
National News 

Legislators clamor to change Arkansas’ gun law 
By David A. Lieb 
The Associated Press 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The 
way Arkansas law now stands, 
the two boys accused of killing 
five people at their school will be 
able to own guns the day they get 
out of the juvenile justice system. 

Under state law, adults con- 
victed of felonies can never again 
possess a gun. But Arkansas 
youths convicted as juveniles of 
similar crimes can buy and pos- 
sess guns the moment they are 
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SALEM — The Oregon Public 
Employees Union and anti-tax ac- 
tivist Bill Sizemore — usually bit- 
ter adversaries — are appealing 
the ballot wording on an initiative 
that would limit class sizes. 

The two Supreme Court chal- 
lenges will delay signature-gather- 
ing and could keep the measure 

off the November ballot. 
Though Sizemore and OPEU 

are opposed for different reasons, 
the effect of both challenges is the 
same. 

“This is typically a delaying tac- 
tic to try to keep a measure off the 
ballot,” said John Marshall, lobby- 
ist for Oregon School Boards As- 
sociation. 

Initiative backers want to cap 
class sizes at 20 students for 
kindergarten through third grade 
and 25 students for fourth and 
fifth. Middle and high school 
classes would have to average 27 
or fewer students. 

Backers say the measure ulti- 
mately will cost $124 million per 
year to hire the extra 3,148 teach- 
ers, plus $300 million for new 

schools and classroom space. 
Some estimates run higher. 

The measure provides no new 

revenue, much like the 1994 sen- 

tencing initiative that drove up 
state prison costs. That could force 
cuts in other state spending. 

Sizemore, a Republican guber- 
natorial candidate and executive 
director of Oregon Taxpayers 
United, called the initiative a 

"money-grab for schools.” OPEU, 
the union representing 22,000 
state workers, worries the measure 

will crimp funds for other state 
services. 

“The costs of this are stagger- 
ing,” said OPEU Executive Direc- 
tor Alice Dale. OPEU wouldn’t op- 
pose the measure if it were funded 
by surplus income tax revenues, 
which now are returned to taxpay- 
ers, she said. 

By delaying signature-gather- 
ing, opponents can keep measures 

off the ballot or force campaigns to 

rely on more paid signature-gath- 
erers. 

released from state supervision at 

age 18. That’s because such 
youngsters are considered juve- 
nile delinquents, not felons. 

The disparity has incensed 
many Arkansas legislators, who 
already are rallying to change the 
state’s juvenile laws after the 
slayings of four girls and a 

teacher last week at Jonesboro’s 
Westside Middle School. 

“As far as I’m concerned, when 
you murder five people you’ve 
forfeited your rights to guns for- 

ever," said state Sen. Gene Roe- 
buck, a Democrat from Jones- 
boro. “I don’t think you can ever 

be trusted with guns again.” 
Mitchell Johnson, 13, and An- 

drew Golden, 11, face five counts 
of murder as juveniles. State law 
prohibits youths younger than 14 
from being charged as adults, and 
lawmakers cannot change that 
retroactively. 

But legislators may have a bet- 
ter legal case for changing the 
state’s gun-possession laws 

retroactively. According to the 
state attorney general’s office, the 
law in effect at the time of release 
— not the time of a crime — 

would determine whether a juve- 
nile offender could carry a gun. 

“Laws that do not operate as 

punishments can apply even to* 
acts that occur prior to the law," 
said David Raupp, an assistant 
Arkansas attorney general. “This 
isn’t punishment. This is about 
whether you have a privilege 
available to you.” 

Under Arkansas law, anybody 
of any age can buy and possess a 

rifle. Youngsters under 18 cannot 

buy handguns, but can possess 
them. Police said the boys in the 
Jonesboro massacre had three ri- 
fles and seven pistols when they 
opened fire last week. 

Some states, including Iowa 
and North Dakota, already have 
laws restricting adults who 
were convicted as juveniles 
from possessing guns. Most 
states do not. 

Get ready for summer! Plan 
your classes now. The UO 
Summer Session Bulletin 

with Schedule of Classes is 
now available on campus. 

The bulletin contains 

important information about 
courses and special 

programs offered this 
summer, registration, 

housing, and fees. 

Pick up your free 
copy today 

at the 
Summer Session office 

(333 Oregon Hall) 
or the UO Bookstore 

Telephone (541) 346-3475 

http:// 
arkwing.uoregon.edu/ 

-uosummer/ 

ilephone registration 
starts May 4. 

Your Free Copy Today. 
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