Ducks’ team star
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Freshman Angelina Wolvert stepped into
play when Brianne Mebarry was injured
and has since carried the team to victory
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By Tricia Duryee

Community Reporter
he robbery occurred just after 9
p.m. It was the third robbery that
night in Eugene during a time
span of just over three hours.

The robber entered the Glenwood
Restaurant, located at 2588 Willamette St.,
through a rear door and pointed a pistol-
grip shotgun at the three employees. The
suspect threatened to shoot if they didn’t
hand over the money.

Glenwood manager Chris Bechler said
he wasn't on duty at the time. But he said
the first reaction of his employees after
handing over the $800 till was anger. Then
they were pretty frightened, he said.

“One guy who had the gun held to his
head was affected mentally,” Bechler said.

EUGENE CRIME

“He was so nervous he almost quit.”

Whether it is a gun to the head or a note
demanding cash, Eugene’s banks, conve-
nience stores and small shops and restau-
rants have been hit increasingly hard by rob-

i DET1ES N TECENL YeATS,
ROBBE:RY Eugene has seen a
~  14.7 percent increase in
il robberies in the past
two years, according to
public information Of-
ficer Jan Power. In 1997,
314 robberies occurred,
compared to 272 rob-
beries in 1996.

To assist local businesses, both Mason
and Tod Schneider from the Eugene Po-
lice Department inform store owners and
workers of the steps they can take to help
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The number of robberies
has sharply increased
over the past two years

prevent robberies.

Despite local efforts, 14 businesses have
been robbed in the past two months. Of
those, seven have been cleared — mean-
ing an arrest has been made in connection
with the robbery.

By this time last year, there had already
been 26 robberies.

Mason said she attributed the general in-
crease over the last couple of years to soci-
etal problems. "People are stealing money
to support their drug habit. It's rare to have
a bank robber who doesn’t have a habit,”
Mason said. “Eugene is up against a huge
drug problem.”

Bechler agreed after the Glenwood was
robbed in mid-January. He thought the
only real way to stop the robberies was to

Turn to ROBBERIES, Page 5

US West now
offers faster

- online service

The digital subscriber line can
reach speeds up to 250 times
Saster than standard modems

By Jesse Sowa
Community Reporter

US West Communications recently un-
veiled plans to speed up online services
with an ultra-fast new Internet and data ser-
vice for residential and business customers
in 40 cities across the United States, includ-
ing Eugene.

The new MegaBit Services Asymmetric
Digital Subscriber Line provided by US
West offers multi-megabit speeds up to 250
times faster than standard modems. Also in-
cluded in the new technology is a continu-
ous, digital connection to the Internet over
customer home or office phone lines, ac-
cording to a news release.

The upgraded ADSL will offer easy in-
stallation to 226 wire centers serving more
than 5.5 million customer lines.

To date, Phoenix, Ariz., is the first and
only city to receive the new service.
Phoenix received the service on Oct. 28,
1997.

The full deployment over US West’s 14-
state coverage is planned for June 1, 1998,
and it will be the first region-wide distribu-
tion of ADSL in the U.S. This will offer the
benefit of vastly improved performance that
eliminates the delays and waiting associat-
ed with most current online services.

“At last, the benefits of the information
age are coming home,” said Solomon D.
Trujillo, president and CEO of US West, in
the press release. “Customers across our re-
gion will now be able to get the power and
convenience of super-fast Internet and data
access in their homes or at the office. No
more World Wide Wait.”

ADSL is expected to be cheaper than the
two most prominently used high-speed data
routes into residences: specialized tele-
phone lines and cable modems. These loca-
tions typically use a heavy coaxial cable,
which is usually found with TV-set connec-
tions.

The new technology meets industry-wide
goals for speed and ease of deployment de-
veloped and proposed by the recently an-

Turn to SERVICE, Page 3

Cast to perform play covering Japanese-American history

., By Michael Hines

The play will Ss‘:aenmcn'wm Reporter
show the period  On Feb. 19, 1942, President
St Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an exec-
Of}?nwmirt.gjﬁ)ﬁ utive order unlike any other in the his-
8 tory of the United States. He signed an
and  order that placed 120,000 West Coast
internment Japanese-Americans in internment

camps.

Cam‘{) S_ o Tn:ll) remember that time, a six-mem-
official percastwill perform “Breaking the Si-
government lence,” afree multimedia play demon-
apo fogz’es strating the Japanese-American

experience at 2 p.m. on Sunday in 180
PLC. It will cover the span of Japanese-
American history from immigration

and internment camps to the official
U.S. government apologies in the
1980s.

“It’s an educational kind of event,”
said Bob Kono, a member of the play’s
steering committee. “Its intent is to ed-
ucate the public as to what is essential-
ly achapterin history.”

The play, which is performed by
second- and third-generation Japan-
ese-Americans, is directed at all audi-
ences, he said,

“Those who didn’t know about the
past will get a better view about how
we need to be vigilant about justice,”
said play coordinator Bettie Sing Luke.

Kono'’s family was picked up by the
FBI. They stayed in three internment
camps, including those in Arizonaand
Wyoming, and one in Crystal City,
Texas, where cultural leaders and fish-
ermen were placed.

Some of the cast members experi-
enced the camps as well, Kono said.

He said 120,000 people were put in
camps “without any good reason at
a-ll‘ "

This play will show that experience
through music, poetry, anecdotes and
slides.

“Essentially, it's an American story
when you come right down to it,”

Kono said.

The play is an observation of the
courage of the Japanese-American in-
terns, Luke said.

“The survivors of the internment re-
ally have not been able to voice that ex-
perience for a long, long time,” Luke
said,

“Breaking the Silence” will include
three Eugene public performances:

8 Sunday, March 1, 2 p.m., 180 PLC;

M Monday, March 2, 6:30 p.m., Lane
Community College in 309 Forum;

8 Wednesday, March 4, 3:30 p.m., 4]
Education Center Auditorium.
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