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Columnist Hannab Dillon
interviews Waleed Al-Aghbari
Jfor a view from the place she
once taught in

sought out Waleed Al-Aghbari, presi-

dent of the Muslim Student Associa-

tion, not to talk with him about the

controversy over whether or not the
ASUO should give money to the group,
though it did edge its way into our conver-
sation toward the end. Instead, I wanted to
find out his thoughts on Saddam Hussein
and how it is for him as an Arab here as we
seemed to be unwilling to stop the thrust
toward bornbing Iraq despite the outcome
of Kofi Anan’s 11th-hour negotiations.

Waleed is a senior in economics. He is
thinking about getting an MBA, coming
from a business family. He is one of 40
Arab students on this campus. The others
hail from Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi
Arabia, Jordan and Tunisia.

people. The people are still human beings
But if I go to a grocery store and I feel that a
person is discriminating against me, |
won't give them my money. I'll go to an-
other store. It's just like that. If someplace
is not good, you learn that there are plenty
of other places that are.”

About Saddam: “He is a dic-
tator and is being
stubborn

their suffering and dying. Saddam'’s power
satisfies him. He’s living in a paradise for
himself.”

Waleed emphasized the fact that he, the
Iragis, Kuwaitis, etc., are all Arabs. They
have the same history, ancestors, language
and share so much in common. They are

one people, which is
why it is so hard
for him to

fallout of suddenly having to accommo-
date more people returning to it than the
number of its inhabitants.

I asked why he thought Saddam was so
intractable. It seemed to mystify him, too.
He reminded me that Saddam had had his
own uncle, cousin and nephew killed be-
cause he was suspicious of their loyalty to
him. “I've never been married, so I don’t
have children, but I have a nephew here
who is like my own son. I could never kill
him. That shows you the mentality of Sad-
dam Hussein.”

Why then, I asked, hadn’t his own peo-
ple tried to get rid of him if he's so bad?
“They have,” Waleed emphasized. “Of
course there are people around him who
would like to see him dead, but they fear
him to such a degree that they can’t do any-
thing toward him.” Waleed knows of at
least two attempts within to kill Saddam,
but he got information about it and “slaugh-
tered the guys who were having the plan.” I
asked him if he thought the United States
should kill Saddam. “You can't kill Sad-
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