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Defense lifts Huskies past Xavier 
Washington’s win over 

the Musketeers was its 
first NCAA Tournament 
win in 14 years 

By Joseph White 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Washing- 
ton committed 26 turnovers and 
missed 11 of 21 free throws, yet 
still managed to win its first 
NCAA Tournament game in 14 
years. 

The llth-seeded Huskies did it 
with defense, forcing 17 
turnovers of their own and hold- 
ing Xavier to one field goal in the 
final 9:53. The clincher came 
when 7-footers Patrick Femerling 
and Todd MacCulloch both got a 
hand on the ball as T.J. Johnson 
attempted a buzzer-beating layup, 
preserving Thursday’s 69-68 vic- 
tory over the sixth-seeded Muske- 
teers. 

“The description of what this 
month is, March Madness,” 

Washington coach Bob Bender 
said. “We’re a team that some- 

times wins 

y * n/ifj without the 
jyjfl stat sheet 

backing it up. 
“It came 

down to one 

thing. We 
had to have 
one stop. So 

the offensive stats don’t bear it 
out, but at least we got the one 

stop that made the difference.” 
It was Washington’s first 

NCAA victory since Detlef 
Schrempf led a victory over Duke 
in 1984, and Bender's first ever as 

a head coach. 
"This is really special,” said 

Bender, who played on Final 
Four teams with Indiana and 
Duke. “How many teams get to 
come back and practice another 
day?” 

The game-winning shot was 
Deon Luton’s 17-foot jumper 
from the left wing with 11.2 sec- 

onds to play, ending a ragged pos- 
session that was supposed to get 
the ball inside. It was typical of 
Washington's game-long frustra- 
tion against Xavier’s quick de- 
fense, but the Huskies (19-9) kept 
responding with defensive plays 
of their own and never let the 
Musketeers (22-8) get into their 
running game. 

“We would make a steal and 
sometimes fumble it right back to 
them,” Xavier coach Skip Prosser 
said. “Credit their defense for 
that.” 

Gary Lumpkin’s two free 
throws gave Xavier the lead with 
42.5 remaining, even though the 
Musketeers had gone nearly sev- 

en minutes without a field goal. 
After Luton put Washington 

ahead, Xavier had two shots to 
win it in the waning seconds. 
Lumpkin threw up an air ball, 
and Johnson’s layup attempt off 
an inbounds pass was blocked as 

time expired. 
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