
Kentucky 78, Utah 69 
Title: Kentucky now 7-3 in championship games 
■ Continued trom Page 7 
this year. It was filled with over- 

time games, buzzer beaters and 
surprises from the likes of Val- 
paraiso and Rhode Island, Stan- 
ford and Utah. 

But the Utes, who won the 
championship in 1944, couldn’t 
pull off one more upset in the title 
game. 

Utah, the second-best defensive 
team in the country this season, 
had held its five tournament op- 
ponents to 39 percent shooting 
and an average of 62.5 points. 

Kentucky, which finished 29 
for 57 from the field (51 percent), 
chipped away at the lead by scor- 

ing on seven of 10 possessions. 
The Wildcats went on a 9-0 run, 
and took the lead for the first time 
since early in the first half at 60- 
58, with 7:16 to play on a break- 
away dunk by Jeff Sheppard after 
he stole the ball from Hanno Mot- 
tola, 

Utah got the lead back at 62-60 

on a driving 
layup by An- 
dre Miller 
with 6:16 left 
and even ex- 

tended it by 
two more 

points when 
Miller fed 
Alex Jensen 
for a layup 23 
seconds later. 

But a three- 
SHEPPARD 

pointer by Mills, Kentucky’s fifth 
of the game — all in the second 
half — and a driving jumper by 
Sheppard with 4:53 left gave the 
Wildcats the lead for good. 

Sheppard’s jumper was Ken- 
tucky's last field goal until a dunk 
by Wayne Turner with 12 sec- 

onds to play. The Wildcats went 
11 for 12 from the foul line down 
the stretch, and Utah’s solid offen- 
sive game went to pieces as it 
scored on just two of its last 10 

possessions. 

Scott Padgett led the Wildcats 
with 17 points, while Sheppard, 
the Final Four’s most outstanding 
player, had 16. 

Miller led the Utes with 16 

points, while Mottola and Michael 
Doleac each had 15 and Jensen 14. 

As the trophy was presented by 
Selection Committee Chairman 
C.M. Newton, who also happens 
to be the athletic director at Ken- 
tucky and the man who picked 
Smith to succeed Pitino, the 
crowd chanted “Tubby, Tubby.” 

It seemed implausible that any 
coach could be more popular in 
Kentucky than Pitino had been in 
leading the program back from 
one of its lowest points following 
probation. But Smith may have 
topped him in the one year since 
Pitino left to coach the Boston 
Celtics. 

Kentucky is now 7-3 in NCAA 
championship games, and its 
record over Utah in the last three 
seasons is 3-0 with a regional 

semifinal win two years ago and a 

regional final victory last season. 

Utah (30-4) had beaten defend- 
ing national champion Arizona in 
the West Regional final in a 25- 

point laugher. The Utes had to 

hang on to beat North Carolina in 
the Final Four, but they couldn’t 
do it against Kentucky as the Wild- 
cats wore down the nation’s top 
rebounding team. 

Utah finished with a 39-24 ad- 
vantage on the boards, but in the 
later possessions Kentucky d idn’t 
miss many shots. 

In the first half, Utah went on a 

10-0 run that Jensen started and 
ended with layups off long passes 
to take a 34-23 lead. Kentucky did 
get within 37-31, but the Utes 
scored the final four points of the 
half for the 10-point lead. 

The largest halftime deficit 
overcome in a title game had been 
eight pointswhen Loyola (111.) beat 
Cincinnati 60-58 in overtime in 
1963 after trailing 29-21 at the half. 
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1’ OR the EDUCATION and RES E A R C H C O M M U N I T Y 

OVER ONE MILLION OF 
THE BEST MINDS IN 

AMERICA HAVE ALREADY 
CHOSEN THE BEST 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM. 

TIAA-CREF. 

When it comes to planning a comfort- 
able future, America’s best and 

brightest turn to the expert: TIAA-CREF. 
With over $200 billion in assets under 

management, we re the world's largest 
retirement system, the nation's leader in 

customer satisfaction1; and the overwhelm- 

ing choice of people in education, research, 
and related fields. 

Expertise You Can Count On 
For 80years, TIAA-CREF has introduced 

intelligent solutions to America's long-term 
planning needs. We pioneered the portable 
pension, invented the variable annuity, and 

popularized the very concept of stock investing 
for retirement. In fact, we manage the largest 
stock account in the world. 

Today, TIAA-CREF can help you 
achieve even more ol your financial goals. 
From tax-deferred annuities and IRAs 
to mutual funds, you’ll find the flexibility 
and choice you need, backed by a proven 
history of performance, remarkably low 
expenses, and peerless commitment to 

personal service. 

Find Out For Yourself 
To learn more about the world’s 

premier retirement organization, talk to 

one ol our retirement planning experts 
at 1 800 8-42-2776 (8 a.m.-11 p.m. ET). 
Or better still, speak to one of your 
colleagues. Find out why, when it comes 

to planning lor tomorrow, great minds 
think alike. 

Visit us on the Internet at www.tiaa-cref.i 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it.” 

org 

•1997 DALHAR Defined Contribution Kxcellence Rulings. Rust performance is no guarantee of future results. CRKF certificates and interests the TIAA Real Estate Account arc distributed l.v TIAA-CREF Individual and Institutional Services. For more complete information, charges and expenses, call I 801) 8d'.'-27M, extension 5509. for the prospectuses. Read them carefully before you invest or send money. 2/98 

Title game notes 
■ Monday's victory gave Ken- 
tucky its second championship 
in the past three years and sev- 
enth in the history of the pro- 
gram. 
■ The Wildcats became the first 
team to come back from a half- 
time deficit of more than eight 
points to win in the champi- 
onship game. 
■ The win boosted Kentucky's 
record to 10-2 in games when it 
trailed at halftime. 
M Utah was outscored 47-28 in 
the second half. 
M For the game, Kentucky shot 
50.9 percent from the field (29 
for 57). It was the first time this 
season an opponent shot 50 per- 
cent or better against the Utes. 
S Kentucky's Jamaal Magloire 
had three blocked shots in the 
championship game, tying a 
record shared by seven others, 
most recently teammate Nazr 
Mohammed, who had three 
against Arizona last season. 
■ Utah head coach Rick Ma- 
jerus sought out Kentucky se- 
nior Jeff Sheppard after the 
game to give him his personal 
congratulations, walking across 
the floor to shake Shepherd’s 
hand. “He played a great game, 
ana i wantea 10 ten mm tnat, 
Majerus said. 
M Majerus wore the same white 
sweater he displayed on the 
sidelines during the champi- 
onship game in every game of 
the season. 

■ The loss prolonged Utah’s 
streak of seasons without a title 
to 54 years. The Utes last cham- 
pionship was a 42-40 overtime 
victory over Dartmouth in 1944. 
■ For what it’s worth, Kentucky 
has now won a championship 
in 1948,1958,1978 and 1998. 
■ Majerus, the rotund Utah 
coach, has been following half 
of his doctor’s orders. 
“He told me to get plenty of rest 
and lose some weight," Ma- 
jerus said. “Guess which one 
I’m not doing?” 
He also grades restaurants 
where he dines and gave an Ital- 
ian restaurant and a German 
delicatessen in San Antonio his 
highest award. 
■ Frank Fallon, the public ad- 
dress announcer for 21 straight 
Final Fours, ended his career 

Monday night. Fallon said his 
favorite championship game 
was Villanova's 66-64 upset of 
Georgetown in 1985. 
■ Kentucky’s win gave the.state 
of Kentucky its ninth title, with 
Louisville’s two adding to the 
Wildcats’ seven. The state trails 
only California’s 15 titles, with 
wins from Stanford, San Fran- 
cisco, California and UCLA. 
■ North Carolina’s upset loss to 
Utah on Saturday sent ticket 
pricestumbling for the champi- 
onship game. Ticket brokers 
were getting up to $1,000 for an 
upper deck seat and $2,000 for 
a lower deck seat, but prices 
crashed when North Carolina 
fans flooded the market with 
their tickets. Regular upper 
deck tickets were $80 and lower 
deck tickets were $100. Many 
North Carolina fans were roam- 
ing the hotel lobbies trying to 
sell their tickets for face value, 
and one Tar Heels fan bailed out 
for $50 for his $80 ticket. 

— The Associated Press 
contributed to these notes 


