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More debate on wetlands issue

The City Council and
county commissioners
heard public reaction
to proposed changes

By Tricia Duryee
Community Reporter

Over 40 citizens, who declared
a “for," “against” or “neutral,”
spoke their minds Wednesday
night on whether to change the
1992 West Eugene Wetlands Plan.

During a joint session at the Eu-
gene City Council Chambers, the
council and the Lane County
Board of Commissioners listened
to suggestions from the public re-
garding proposed amendments.

The original wetlands plan,
which has become a national
model, was devised to determine
those portions of the wetlands
most suitable for preservation and
those best suited for development.

Now, six years after the plan's
implementation, new issues have
arisen, which the Eugene Plan-
ning and Development Depart-
ment has attempted to address by
adopting new or revised policies
and clarifying language.

These policy amendments, re-
garding protection and develop-
ment, could designate additional
areas as wetlands based on infor-
mation gathered during more re-
cent and detailed mapping.

Steve Gordon, a wetlands con-

sultant from the Lane Council of
Government, said in an earlier
work session that the city staff,
who developed the amendments,
has been efficient in keeping up
with the issue.

“Every year there has been a
change in state and federal wet-
lands law,” Gordon said. “The
plan is still afloat because of the
staff working on it and because of
the input from the broad range of

citizens in Hv“

Eugene.”
However,
SISV /7 Eugene
who was i Al oy
mayor when
the original

plan was
adopted, said
that even

though it is
hard to go
against the planning board, he
thought the council should be-
cause of a lack of information.
Miller’s advice to council mem-
bers was for them to not pass the
amendments,

Steve Cornacchia, Lane County
Commissioner chairman, submit-
ted a letter outlining alternatives
to the amendments. Many present
commented on his suggestions.

“We are spending over $15 mil-
lion in the wetland program to ac-
quire open space and restore wet-
lands and streams. West Eugene is

now famous as an urban wetland
model. Yet, West Eugene is still an
important ingredient in our eco-
nomic future,” Cornacchia stated
in the letter.

Cornacchia thought the plan
should designate a site as either a
development or restoration area.
He outlined simple guidelines to
determine the difference.

Miller said he believed Cornac-
chia’s suggestions were headed in
the right direction.

According to Cornacchia, wet-
lands should be developed if they
are relatively isolated or discon-
nected from the larger system of
wetlands and waterways, and if
they are being served by existing
streets, roads, sanitary sewers and
municipal water.

In contrast, Cornacchia stated
wetlands should be restored if
they contain hydric soils, are ca-
pable of providing adequate wet-
land hydrology or don't currently
benefit from municipal infrastruc-
ture and urban services.

Support was voiced for all op-
tions. Citizens considered amend-
ing the plan, keeping the plan in
its original form and also adopting
Cornacchia's suggestions. Public
comments were made by a variety
of citizens and city officials. in-
cluding a representative from the
Eugene Water and Electric Board
and Eugene Planning and Devel-
opment Department.

Council considers library funding

The City Council will
decide whether to
pursue funding for a
new library downtown

Jesse Sowa
Community Reporter

Several options are available to
the people of Eugene should they
choose to build a new library, ac-
cording to one city official,

In a meeting Wednesday night
at the Petersen Barn Community
Center, Lew Bowers of the Eugene
Planning and Development De-
partment told the Mayor's Library
Committee an enhanced or
“grandfather” increment option is
probably the best way to fund a
new library in the downtown ur-
ban renewal district.

Bowers said the option would

make available $650,000 not pro-
vided by other options. It would
also include $11 million for addi-
tional projects selected by the city.
However, the option would also
include an average addition of $33
to each Eugene resident’s tax bill.

The Eugene City Council will
ultimately decide which direction
the plan to build a new library will
take, Bowers said.

The council has three options
when taking action on the issue.
First, they can terminate the urban
renewal district, which can be
done anytime and would pay off
the projected city deficit for the
1999 fiscal year. The council can
also decide to use the grandfather
or base options, which would
need to be decided by June 1.

The base option was the one

used prior to the passing of Mea-
sure 5 in 1990, and is considered
the default option should no other
be chosen.

Bower said the council will de-
cide based on several factors.
These include the projects the
council wants to accomplish, the
effectiveness of the urban renewal

district and the priority ranking of

urban renewal projects.

A council work session and a
public hearing will take place
March 9 to discuss the issue.

The council will then decide on
March 16 the option residents will
vote on in September. Should the
grandfather option be selected, the
council will be forced to take pre-
liminary action on the above date.

The council’s decision is ex-
pected by May 30.

Poll Workers Needed!

B Election occurs April 15, 16, 22 & 23

Student groups preferred

Participants must attend a

meeting on April 9th

Must provide workers for all hours

Hours are 9:00am-5:00pm

$50 a day per group

Contact Election Board
members at the

ASUO Executive
Office, 346-0611 or
EMU suite 4
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GOOD or BAD day*

Free giveaways, flowers and chair massages

Does the NUMBER
on the SCALE
determine whethe
you have a

A number can’t change your life,
but YOU can.

The National Eating Disorders Screening Program®
All Free and Anonymous:
» info on how to help a fiend ¢ educational information
* interview with a health professional » referrals for further evaluation

EMU Fir Room Events: .
Wednesday, February 25, 10:00-3:00
~ Thursday, February 26th, 11:00-2:00

THE NATIONAL EATING DISORDERS SCREENING PROGRAMG)
An svent during Eating Disorders Awareness Week

R MULTIMEDI, INTERACTIVE ©XHBIT ON KIDS |
MONDEY, FEBRUARY 16

THROUGH
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20

10 ZM TO 4:30 PM

(10 xM TO 12 NOON FRIDRY, FeB. 20)

LEAVERNE KRAUSE GALLERY
LAWRENCE HALL

SPONSORED BY THE \UO CULTURAL FORUM

CoSponsoks: HY Ruoice, LGBTESS, CSWS, HexlTi Epucxmon, Husaimes Cenmex,
LGETE, XSUO, MoTher Kar's Books, Respence Lire, UO BooxsTORe, €xcLuswery KoLt

MORE IWFO: 346-4373 OR
HTTP:/ / DERKWING, UOREGON.EDU/ ~CULTURAL /FACE.HTML

|
Thursday, February 19,1998  Oregon Daily Emerald 3

B b o 1 i o S it s Ry Al o <y | ) o YA Nan Ly e SSer Y L . 4

Bl . e i LT R . L L

I I ST o

gt ., L

)

N T T R

e %

e

e iy NG e T

s



