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LAURA GOSS/Emerald
The cross overlooks West Eugene from its new home at Eugene Bible College on Bailey Hill Road. The cross is lit every night at sunset.

Cross: Dedication ceremony may be held
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missed it up to this point.”
According to Whitlow, the fi-

nal home of the cross is in a

prominent location on the cam-
pus and garners high community
visibility.

“It's tremendous ... the healing

is over with,” he said. “It has all
been restored and so many peo-
ple drive up here to see it.”

He added that if construction

plans remain on schedule, the
college is considering the idea of
holding a dedication ceremony
on Good Friday.

America’s hungry don’t fit stereotype, survey finds

The majority are white
Jemales who live outside
big cities and are either
very old or very young

By Jennifer Loven
The Associaled Press

WASHINGTON — A lot of the
folks relying on food pantries and
soup kitchens around the coun-
try don't fit the old stereotypes. A
new survey finds the majority of
America's hungry live outside
big cities and are mostly white,
overwhelmingly female, and ei-
ther very old or very young.

And more and more are work-
ing.

“The data run counter to al-
most every stereotype we have of
who needs assistance,” J. Larry
Brown, director of the Tufts Uni-
versity Center on Hunger, Pover-
ty and Nutrition Policy, said of
the study by Chicago-based Sec-
ond Harvest, the nation’s largest
hunger-relief organization. “It's
mainly families that are playing
by the rules — working or trying
to work.”

Debbie Horn is an example.

A car accident seven years ago
left her disabled. Her husband’s
job as a printer for an insurance

company is their family's only
income, but it isn't enough to
feed the couple and their five
children — four of them
teenagers. So once a month, the
local food bank delivers a basket
of powdered milk, macaroni,
spaghetti sauce and other staples
to help tide the Horns over.

“I'try so hard. But to buy a gal-
lon of milk — it's so expensive,”
said Horn from her Columbus,
Ohio, home.

The new study commissioned
by Second Harvest found its food
banks provided food to 21 mil-
lion people in 1997 — more than
the entire population of Texas.

Brown said the results were
surprising.

“After five years of dramatic
economic growth, the numbers
being fed by the Second Harvest
network have not diminished,”
he said.

The survey, conducted by
VanAmburg Group Inc., involved
one-on-one interviews with near-
ly 28,000 recipients of food assis-
tance and mail surveys filled out
by more than 11,000 charities.
The research was conducted in
the first three months of 1997 —
well before the new federal wel-
fare law’s time limits take effect,

but after several states began
moving welfare recipients into
jobs.

The survey concluded that
two-thirds of those seeking help
were women, 54 percent were ei-
ther senior citizens or children
and nearly half were white,
Twenty-seven percent of food
programs served rural areas,
while 26 percent served cities
with populations of under
100,000.

In addition, 36 percent of the
recipients have either a high
school diploma or its equivalent,
and 39 percent of all households
who received emergency food
had at least one adult with a job
— nearly half of them full time.

“That wasn't the profile in the
1960s, but it's been the growing
trend since the 1980s,” Brown
said.

Hunger experts said one reason
is corporate downsizing and a
technology-driven economy that
leave people without key skills in
dead-end, low-wage jobs.

“These are people who aren’t
surfing the wave of prosperity we
keep hearing about,” said John
Morrill, executive director of the
Congressional Hunger Center, an
organization run by members of

Congress.

An informal survey of food
banks taken by Rep. Tony Hall,
D-Ohio, in January backs up Sec-
ond Harvest's findings about the
changing profile of those who
need food.

As a Hunger Center fellow who
served food at the Tucson, Ariz.,
Community Food Bank last year,
Melanie Bush saw firsthand how
those coming for help consisted
less and less of older men — or
even single parents.

“It’s double-income, formerly
middle-class families,” she said.
“The cost of living has increased
but wages haven't kept pace with
their needs.”

Hall and others say the new in-
formation provides ammunition
for efforts to raise the minimum
wage and increase the amount
the federal government spends to

donate commodities to food
banks.

The Second Harvest report also
called on people to donate food
and time to local charities.

“Where there's help, there's
hope,” said Sister Christine
Vladimiroff, a Roman Catholic
nun who runs Second Harvest,
“Each of us has the power to end
hunger in America.”
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