 
physics, or foreign 
languages 

• One- to eight-week 
courses available 

•A beautiful lakefront 

campus, just minutes 
from Chicago 

•Tuition discounts 
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registrations 

Field Studies 

Programs are offered in 
Social Policy Studies: San Francisco 
Environmental: U.S. National Parks 
Urban Field Studies: Chicago 
Archaeological: Cahokia Settlement 
Ethnographic: New Mexico 
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Study Abroad 

Arles, France 
Cusco, Peru ’ 

London, England 
Prague, Czech Republic 
South Africa 
Verona, Italy 
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www.nwu.edu/summernu/ e-mail: summer@nwu.edu 

Got a concern, story idea? Happy with what we’re doing? 
Qive uA. a call. 346-5511 Oregon Daily FyTnPTfllri 


