
New group works to improve human rights 
Shin Furuya said the 
U.S. is contributing to 
the political violence 
in Colombia 

By Ben Garvey 
Freelance Reporter 

In response to human rights vio- 
lations in Colombia, a sister city 
program called the Columbia Sup- 
port Network was officially estab- 
lished this winter in Eugene. 

The Colombia Support Network 
is a national organization on cam- 

pus that deals with human rights 
violations in Colombia, as well as 

establishing a sister city program 
between Eugene and Cantagallo, 
Colombia. The Eugene program is 
the newest chapter to work toward 
improving human rights and 
building solidarity between the 
United States and Colombia. 

“Currently, Colombia's human 
rights violations are the worst in 
Latin America,” said Shin Furuya, 
regional organizer of the Colombia 
Support Network. “An estimated 
24 people die each day from the 
political violence in Colombia.” 

Although the common percep- 
tion is that the majority of deaths 
in Colombia are drug related, the 
reality is that political killings far 
outnumber the amount of drug-re- 
lated deaths, he said. Over 70 per- 
cent of the identified political 
killings are carried out by sol- 
diers, police and paramilitary 
death squads in Colombia. 

The United States is actually 
aiding the violence by arming, 
training and financing the forces 
of oppression in Colombia, Fu- 
ruya said. Multinational corpora- 
tions, such as gasoline giant 
British Petroleum, have support- 
ed death squad activity through 
funding, he added. 

Furuya said the major cause of 
human rights violations in Colum- 
bia is class segregation. The top 3 

percent of the elite in Colombia 
own over 70 percent of the farm 
land, while 57 percent of the poor- 
est farmers own less than 3 per- 
cent of the land, he said. Forty per- 
cent of the Colombian population 
lives in poverty, and 4.5 million 
children who are under the age of 
14 go hungry. 

The purpose of the network is 
to inform the puDlic and put pres- 
sure on the U.S. government to re- 

duce the military and financial 
support to Colombia, Furuya said. 
The network also helps by hold- 
ing conferences to gain national 
awareness and creating a place to 

exchange new developments in 
the situation between different 
human rights organizations, he 
said. 

The reason why he became in- 
volved with the network is to 

"help address the human rights 
situation in Colombia nationally 
and to take part in the first step to- 
wards equality of human rights in 
Colombia,” he said. 

Furuya explained that the re- 

cent establishment of the sister 
city program will be effective in 
raising awareness and in helping 
to end the problem. 

“As we can see in the Central 
American movements in the ’80s, 
building sister city relations can 

personalize, cultivate a sense of re- 

sponsibility as U.S. citizens and 
help to develop long-term rela- 
tions,” he said. 

Amita Malakar, co-director of 
the International Students Associ- 
ation, said it is important to raise 
awareness. “Colombia is pretty ex- 

clusive, so not that many people 
here know about what is going 
on,” she said. “The Colombia Sup- 
port Network should use the same 

method of how world-wide inter- 
ests were raised about the situa- 
tion in Tibet.” 

The Colombia Support Network 
has been effective in raising 
awareness of human rights viola- 
tions in Colombia by joining 
forces with other organizations 
such as Peace Brigades Interna- 
tional and Amnesty international, 
Furuyasaid. 

"The situation in Colombia is 
very difficult because it is the U.S. 
government who supports what is 
happening, and even though we 

may not want to face the reality of 
what is happening, we must be- 
cause there is something that we 

can do about it,” he said. 
For more information about the 

Colombia Support Network, visit 
their Web site at 

www.igc.apc.org/csn/csn.html. 

Campus Brief 

Civil rights activist 
to close symposium 

Only one more event re- 

mains for the week-long 
“envisioning equality” In- 
terSEXions symposium. 

Civil rights activist 
Suzanne Pharr close the 
symposium Monday, March 
9 at 4 p.m. in the Alumni 
Lounge of Gerlinger Hall. 
She will discuss coalition 
building as an effective 
means to achieving equality. 

“People should know that 
this won’t be your basic lec- 
ture, but much more of an 

action-oriented workshop 
with one of the nation’s ex- 

perts on this topic,” said 
Stephanie Carnahan, direc- 
tor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexu- 
al and Transgender Educa- 
tional Support Services. 

Carnahan is a member of 
the standing committee on 

gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender issues, which 
coordinated InterSEXions. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 
—Mornmgstar rating for 

the CREF Stock Account, 
CREF Global Equities Account. 

CREF Equity Index Account, 

and CREF Growth Account* 

•■■I ■America's 
Top Pension Fund.” 

Money Magazine, January 1998 

—William Ravdin, TIAA-CREF Participant 

HIGH MARKS FROM 
MORNINGSTAR, S&P, MOODY’S, 
MONEY MAGAZINE AND BILL. 

We take a lot of pride in gaining high marks 

from the major rating services. But the fact 

is, were equally proud of the ratings we get eveiy 

day from our participants. Because at TIAA-CREF, 

ensuring the financial futures of the education and 

research community is something that goes beyond 
stars and numbers. 

We became the world's largest retirement orga- 

nization’ by offering people a wide range of sound 

investments, a commitment to superior service, and 

operating expenses that are among the lowest in the 

insurance and mutual fund industries.™ 

With TIAA-CREF, you'll get the right choices — 

and the dedication — to help you achieve a lifetime 

of financial goals. The leading experts agree. 

So does Bill. 

Find out how TIAA-CREF can helpyou build a 

comfortable, financially secure tomorrow. 

Visit our Web site at www.tiaa-cref.org or call 

us at 1 800 842-2776. 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it.~ 

Source: Momingsur, Inc.. January 31.1998. Mornmgstar us an independent service that rates mutual funds and variable annuities. The top 10% of funds in an investment category receive five stars and the next 22.5% 
receive four stars Mornmgstar proprietary ratings reflect historical risk adjusted performance and are subject to change everv month. They arc calculated from the account 's three five and ten year average annual 
returns in excess of90 day Treasure bill returns with appropriate fee adjustments, and a risk factor that reflects performance below 90 day T-bill returns The overall star ratings referred to above are Mommgstar's published ratings, which arc weighted averages of its three five and ten scar ratings for periods ending January 31. 1908 The separate < unpublished) ratings for each of the periods are 

3-Year 
5-Year 
10-Year 

CUBF Stock Accooot 
Sur Rating/ 

Number ol Domestic hqum 
Accounts Rated 

4/1,856 
4/1.218 
5/612 

C1EF Global BqaMc* Account 
Stir Rating.' 

Number of International Kquitv 
Accounts Rated 

4/391 
S/207 
S/A 

CRJBF fcjuity Index Account 
Sur Rating/ 

Number of Domestic hquirv 
■Accounts Rated 

S/1,8SA 
N/A 
N/A 

CftEF Growth Arrant 
Star Rating/ 

Number of Domestic Kquitv 
Accounts Rated 

N/A 
N/A 

CREF Bond M.rtrt Account 
Stir Ruing/ 

Number of Fixed Income Accounts 

4/675 
4/443 
N/A 

CISF Social Choice Account 
Sur Rating 

Number of Domestic kquin 
Accounts Rated 

4/1,218 
N/A 

toP ^ h**11 ,,n TIAA “ccpoonal financial strength, claims paying ability and overall operating performance ’Based on assets under management "Standard Hr Poor’, Insurant, Raima Analysis, 997, Upper Analytical Services. Inc UpptrDirtcur’s Analytical Data, 1997 (Quarterly) CREF certificates and interests in the TIAA Real Estate Account are distnbuted bv TIAA-CREF Individual and InstitutKinal Services For more complete information, including charges and expenses, call 800 842 2733. extension 5509, for the ( REF and TIAA Real Estate Account prospectuses Read them carefully before 
you invest or send money. * 
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Ski and 
Snowboard 

Rentals 
Downtill.*10 £„r 
Cross country....*7 
snowboard....'.. *20 

199 W. 8th Eugene • 484-7344 

We ship your stuff home! 

1 to 1000 pounds 
Packing • Shipping 

Boxes 

2705 Willamette Street 
344-3106 

/ KAL«t5. Vrrtot f 

Vit« f’totU. 

Balitmore $236 
Dublin $520 

Mexico City $421 
larnpa $196 

London $470 
Fares are roDnd trip and Do not include 
Taxes, restrictions apply. 

Council Travel 
CIEE: Council on International 
Educational Exchange 
877 1/2 East 13th Street 
Eugene 
University of Oregon 
In the EMU Building 
Eugene 

(541)344-2263 


