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SPORTS BRIEFS

Ducks look for best
start in school history

The Oregon softball team will
have a chance to post one of the
best starts in school history Sat-
urday when it opens play in the
Santa Clara Tournament against
host Santa Clara. Later in the
day, the Ducks will match up
against St. Mary’s and North-
western in a round-robin for-
mat. The tournament champi-
onship and consolation matches
will be played on Sunday.

The Ducks’ 12-5 start this sea-
son is their best since Oregon
got offto a 15-1 start in 1989,

Women host pairing
party in Pittman Room

The Oregon women's basket-
ball team will host its fifth annu-
al NCAA Tournament pairing
party Sunday at 3:30 p.m. in the
Pittman Room of the Casanova
Center.

The 64 teams selected to par-
ticipate in the 1998 NCAA Tour-
nament will be announced live
on ESPN (34) beginning at 4:30
p.m. Doors to the Pittman Room
will open at 3:30 p.m. forall fans
who wish to watch the selection
show with the Oregon players
and coaches.

THE BIRKENSTOCK STORE <=

181 E. Broadway [ 342-6107 O Won-Sat: 10-6, Sun: 11-5

Drop by For some Coffee Counter Culture.
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UO looks to improve NCAA hopes

A win over last-place
California Saturday
should secure the women
a trip to the NCAA
Tournament

By Alex Pond
Sports Reporter

The task at hand is simple for
the Oregon women.

Get a win over California and
the Ducks will most likely have a
fifth-straight trip to the NCAA
Tournament locked up.

Oregon (16-9 overall, 12-5 Pacific-
10 Conference), following its 79-71
loss to No. 5 Stanford on Thursday,
faces the Bears in a 7 p.m. matchup
Saturday at McArthur Court.

The game is the last home con-
test of the season for Oregon and
will be the home-court finales of
seniors Natalie Hughes, Kirsten

McKnight and Mendy Benson.

All indications are that Oregon,
which resides in fourth place in
the Pac-10 standings, will receive
a bid to the tournament with one
more win.

“Weall know we have to beat Cal
Saturday if we
want to go to the
tournament,”
Natasha O'Brien
said. “We're all
pumped up todo
that.”

The Bears
come to Eugene with a 6-21 over-
all record and are 2-15 in the Pac-
10 following their 73-69 loss
Thursday at Oregon State,

Despite Cal’s struggles this sea-
son — the Bears lost 13 straight at
one point before beating Arizona
State last Saturday — the Ducks
cannot take Cal lightly, Oregon

head coach Jody Runge said.

“I think that Cal is playing
much, much better than when we
first saw them play,” Runge said
earlier this week in reference to
Oregon's 71-54 win over the Bears
in Berkeley on Jan. 2. “Their in-
side kids have been playing well
and their perimeter players are
defending better and getting bet-
ter offensively.”

Freshman Masa Radovic leads
the Bears in scoring with 11.1
points a game, while 6-foot-3 center
Jennie Leander paces them on the
boards, grabbing 7.1 rebounds a
game,

Despite the Bears’ lowly record
and the fact they share ninth
place in the conference standings
with the Beavers, head coach
Marianne Stanley said she isn't
ready to write off the season just
yet.

Oregon closes regular season at Cal

NIT requires a .500 or better record for
consideration, which the Ducks can
achieve with a win in Oakland

By Rob Moseley
Sports Reporter

It all comes down to this.

The Oregon men's basketball team closes it regu-
lar season in Oakland, Calif., on Saturday against Cal-
ifornia in a game that could decide the Ducks’ post-
season fate.

Oregon (13-13 overall, 8-9 Pacific-10 Conference)
needs a win over the Bears to secure an above-.500
record, the minimum criteria for a birth in the post-
season National Invitation Tournament. The Ducks
missed a chance to secure a winning record on
Thursday by losing to Stanford, 95-67.

“There's still a ballgame left, and maybe one after
that, so we need to get geared up for one final battle,”
Oregon head coach Ernie Kent said. “It’s a learning

process [the Ducks] are going to have to deal with, to
come back and put together a good ballgame.”

Cal (11-15 overall, 7-10 Pac-10) lost to Oregon State
on Thursday, 46-43. Thomas Kilgore and Sean Marks
led the Bears with 10 points each, with Marks adding
eight rebounds in the losing effort.

“There’s no pressure at all because we've had so
much success already,” Kent said.
“But we've said all season that the
season doesn’t end until [ we play
in] Oakland.”

The Bears began the season with
four straight losses, including a 71-
47 embarrassment at the hands of
then-No. 4 North Carolina, but they
won the next four games before beginning the con-
ference season with a loss at Oregon on Jan. 3.

Geno Carlisle was the only Golden Bear to score in
double figures that night, tallying 28 points in his
fourth appearance after transferring from Northwest-
ern.

Cool sounds meet
smooth espresso at
Coffee People.

On Friday and Saturday nights from 8-10, Coffee People will be
serving up local talent as well as our Fabulous espresso drinks and

delectable pastries.

Smooth jazz, acoustic rock, folk, world beat: call to find out what
great sounds are on the schedule or just drop by for a Coffee People

good time.

Friday, March 6

HAVILAH

from Bellingham, Washington

Saturday, March 7*
Nancy Bright

from Portland
8:00

Address: 840 E. 13 (across the sireet from the University Bookstore)
Phone: 302-1771

No cover charge. One drink minimum for all shows.




