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Men: Arizona, Kentucky in the final
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ian would do in the NCAA Tour-
nament.

So without further ado, I pre-
sent for your perusal my picks.
Please address all hate mail
and/or notes of ridicule to the
Emerald.

Early-round upsets

First off, don't forget to include
aNo. 13 seed beatingaNo. 4 in
the first round. It happens at least
once almost every year, and this
one should be no exception, Earl
Boykins and Eastern Michigan
should beat their neighbors from
East Lansing, Michigan State.

This year is even more intrigu-
ing than most, as two No. 14 seeds
have decent shots at knocking off
No. 3s. Look for College of
Charleston to beat Stanford, and
don't be surprised to see Rich-
mond upset South Carolina in
their first-round matchup in the
East.

Past that, No. 12 South Alaba-
ma has a fair chance of beating
No. 5 Illinois in the West, and Mi-
ami (Fla.) could surprise a strug-
gling UCLA.

One guaranteed win by a low-
er-seeded favorite: No. 5 Prince-
ton will beat No. 12 UNLV, The

run-and-gun, athletic Rebels are
the dream matchup for the Tigers
and their textbook, backdoor of-
fense.

Favorites

Another mistake to avoid is tak-
ingall four No. 1 seeds too deep in
the tourney. North Carolina
should ease past No. 6 Xavierin
the final of therelatively easy East
Region, and I have Arizona mak-
ing the Final Four after beating No.
7 Temple in the final out West.

But the other two regions are
trickier. Both No. 1 Duke and No.
2 Kentucky should have no prob-
lem qualifying for the final of the
South Region, but I like the Wild-
cats to upset the Blue Devils. As
Narth Carolina proved last week-
end, Duke does not have that spe-
cial player that can carry the team
when it is struggling, and Ken-
tucky should make the Devils
struggle. The South is by far the
toughest bracket, though, so ex-
pect some surprises.

Finally, my upset special of the
year: the aforementioned Horned
Frogs beating Florida State, Mis-
sissippi and Kansas before falling
to Purdue, which will make the
Final Four after beating
Charleston in the Sweet 16.

Final Four

I'm left with the Boilermakers,
Kentucky, North Carolina and
Arizona.

Kentucky will have no problem
with Purdue, but Carolina-Ari-
zona is another intriguing game,
Antawn Jamison and Vince
Carter form a formidable pres-
ence at forward for the Tar Heels,
and Ed Cota joins Shammond
Williams in a very good back-
court.

But superior guard play wins
the tournament in my eye, and
that's why [ have Mike Bibby,
Miles Simon and the Wildcats
beating North Carolina in the Fi-
nal Four, then Kentucky ina
reprisal of last year's final.
Conclusion

Keep all this in mind when fill-
ing out your bracket in the back of
that enthralling sociology lecture.
And remember, after being wrong
on both the World Series and Su-
per Bowl, I'm due to pick a win-
ner in something,

Extremely due.

Rob Moseley is a sports reporter for the
Emerald. He can be reached via e-
mail at dodgrfan@gladstone.uore-
gon.edu.

Some useless facts ahout the NCAAs

Seventeen facts about the 1998 NCAA
Tournament that you have probably
never thought about

By Jim 0'Connell
The Associaled Press

The number most associated with the NCAA Tourna-
ment is 64 because that’s how many teams make the field.

That's far from the only number connected with
this year’s tournament, which starts Thursday. Here
are some figures that could be interesting, might be
surprising and will change by this time next year:

0—times all four No. 1 seeds have advanced to the
Final Four.

3 — times in the "90s the scoring champion has
played in the tournament (Bo Kimble of Loyola Mary-
mount in 1990, Glenn Robinson of Purdue in 1994
and Charles Jones of Long Island University in 1997).

3 — games won by No. 15 seeds (Coppin State over
South Carolina in 1997, Santa Clara over Arizona in
1993 and Richmond over Syracuse in 1991).

4 — teams making their first NCAA Tournament
appearance — Illinois-Chicago, Northern Arizona,
Prairie View and Radford.

6 — No. 1 seeds for North Carolina since the field
expanded to 64 in 1985. Kansas and Kentucky are
next with five each.

6 — schools to repeat as national champion, with
Arizona trying to make it seven.

7 — the longest current streak of NCAA appear-
ances to be snapped this year when Wake Forest did-
n’tget an at-large bid.

8 — schools from last year’s Sweet 16 that did not
even make this year’s field.

8 — the lowest seeding of a national champion (Vil-
lanova in 1985).

9 — No. 1 seeds that have gone on to win the na-
tional championship since 1979.

9 — teams ending at least a 10-year drought since
their last NCAA appearance.

11 — lowest-seeded team to reach the Final Four
(LSU in 1986).

14 —teams with losing records that have played in
the NCAA Tournament. Prairie View joins that group
this year.

14 — tournaments that have had fields of 64.

16 — former NCAA champions that are in this
year's field.

16 — teams in the field that did not beat another
NCAA Tournament team this season, with only No. 5
Princeton among the top half of field.

24 — consecutive appearances by North Carolina to
extend its own record. Arizona and Georgetown are
next with 14,

Freshman Seminars
SPRING 1998

PREFIX

AAD 199
ALS 199
ANTH 199

TITLE

Art & the “Green City”
Small-Group Communication

ART 199
BI 199

Primates, Politics, and People
Journey to the Interior
Nutrition Quackery

ENG 199
INTL 199
INTL 199
J 199

LIB 199
MIL 199
MUS 199
RUSS 199

Crossroads of Centuries: Pilgrims and Crusaders
Cross—Cultural Encounters (call 6-1238 for approval)
Internationalization and Globalization of Sports

Silver Shadows, Golden Words

Science and TV: The Absurd and the Realistic

Come Fly with Me: The Heritage of Flight

Film: Classic Comedy

Russia Yesterday and Today: From Perestroika to the Present

For more information, see page 73 in the spring UO Schedule of Classes
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Women: Oregon won't
make it past lowa State
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first loss of the season to oh-so-
mighty Arizona State (10-17
overall, 6-12 Pac-10). Then, with
alotonthelinelatein the sea-
son, the Huskies lost to a strug-
gling Southern California team
that finished the season 12-15
overalland 7-11 in the Pac-10.

And you'd think if the
Huskies were as good as they
— and apparently the voters
who left them in The Associat-
ed Press top 25 for much of the
season despite arapidly de-
clining record — think they
are, they would havea little
more success against the top
teams in the standings.

The Huskies were swept by
Stanford, UCLA and Oregon
and had just one win against
the top four teams in the con-
ference, albeit an impressive
one over Arizona that might
have helped push them in the
tournament door.

Sono, I don’t think the
Huskies deserved a bid to this
season'’s tournament.

Nonetheless, they are in and
will take on Purdue on Satur-
day in West Lafayette, Ind., so
I'might as well make a guaran-
teed prediction on their fate.

Washington's 38.7 percent
shooting from the field for the
season will catch uptoit, as will
guard Jamie Redd’s wildness
once the Huskies fall behind ear-
ly. Count on them to getblown

out ofthebuilding and makeat
least this reporter happy.

While we are on the subject
of tournament predictions,
let's take a look at how the oth-
er four Pac-10 teams could fare
in the tournament,

Stanford and Arizona are obvi-
ously inafavorable position by
getting to host the first tworounds
and not having to deal with trav-
elingall overthe country.

The one question mark for
Stanford is the status of Vanes-
sa Nygaard, who injured her
knee late in the Cardinal’s win
over Oregon State on Saturday.

Regardless, the Cardinal has
enough firepower to advance
quite farinto the tournament. Ina
bit ofan upset, Arizona, after
getting past Santa Clara in the
first round, will lose to Virginia
(18-9) in the second round.

UCLA will continue a good
season with a first-round win
over Michigan (19-9) but will
fall to No. 11 Alabama in the
second round.

And the one you've all been
waiting for: Oregon will get
past Rutgers in Saturday’s
first-round game before falling
in a close battle with No. 24
Iowa State in the second
round. Home-court advantage
pushes the Cyclones past the
Ducks.

Alex Pond is a sports reporter for
the Emerald.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Men’s basketball

The Oregon men’s basketball
team capped a 13-14 season with
its annual awards banquet on
Monday night.

_Senior Henry Madden was
named the winner of the Steven |
Award for the team’s most valu-
able player. Madden led the
squad in rebounding and blocked
shots, was second in scoring and
third in steals and three-pointers.

Junior Terik Brown won the

John Warren Award as the most
inspirational player.

In a surprising twist, the entire
1997-98 Oregon team won the
award as most improved after
finishing fifth in the Pacific-10
Conference.

Finally, A.I). Smith received the
Harry Ritchie Scholar-Athlete
Award for being the team’s third-
leading scorer while maintaining
a3.50 grade-point average in Busi-
ness Administration, while fellow
sophomore Donte Quinine was
named theteam’s top defender.
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Great deals! Dive Equipment
at bargain prices.

Certified Instruction:

P.AD.I. 5 star Instructor Development Center

Register for a

scuba class through
. the University of Oregon

Come and join us at the UO
Outdoor Program's 2nd annual
Outdoor Sale.

, March 10th
:30 PM
EMU

Family Snorkeling Center - ¥
1090 West 6th Avenue, Eugene, Oregon 97402 &
Phone 342-2351 « FAX 342-5706 :
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